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By the grace and direction of God, Paul established some of the first Christian churches in Asia 

Minor. Some of the letters that he wrote to these churches (at Ephesus, Collosse, and in Galatia) we 

have today as a part of our Holy Scriptures. This area, modern-day Turkey, which at one point in 

history was a land scattered with thriving Christian churches and from which Christianity spread, is 

now known as a country in which 98% of the residents are Muslim. The residents of Turkey are not the 

only ones who have been swallowed up by the menacing monster of Islam. In fact, today, 

approximately 900 million people world-wide are Muslims. Yet the monster is not satisfied. At the 

present, Islam is a steadily growing religion and it is projected that by the year 2000 there will be more 

Muslims in the world than those who call themselves Christians. 

Because it posed as an enemy of the Church of the past and because it is still a menace today, 

we should understand what the religion is. The November issue of the P. R. Theological Journal quotes 

Bassam M. Madany as saying, “Never has the world known a more anti-Christian faith, and never has 

the church of Jesus Christ encountered a greater challenge to everything which is dear to its heart!” We 

must be knowledgeable about this our enemy that we may be prepared and armed to defend ourselves, 

stand against its lies in an age of religious tolerance, and warn others also to beware. 

We cannot begin a study of the Islamic religion without at least a brief introduction to the man 

with whom it all began, the “Prophet” Muhammad. This false prophet lived approximately 600 years 

after Christ, and was born in Mecca near the western coast of Arabia. To dispel a fairly common 

misconception, we must understand that Muslims do not view Muhammad as a savior and do not 

worship him. They do, however, view him as a man who lived a superior and exemplar life, and one 

who had a special relation to God. This special relation led to a series of visits by the angel Gabriel 

who recited his message to Muhammad. Muhammad, in turn, wrote down the words of these recitations 

in a book which became known as the Koran, or Qur’an, and which is a source of ultimate authority for 

all Muslims. 

Soon after these visits began, Muhammad started to proclaim his message and revelation in 

Mecca. He was not received there, however, and so fled the city and migrated to Madina (Arabic for 

the Illuminated City.) This migration took place in 622 A. D. This date marks the beginning of the 

Muslim calendar. Within two years, Muhammad became the leader of Madina and soon after also 

succeeded in asserting his authority over Mecca. 

Before we continue with the spread of Islam from these initial cities, it must be mentioned that 

this early community founded by Muhammad in Madina and Mecca plays an important role in Islamic 

religion even today. Muhammad’s life and the community which he organized have been studied in-

depth by Islamic scholars. Together, these are viewed as an important source of authority and guidance 

to be used alongside the authority of the Koran. The concept of an Islamic community is an integral 

part of the religion and is largely why so often in the news we hear about Muslims in connection with 

politics and often violent political protests. In fact, religion and community are so closely connected 

that the religion and the culture share the same name of “Islam.” 

Returning now to the spread of Islam from this early community at Medina and Mecca, it is 

interesting to note that Islam, like Christianity, is one of the few “missionary” religions in world 

history. However, whereas the Apostle Paul was able to witness conversions through the simple 

preaching of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit working in the hearts of the elect, Muhammad 

resorted to the force of arms. He began the practice of raiding and conquering territories in the name of 

the new religion and justified his militant attitude and practices by declaring it a “holy war,” or “jihad.” 

(The reader might recognize the term “jihad” as it has been used frequently in the past years by the 



News media when reporting on the Middle East.) Within a decade after Muhammad’s death, this tactic 

had resulted in the Muslim possession of Persia, Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Arabia. By 720 A. D. 

they controlled an expanse of territory from India across North Africa to Gibraltar. 

Having explored the role Muhammad played in the founding, the practice, and the spread of 

Islam, we turn now to the basic teachings set forth in the Koran which he wrote. Some of these 

teachings include the belief in the Koran as the final revelation of God, a high regard for showing 

mercy to all, and a particular emphasis on submission to God’s will in all areas of life. That the concept 

of submission is so important is realized when one understands that the very word “Islam” means 

“submission” in Arabic, and the word “Muslim” means “one who has submitted.” 

The supreme way in which one can demonstrate his submission to God is by performing the 

five best works, or the five pillars of Islam. These five pillars are actually often viewed as four pillars 

set on one. This sole pillar being the most important of all good works that a Muslim can perform. 

Therefore, the most fundamental good work is to bear witness to the oneness of God and the truth of 

the final revelation. This is done by reciting: “There is no god but God, and Muhammad is his 

prophet.” 

The second pillar is the requirement of all Muslims to pray facing Mecca five times a day. 

These prayers are often memorized formal addresses to God and involve a series of standing, kneeling, 

and bowing. The third pillar involves giving alms to the poor. As with all of the pillars, there are 

qualifications to this requirement. For example, if one is poor himself then he is exempted from having 

to give alms. The fourth pillar is the discipline of fasting. All Muslims refrain from eating and drinking 

from dawn to dusk for one month each year. The fifth and final pillar is the requirement of pilgrimage. 

Again, there is one month every year in which all Muslims are expected to do their religious duty. 

During this month, if it is at all possible, a Muslim should make a pilgrimage to some holy site, 

preferably to Mecca and Medina. 

In summary then these are the most basic deeds that all Muslims are expected to perform. The 

last four are done only if no other obligations are pressing. However, the first pillar, that of reciting: 

“There is no god but God, and Muhammad is his prophet” is absolutely mandatory and must be recited 

faithfully throughout a Muslim’s life. 

The most important point about all of these requirements is that Muslims believe that God 

judges a person based on how they have performed and have balanced out the performance of these 

obligations. In other words, one earns one’s salvation based on how well they have lived in submission 

to God’s will as revealed in the Koran. It follows, then, that Muslims feel no need for a Savior outside 

of themselves. Each individual is responsible for his or her own salvation. In order to escape hell and 

gain heaven one must simply perform enough good works done at the right time and in the right way 

and subsequently earn the favor of God. 

This is possible because in Muslim doctrine there is no concept of the depravity of man. In 

other words, a person can sin (by not submitting to the will of God) but has no innate, pervasive 

sinfulness that needs to be atoned for. Muslims not only deny the divinity of Christ, His role as Savior, 

and His crucifixion, they even deny their need for Him. 

In this light, it is interesting to note that some medieval Christian theologians regarded Islam as 

a Christian heresy rather than as a new and distinct religion. May we now and in our generations know 

the Scriptures well enough that we never make such a mistake. As the Islamic religion continues to 

spread we will very likely find ourselves coming into contact with Muslims more and more frequently. 

It is our duty then to be both well-versed in the Scriptures and knowledgeable about the Islamic belief 

system. In this way we will be able to expose the lie of Islam and bring the truth to those who walk in 

darkness. 

Throughout medieval and modern history, Islam has stood as a powerful and hate-filled enemy 

of the Church of Christ and the Truth she proclaims. Even today, however, as the Church seems to grow 



weaker and Islam seems to gain strength, we do not fear but look the more eagerly for the Second 

Coming when we shall have the victory even through the very Christ that Muslims deny.❖ 
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