
The Lull Before the Storm 

 John Huizenga 

 
The lull. Lightning flickers in the distance. Thunder rumbles softly. As the towering wall of 

dark clouds draw near, an eerie light and strange silence settles across the land. The birds stop singing 

and scurry for shelter. The sky grows darker and comes swiftly like the gaping mouth of a fish ready to 

swallow down its white gullet everything in its path. It is time to seek shelter. It’s time for any last 

minute repairs to your shelter. There is no time to waste. 

When the torrents of rain and hail driven by wild winds batter the house, flatten the grass, and 

bend trees to the limit, we are ever so thankful for shelter. We are glad that the loose boards are nailed 

down, the broken windows are fixed, the shingles replaced. When the wind rises to a howl and the 

house shutters and creaks, we are glad that the foundation is sure, and the beams solid. We are glad that 

the shelter was built and maintained to withstand the storm. 

We have been blessed with many years of peace in our churches - a time of fair, sunny weather. 

Are we prepared to endure a storm? Is our shelter secure? Storms will come. We may not know the 

nature of the storm: whether it will come from within our churches, through the introduction of false 

doctrine, or from persecution from without but it is not too early to prepare. We do not need to know 

details about the storm before we begin to prepare for the storm, yet we ought to be on the lookout for 

any signs. The important thing is that we are prepared. This is not a time to relax. This is a time to 

remember the storms of the past and make sure our shelter is maintained and built up. Perhaps this is 

the lull before the storm. If so, there is no time to waste. 

We have a shelter from the storms of false doctrine, controversy, personal attacks of Satan 

against our soul, and persecution, but that shelter is not the church building. Neither is the shelter 

family, friends, ministers, or our schools; though they are important to maintain the shelter. The shelter 

we have is our faith. Faith is not a leap into the dark. It is not belief in something that you would like to 

be true, but can’t be sure. Faith is our certain knowledge of God and His salvation as revealed in His 

Word, and our confidence worked by the Holy Spirit through the word that that salvation is ours 

personally. 

Our shelter from the storms of conflict in the church remains strong when our knowledge of 

God is strong and certain. If God is vague, unpredictable, changing, and inconsistent, then you have no 

clear knowledge of God to judge whether or not the ideas you face in the conflict are true or false. If 

you believe that God loves everyone head for head, then eventually the storms of ideas will drive you 

to believe that all will be saved. If you believe that God changes His plans in response to the actions of 

men, then you can be driven to believe most anything about God and salvation. But when you know 

God distinctly, then you can say with confidence, “no, that is not of God,” or “yes, that is of God.” 

Essential, then, to our faith and the strength of our shelter, is God’s revelation of Himself in 

Scripture. Any ideas about God outside of Scripture come from the mind of man, and are just that: 

man’s ideas, and not God’s. This is why the reformers fought so vehemently for sola scriptura 

(scripture alone). So when someone flings at you talk about how “godly” people can be in a foreign 

nation that has not yet heard the gospel, and how it must be that God is showing some gracious favor to 

them, and how He must love even those who do not become Christians, you say “no, that is not the 

God of scripture.” As soon as you step beyond God’s word, your faith will crumble, your shelter will 

fall, and you will be tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. 

This knowledge of God and His salvation is not a head knowledge that can be discussed 

scientifically and found inaccurate or misleading. You could be born to godly parents, baptized in the 

church, memorize the whole Bible and all the creeds and confessions of the church and still be flattened 

by the storm and swept into hell. On the other hand, you may know only a few verses of the Bible and 

struggle to understand your catechism lessons, but stand strong in the storm, easily discerning what is 



right and what is wrong. The shelter of faith is a personal knowledge of God. You may have barely 

made it through high school with a D- and your brother has a PhD. in biochemistry but if you both read 

together a letter from your father, you both know with certainty that the letter is your father’s. If one 

would say “no, I don’t think that letter is from your father,” you immediately respond “yes it is.” “How 

do I know,” you say, “well because that sounds just like my father.” “How do I know?” your PhD. 

brother says. Perhaps he could go into many fine details about the letter, or even do some scientific 

statistical analysis, but the one who attacks the claim can always find some other explanation. In the 

end, both you and your brother stand on the same confession that you know your father because you 

are his children. Together you can withstand the most vehement attack against the truth of your 

confession. 

Is your faith able to withstand the subtle, penetrating, fierce blast of the storm? Now, in this 

time of peace and calm, is the time to build, maintain, and repair. Our relationship with God deepens 

and develops when we think upon Him in every activity of our lives, pray, read His word, study 

together in society, examine the structures build by our forefathers in the heat of the storms, and above 

all, listen carefully as Christ speaks to us through the pure and lively preaching of the word. 

Now is the time to stand up from your daily work and scan the horizon for any signs of a storm. 

Now is the time to examine your faith for any rotting or loose timbers. Does the idea of common grace 

sound like the grace of your God? Does your God offer a salvation that He hopes you will accept but 

leaves it up to you? Are you sure of your answer? Can you confirm your answers with the words of 

God Himself? Do you know what type of worship is pleasing to God? Is it important to know God as a 

personal God who has revealed Himself to man in history? Is it important to believe that Jesus was 

born and died on the cross exactly as the Bible says or is it enough to cherish the story and live 

according to the principles and example of the life of Jesus? Should we strive to prepare the earth for a 

thousand reign of Christ on this earth? 

Should we lovingly accept the homosexual as he is into our fellowship? Should we encourage 

women to exercise leadership in the church if they are able and willing? Are you sure? Why do you 

think so? These are some of the storm clouds I see round about us. Perhaps you see others. Let us get 

busy securing the shelter which God has given unto us lest we suddenly find ourselves unprepared in 

the fearful silence of the lull before the storm. ❖ 
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