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There is no question that the many victories of the Islamic empire in the 7th and 8th centuries 

terrorized the lands in their path. In a short period of time Tierney says that, “The followers of a new 

prophet, Mohammed, snatched away from the Byzantine Empire all the ancient Christian lands of the 

eastern Mediterranean and North Africa” (81). After these triumphs, the Mohammedans accompanied 

by the Berbers from North Africa invaded and conquered Spain in 711. What lay before them was the 

whole continent of Europe, the land of Luther and Calvin, and for most of us, the land of our 

forefathers. 

The danger was very real as Tierney explains: “No one thinks of the seventh and eighth 

centuries as a great age in the history of Europe - but if the events of that period had turned out 

differently, there might never have been a Europe at all” (81). The main event he refers to is the Battle 

of Tours: “the scene of the great victory won by Charles Martel over the Saracens [Mohammedans, 

MPF], AD 732, which gave a decisive check to the career of Arab conquest in Western Europe, rescued 

Christendom from Islam” (Creasy 157). When reading about this battle the truth that God protects His 

church stares you in the face. God used the Battle of Tours to save His church, though weak, from the 

rule of the dreaded Mohammedans. 

The sovereign control of God in this victory becomes evident when you look at the state of 

Frankish Gaul (now France) before Tours. During that time the Merovingian line of kings ruled Gaul 

beginning with the reign of Clovis in the early 6th century. Although his reign was strong, the line of 

succeeding rulers gradually decreased in power. The region they ruled had been converted to 

Christianity by Scotch and Irish monks, but Schaff says that much of the Christianization, “was a 

wholesale conversion, or a conversion of nations under the command of their leaders.” He goes on to 

say that the conversion was mostly superficial for the barbarians were children in knowledge (17-19). 

Moss says that Frankish Gaul under the Merovingians was marked with famine, murder, and sudden 

death. Beggars and highwaymen infested the roads, and the churches were not safe from rapine (195). 

The situation with the rulers themselves was no different. The Merovingians were constantly 

feuding and warring against each other. The worst of these rulers were Chilperic, the grandson of 

Clovis, and Fredegund his wicked wife who once had an assassin kill Chilperic’s brother, Sigibert, with 

a poison dart after Sigibert defeated Chilperic in 575 A.D. 

In time the degenerate Merovingians were overcome by the Carolingians, who used the office 

of the mayor of the palace to usurp the crown. The event that marked the overthrow was the Battle of 

Tertry in 687 AD. After that battle, Theodoric III was made ruler of all Gaul. He ruled until 714, when 

Pepin II was made king. His illegitimate son’s name would be known as Charles Martel. 

That was the Gaul the Mohammedans saw from Spain. It’s no wonder that Gibbon says: “The 

decline of the French monarchy invited the attack of these insatiate fanatics.” This campaign of the 

Mohammedans (summ. from Gibbon, 1855ff) led by the great Abderame started with a defeat at 

Toulouse by the Franks under the leadership of Eudes, a noble from the province of Aquitaine 

(Southern Gaul) who usurped the title of “King”. But this defeat only fueled a revenge among the 

Mohammedans so that they attacked and captured Narbonne from the hands of Eudes. 

Eudes, seeking any way to stop the imminent onslaught on the rest of Gaul, even gave his own 

daughter in marriage to a Moorish rebel leader to persuade his army to fight Abderame’s army. This 

rebel leader was defeated and Abderame sent the daughter of Eudes to Damascus. Abderame proceeded 

to defeat a Christian army at Arles, allowing his forces to pass over the Garonne and the Dordogne 

rivers. There, Eudes again met Abderame only to be crushed by the Mohammedans. Following this 

victory over Eudes, the Mohammedans overran Aquitaine, spelling its apparent end. At this point 



Gibbon admits that, “A victorious march had been prolonged above a thousand miles from the rock of 

Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire” (1859). Who could stop Abderame and his host of Mohammedans? 

When considering the extent of the Mohammedan conquest into Gaul we must understand that 

Tours and the river Loire are in the middle of France. The Battle at Tours was no border skirmish 

because the whole southern part of Gaul was under Islam at that time. To increase the serious nature of 

the battle we must note that, according to Moslem chroniclers, the Moslem army, “brought with them 

all their armor, and whatever they had, as if they were thenceforth always to dwell in France” (Creasy, 

163). Charles Martel knew the danger of the Moslem threat but he waited until the Moslems reached 

Tours to confront Abderame. Historians list different factors why Charles waited so long, but the fact 

remains that Charles was ready to meet Abderame with a prepared army exactly at the right time 

considering that some of his troops were at the end of their allotted time. 

So Charles, an experienced leader by this time through wars against the Frisians and Germans, 

finally collected his forces and went to meet Abderame at Tours. The well-conducted march by Charles 

covered many hills by Tours so that they surprised Abderame when they attacked. Six days of desultory 

combat ensued with the Moslem horseman and archers holding the advantage. Then on the seventh day, 

“At last they set themselves in battle array, and the nations from the North standing firm as a wall, and 

impenetrable as a zone of ice, utterly slay[ed] the Arabs with the edge of the sword” (Creasy, 164). The 

next morning Charles Martel’s army was ready to fight again, but there were no Arabs! They sent out 

men to see if the Arabs were setting an ambush, but that was not so. The mighty Abderame had been 

slain, and the Arabs were in retreat! Europe was saved from Islam! 

But, before we give the credit to Charles Martel and his army let us see that it was God who 

stopped Abderame and his Mohammedans. God protected Europe from the religion of Islam. A religion 

which probably would have supplanted Christianity in Europe, just as it did in North Africa and other 

parts of the then known world. The life under Islam would indeed have been miserable. In addition to 

all the abominations of this false religion, consider what Schaff has to say about the reward for the 

Moslem conqueror: “Concubinage with female slaves is allowed to all without limitation. The violation 

of captive women is the legitimate reward of the conqueror” (189). 

From such atrocities God saved His church! After such a victory the question arises: What then 

happened in the Christian lands of Europe? One would think that all of Europe should have turned to 

God in thanksgiving, and that the truth would be treasured as never before. But instead of thanksgiving, 

the church centered in Rome wrongfully began to ally herself with the state. Yes, indeed Christianity 

was being spread in the wake of Tours by missionaries such as Boniface, but at this time Rome began 

to build its power as Von Ranke says: 

“The Pope of Rome—allied himself with this prince [Charles Martel, 

MPF] and his successors; as he received assistance from them, and 

bestowed in return the favor and protection of the spiritual authority, the 

compound of military and sacerdotal government which forms the basis 

of all European civilization from that moment arose into being.” 

From that time conquest and conversion went hand in hand. “As soon,” says the author of the 

life of St. Boniface, “as the authority of the glorious Prince Charles over the Frisians was confirmed, 

the trumpet of the sacred word was heard.” (2-3) That the pope was beginning to increase in power is 

also Schaff’s point in connection with the coronation of Charles Martel’s son, Pepin, by Pope Zacharias 

(741-752). Schaff says, “this elevation and coronation was made the basis of papal superiority over the 

crowns of France and Germany” (234). 

When reading about the rise of the power of Rome and the events of the dark ages following the 

battle of Tours it is hard for us to see God’s plan in it all. At times we ask ourselves whether God had 

His church in Europe at all. These problems are solved when we see how God used the Battle of Tours 

and all the subsequent events of 800 years to bring about the great Reformation of the 16th century. 



God brought about the Reformation by means of such men as Gottschalk who lived in the 9th 

century. He was a man who lived during a time when the church was apostate. He taught the views of 

the great Augustine such as election and reprobation, and he was persecuted for it. Another man God 

used to bring the Reformation was the pre-reformer John Huss who was burned at the stake because he 

preached the truth over against mighty Rome. 

The lives of these men and others such as the Waldensians show us that God did have his 

church during the Middle Ages even though the instituted church was hopelessly apostate. He showed 

this also through preserving His Word during these dark days. Therefore, we see that God always 

preserves His church on this earth. He preserved it through means such as the victory at the Battle of 

Tours. 

We as Christians give the praise and glory for this victory to our King Jesus Christ. This is only 

one event in history that Christ uses to bring about His second triumphant return to this world. He is the 

King who said in Matthew 28:18b to His disciples after His resurrection: “All power is given unto me 

in Heaven and in Earth.” Our King’s power was mightily evident at the battle of Tours. No mere man or 

all the host of Mohammedanism can stop God who says, “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 

pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10b). ❖ 
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