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 Are you sometimes absent from your society meetings when some sports event or other 

entertainment is held on the night of your society meeting? Do you sit listlessly in church on 

Sunday with your mind on other things? Do you spend your time listening to your radio or 

watching television when there are other things to be done? 

 These things are common enough and may seem, in themselves, to be unimportant; but 

when we remember that they show what things we consider to be most important in our lives, 

they fit into a pattern that is disturbing. When we look at the things that we do and the way that 

we spend our time, we wonder what we, as young people, have as our scale of importance, our 

standard of values. 

 The problem of values is as old as time itself. Every age has had its own idea of what 

man should be and what he should do. The Pharisees of Jesus’ time thought of the perfect man as 

one who obeyed every letter of the law. And we know how wrong they were. The Epicureans 

thought that man should live with as much ease and pleasure as possible. The Stoics repressed 

emotion as much as possible. The Romans admired only law and power. The Romanticist 

worshipped nature as god. 

 All these proved to be nothing but vanity; and they died. Now our American culture has 

arisen in their place. Americans value all things in terms of their financial returns. “If a thing will 

make us rich, it is good.” American people are constantly seeking ways of making money and 

their entertainment is based on the artificial excitement and thrills provided by the movies, radio, 

and television. Anyone who listens to the radio or watches television experiences the artificiality 

of the American culture. 

 It is so easy for us, as Christian young people, to fall into the same pattern of thinking. 

We become so concerned about our physical welfare and temporal pleasure that we soon lose 

sight of the things that are eternally valuable. We would rather see how close we can come to the 

world without thinking of our spiritual welfare. 

 The things that we consider to be important make up our standard of values. Our standard 

of values forms our attitudes toward ourselves, our church, our society life, and our work. These 

attitudes, in turn, influence our motives for the things that we do. So then, our actions are always 

a reflection of our attitudes and values and become very important because they show what 

things we call important. 

 Our church societies often become dead because we do not do the necessary work to 

make a lively Bible discussion or a good program. No one will say that societies are unimportant, 

but if we examine our attitudes toward society we wonder how many people think that other 

things are more important. Society life is an important part of our spiritual growth. Are we giving 

it the proper place in our standard of values? Do we spend our time in seeking pleasure and then 

come to our society meetings with the excuse that we had no time to prepare? Everyone says that 

society is important but our contribution to our society is a better gauge of our real attitude 

toward this part of our spiritual life. 

 The same principle may be applied to our reading. We all know what material is good to 

read. Look at the things that you actually do read and you will be able to tell what your standard 

of values really is with regard to your reading. It is so easy to read trash. Are you looking first for 



something that is easy? Are ease and artificial thrills at the top in our standard of values? How 

much time do we spend reading things that are thought-provoking and spiritually valuable? 

 Our societies are often poorly attended during the basketball season. This seems to show 

that many of our young people place a greater value upon sports than upon society meetings. The 

discussions in our societies are often poor because no one is prepared. These things seem to 

show that something is wrong with our attitudes and values. Isn’t it time that we look at our 

standard of values and correct this fault? 

 Christ is speaking of spiritual values when he says, “Lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust corrupt and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” 

 What are these “treasures in heaven”? They are those things that promote our spiritual 

growth and serve the glory of God rather than those that center around our own physical comfort 

and earthly desires. It isn’t easy to accomplish this. It can only be gained through prayer, study, 

and thoughtful attendance of divine worship. 
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