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Question: Can we as parents and preachers in admonishing our young people in seeking 

their helpmate rightfully use Samson as an illustration against seeking one from the world? 

Answer: The reference is, I take it, to Samson’s love of strange women, definitely to his 

marrying into a Philistine family. The doing was wrong, sinful in the sight of God. 

Yet Samson was a true believer. The Scriptures make this unmistakably clear. First, of 

his mother it is stated, “And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child 

grew, and the Lord blessed him.” It is not the teaching of the Scriptures that the wicked are 

blessed. But God blessed the lad. It means that He assumed toward him an attitude of favor and 

that in His love was preparing him physically, mentally, and spiritually for his life’s calling, so 

that, as blessed of God, he loved God, His cause and His people. It means that, as constrained by 

a living faith, he assumed the obligations of his Nazariteship and was ready and eager to serve 

the cause of God as deliverer of Israel. It is wrong to take the Lord’s blessing him as having no 

other effect than that Samson grew up to be a man of prodigious strength. If this endowment had 

not included a sanctifying grace, it would not have been reported of him that he was blessed of 

God. 

That Samson, in making war upon the Philistines, was active from the principle of saving 

faith is clear from the epistle to the Hebrews. Here the passage occurs, “For the time would fail 

me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson…” Thus the sacred writer included also 

Samson in the cloud of witnesses by which God’s people are encompassed. And the writer 

concludes, “And these all (thus also Samson) having obtained a good report through faith, 

received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 

should not be made perfect.” 

Thus Samson too lived by the promise. He was a man of true faith. In that faith he warred 

God’s warfare and began to deliver His people. But he was a man of such gross sensuality that 

on the surface it is not apparent that the mainspring of his actions was faith. 

As moved by the Lord he went down to Timnah. For he understood his calling. He must 

begin to deliver Israel. But he must have an occasion for beginning the conflict. And his seeking 

occasion was of the Lord. So the sacred writer reports. But the narrative does not make plain 

whether Samson hoped to find what he sought through mingling with the Philistines in Timnah 

or through marrying into one of the Philistine families that dwelt there. Be this as it may, he did 

the latter. Arriving in Timnah, he saw there a woman, one of the daughters of the Philistines. A 

brief courtship followed, and he resolved to marry the girl. But it was a forbidden marriage that 

he contemplated. For in Ex. 34:16 and Deut. 7:3, marriage with Canaanitish women is forbidden. 

“And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee,” so the passage reads, “thou shalt 

smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor show mercy 

unto them; neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto 

his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from 

following me, that they may serve other gods: So will the anger of the Lord be kindled against 

you, and destroy thee suddenly.” 

 In Joshua 13:3, the Philistines are included in the Canaanites. 

 Samson hastened to tell his father and his mother of his find, and ordered them to get the 

woman for him to wife. But his god-fearing parents remonstrated with him. They warned him 



against such a venture. They said to him, “Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy 

brethren, or among all thy people, that thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised 

Philistines?” But his only reply to them was, “Get her for me, for she pleaseth me well.” 

 But now the sacred writer adds, “But his father and his mother knew not that it was of the 

Lord, that he sought occasion from the Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion 

over Israel.” 

 Certainly, this cannot mean that Samson had received a revelation from God that he 

should take him a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines. For then God would have been in 

conflict with His own revealed will as expressed in Deut. 7:3. Samson’s seeking occasion against 

the Philistines was of the Lord, but not his seeking it through that marriage. The latter was not of 

the Lord but of Samson himself. 

 But, of course, according to God’s counsel, Samson had to marry that woman. For the 

Philistines had to give him occasion. It means that the forbidden marriage was just another 

instance of sin serving God’s counsel, another instance of God achieving His ends through the 

perverseness of men, in this case a man, who, as to the heart of his dispositions, was a true 

believer. In time, that marriage was a forbidden one certainly. It was exactly Samson’s love of 

strange women that proved his undoing. 

 Certainly then, as parents we can use Samson as an illustration in admonishing our young 

people against seeking their help-mate from the world. 
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