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“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15 

 

 This passage is one of the key texts of Scripture circumscribing the mission calling of the 

church. With it we should also consider Matthew 28:19, Luke 24:45-47, Acts 1:8. Space does not 

permit quoting them in their entirety. The interested reader can look them up in his or her own 

Bible. From them we wish to deduct some important conclusions which will aid us in arriving at 

the truth concerning the matter of missions. 

 The first of these is that Christ speaks in these passages to His disciples and through them 

unto His church, commissioning them to preach the gospel to every creature. It is the gospel that 

is to be preached. Mark that carefully, young people! Think about it seriously! Consider that 

without gospel-preaching there is no mission labor performed! Not really! And this places us 

imperatively before the question, “What is the gospel?” 

 Of course, all that pretends to be the gospel is not. There are as many parodies of the 

gospel today as there were in the days of the apostles. (Galatians 1) The proclaimers of these 

caricatures claim to be fulfilling the mandate of Christ and apparently deceive many, but a 

careful analysis of the message they bring in the light of Christ’s specific commission exposes 

them as distributors of fraudulent wares. Christ commanded that the gospel be preached and the 

preaching of anything less than this or contrary to this cannot be classified as the fulfillment of 

this commission. 

 There is only one gospel. This is the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to 

Matthew, its proclamation consists in instructing in “whatsoever things Christ has commanded.” 

From the passage of Luke it may be stated that the gospel consists of the preaching of repentance 

and remission of sins through the correct understanding and setting forth of the Scriptures as 

these testify of the sufferings and death and resurrection of Christ. Further, according to Acts 1, 

the gospel is the effective witnessing of Christ through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

 The missionary-preacher, therefore, does not go through the city like the huckster, 

offering his wares at attractive prices. Neither does he proclaim the promise of salvation for 

everyone “if they believe.” It is often alleged that missionary activity is impossible unless the 

missionary can proceed in some way from the supposition that God intends or wills to save every 

individual. I maintain that the moment one proceeds from such a supposition, which is contrary 

to the Word, such a person is unfit to carry out the mission-mandate of Christ. The gospel cannot 

be preached from a false supposition. Neither can it ever be said that one who gives utterance to 

the lie is doing as Christ has commanded. 

 Christ ordered that the gospel be preached. The gospel is good news; the comforting 

tidings of unconditional salvation in Christ, “Who of God is made unto us wisdom, 

righteousness, sanctification and redemption.” Tell the world of Me, the Christ! Tell every 

creature that Christ is Lord, to the glory of God! Tell the heathen (nations) that the Lord reigneth. 

(Ps. 96:10) Tell them that He Who through atonement has delivered His cause from the bondage 

of sin and death, has the victory and in the day that has been appointed He will reveal it unto the 

ends of the earth. Tell them that God, in Christ, reconciled the world (according to sovereign 

election) unto Himself and that He shall be glorified in that world even as He shall be justified in 



the righteous condemnation and destruction of the world of iniquity. Tell them of the counsel of 

the living God and of the glorious purposes revealed out of that counsel which through all ages 

are not only realized but stand immovable. Tell them that God does all His good pleasure 

without fail and no one can frustrate His purposes. Tell them that Jesus is not a beggar who 

impotently attempts to break the will of man. Neither is He a kind giver whose gifts are 

ineffective until man has consented to accept them. But tell them in the words of your 

Confession, Canons VII-IV, Art. 11, “But when God accomplishes His good pleasure in the 

elect, or works in them true conversion, he not only causes the gospel to be externally preached 

to them, and powerfully illuminates their minds by his Holy Spirit, that they may rightly 

understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by the efficacy of the same 

regenerating Spirit, pervades the inmost recesses of the man…” 

 Tell them of the Sovereign God of our salvation! 

 Tell them “that the Son of God, from the beginning to the end of the world, gathers, 

defends, and preserves to Himself the elect church…” (Heid. Cat. Q. 54) 

 Then you preach the gospel! Then you tell the Truth! Then you fulfill the mission-

mandate of Christ! 

 Oh, to be sure, there will be a two-fold reaction to the preaching of that gospel. This 

cannot be avoided. Christ Himself intimated as much when in Mark 16 He spoke of “those that 

believe and those that believe not.” In His own earthly ministry He experienced this with the 

multitudes always being divided in their evaluations concerning Him, with some contending that 

He was an imposter while “the little flock” believed that He was The Prophet sent from God. To 

all men it is not given to know the things of God. From the wise and prudent it is hid. (Matt. 

11:25) These things are done in parables that others may not see and be converted. (Mark 4) To 

babes they are revealed that the purposes of God may be fulfilled. How wondrous are the ways 

of God, unfathomed and unknown. The preacher does well to remember this always lest he 

become discouraged in preaching the gospel and begins to appease his carnal hearers by 

distorting the gospel. Ours is the task “to sow and water” but it is God Who gives the increase. 

Let us never pretend to be wiser than God but let us be faithful to preaching nothing but the pure 

gospel. Remember that God is pleased to use it to save the believing ones. (I Cor. 1:21) 

 Young people, insist upon this as the first principle of the mission of your church. Don’t 

begin in China and Africa. Don’t start with complaints about budget and cost! Begin with this: 

“Do we have the gospel to preach unto the world?” We do! Indeed so! Then only are we situated 

to engage in mission work and to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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