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 Question: Who were the “sons of Korah” mentioned as authors of several Psalms? 

 Answer: Psalm 45-49, 85 and 88 bear superscriptions that contain the statement, “A 

Psalm for the sons of Korah”; let us take notice for and not by. It indicates that the sons of 

Korah were not the authors of these psalms. The author of these psalms was David. He 

composed them for these sons, that is, to be sung by these sons on the meetings for public 

worship in the temple. So at II Chron. 20:19, “and of the children of the Korhites (by Korhites is 

to be understood the descendents of Korah) stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud 

voice on high.” 

 As a temple choir these sons of Korah owed their origin to David, as appears from I 

Chron. 15:16, “And David spake to the chief of the Levites (the Korhites were Levites) to 

appoint their brethren to be the singers with instruments of music, psalteries and harps and 

cymbals, sounding aloud and lifting up the voice with joy.” 

 Now Korah, the father of this clan, was a descendent of Levi by the latter’s second-born 

son, Kohath (Ex. 6:16-21). 

 This Korah was the man who along with his associates was swallowed up by the opening 

earth, when they rebelled against the authority of Moses and Aaron in the wilderness (Nu. 16). 

The company of malcontents included, besides Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, On of the tribe of 

Reuben and 250 princes of the assembly “famous in the congregation, men of renown” (vs. 2). 

Statements occur from which it is plain that Korah was the leading spirit of the rebellion (vss. 8, 

16, 26:9, 27:3). They came to Moses and Aaron in a body and said to them, “Ye take too much 

upon you, seeing that all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among 

them; wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord?” (vs. 3). So their 

position was that all the Israelites were holy, every one of them without exception – holy, 

acceptable to God, apart from Aaron, Christ, and that, accordingly, Aaron was not a gift of God 

unto His people to make a covering for their sins by the blood of his sacrifice, but an imposition 

of Moses. Such was really their contention. 

 Korah’s trouble was that his heart was lifted up with pride. Being a Levite, he and his 

fellow tribesmen were called of God to do the service of the tabernacle. But this did not satisfy 

Korah. He sought also the priesthood for himself and his brethren, as insisting that he had as 

much right to it as Aaron (vss. 9, 10). 

 Moses would put the matter to a test. So he arranged that Korah and his company along 

with Aaron take their places at the door of the tabernacle with their censors, fire and incense, so 

that the Lord might make known His will in the matter. Korah was unafraid and defiant. He 

seemed to have all the people back of him, so that he was able to gather the whole congregation 

against Moses and Aaron at the door of the tabernacle. 

 Dathan, Abiram and On were likewise wicked men. They reviled Moses and refused to 

submit to his authority. This is plain from what they said to him in reply to his summons that 

they, too, take their places at the door of the tabernacle, so that the Lord might judge between 

them and him. They said, “It is a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that 

floweth with milk and honey (Egypt) to kill us in the wilderness. Except thou make thyself 

altogether a prince over us. Moreover, thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk 



and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards; wilt thou now put out the eyes of 

these men? We will not come (vss. 13, 14). 

 The point that they put is plain. By fair promises of his own invention, none of which he 

had intended to keep, Moses had lured them into the wilderness to bring them under his yoke, 

and to inflict upon them the severest punishment, such as putting out their eyes, should they 

refuse to submit to his rule. They were now letting him know that, as far as they were concerned, 

they had done with him. Threaten as he might, they would not come. He was but an imposter. 

God had not called and sent him. 

 The Lord now appeared in His glory. That He might consume them, the whole people, in 

a moment, He bade Moses and Aaron to separate themselves from the congregation, a large 

portion of which had followed Korah and his company to the tabernacle. But Moses again 

interceded for the people, and the Lord forebore. Would the Lord be wroth with the whole 

congregation, when one man sinned? Such was Moses’ petition. His reference was to Korah. It 

shows that the rebellion had been inaugurated under his name. 

 But there was more. As instructed by the Lord, Moses, followed by the elders, went to the 

tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and warned every person to leave that vicinity, while taking 

heed to themselves to touch nothing of those wicked men, lest they be consumed. Doubtless, to 

see if the people allowed themselves to be frightened, Dathan and Abiram, their wives and sons 

with their small children came out and stood in the door of their tents. Had they taken after their 

fleeing neighbors, they might have been saved. But they continued defiant, as imagining, it must 

be, that no harm would befall them. Doubtless there were several of the people who were 

inclined to agree, and who therefore were in no hurry to leave. 

 And so Moses, who was “very wroth,” said, “Hereby shall ye know that the Lord hath 

sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind. If these men die the 

common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men: then the Lord hath 

not sent me. But if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them 

up, with all that appertains to them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand 

that these men have provoked the Lord.” 

 According to the context, the Lord had previously revealed that this was to be the terrible 

calamity that He would cause the rebels to meet in defense of His servant. 

 Scarcely had these words been spoken, when the earth parted and swallowed up the men 

along with their houses and goods. With a great cry they went down into the pit. And the ground 

closed up over them. All the people that were around them fled in terror. Perhaps at the same 

time the fire of the Lord leaped forth and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered 

incense. 

 But there is a question here. If all the children of Korah had been swallowed up by the 

opening earth and had thus perished, how at that later date could descendents of Korah be singers 

in the temple? The only explanation is that not all of Korah’s children had met that calamity. 

Fact is that according to Nu. 26:2 none of them had. The text here reads, “Notwithstanding the 

children of Korah died not.” It may be that many of Korah’s grown-up sons, taking to heart the 

warning of Moses, had with their neighbors left the vicinity of their father’s tent and had thereby 

saved themselves. It would mean that they had wanted no part in their father’s revolt. 
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