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Dear Fellows: 

 This is the month in which we have a day of thanksgiving as a nation. Annually at this 

time of year the president of our country issues a Thanksgiving Day proclamation, calling upon 

everyone to give thanks unto the Lord for benefits and mercies received. We understand by this 

that all men have received blessings and mercies from the Lord and are able to give thanks unto 

Him from Whom is every good and perfect gift. Where do we read of this in scripture that all 

men have received gracious beneficence and therefore are called to give thanks? 

 Man is called to give thanks to His Lord. But what man must do, and what he can do, are 

two different things. The teaching that all men have received blessings and mercies of the Lord 

and are able to give thanks unto Jehovah is not a truth of Scripture. Only the people of God are 

able to give thanks and they are able to give thanks unto God always. The only thing that can 

keep us and does keep us from giving thanks unto the Lord is the spiritual condition of our own 

heart and life and never anything outside of us. 

 As a former serviceman this is one day of the year that I found was observed in the 

service by a big meal prepared for the men in the service. The tables are overflowing with food, 

more than we can eat. Is this the way in which we have to give thanks? Does thanksgiving mean 

that when I have plenty, and do not have any misfortune, that then I can give thanks unto the 

Lord? When I have to suffer misfortune or someone in my family is very ill, is it then that I am 

not expected to give thanks and observe this day of Thanksgiving? 

 No, this cannot be the meaning of thanksgiving. Not to us who are the children of God; 

sorrow and worldly misfortune and the giving of thanks do not exclude each other. We can see 

what this means when we look at Habakkuk 3:17-18, “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 

neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 

meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will 

rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 

 What an amazing Word of God? With all the sorrowing mentioned in the text, the child 

of God can still rejoice in the Lord. He will rejoice. He does not say that he will bear the present 

affliction, nor does he say that he will not murmur or rebel when there are these things about 

him, but he will rejoice! He will not wait until the times are better and there is no affliction on 

any side, but he will rejoice now. This is wonderful for the Christian, for he has the victory 

regardless of the difficulties that trouble him. 

 I will rejoice in the Lord, and leap for joy in the God of my salvation. This means that 

God will be my joy. My rejoicing will not be in the things of this earth. How then would the 

afflicted and troubled child of God ever be able to rejoice and give thanks? I will rejoice in the 

Lord Who is the God of my salvation. He has taken away my sins and shed His love abroad in 

my heart, and so has filled my heart with unspeakable joy, in knowing that the present distress is 

only for a time, and they all work together to realize the glory which the Lord has laid away for 

me. 
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