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 We have reached the point in our discussion where we must say a few words about the 

relation between the law and the gospel. This relationship has come again to a certain measure of 

importance in the controversy that has so recently been in our churches. The accusation has been 

leveled against those who have gone backwards in their theology (I use the term loosely) to 

conditions, that they have also gone back to the law. And the question is whether this accusation 

is warranted. Those men are charged with putting on Calvary the law instead of the cross. It 

might be well if we discuss this in the following article. And it fits in very closely to our subject 

of “Living Out of Good Works.” For the question that particularly concerns us is whether we too 

must go along with these men to the law and find in that law the principle of our Christian living. 

 It might be well first of all to point out in what respect the accusation is correct, namely 

that conditions and conditional theology certainly do place the law between the Christian and the 

cross. 

 And that is plain from the following brief though conclusive argument. The spiritual 

ethical principle of the moral law of God is the “must” of that law. “Do this and thou shalt live.” 

But upon all those who do not keep all the words of the law rests the curse. In the second place 

the real principle of all conditions is also the “must.” “Faith is a condition to salvation” can very 

readily be paraphrased to “You must of your own power believe if you are going to be saved.” 

And since the principle is the same, the two are necessarily the same. It is true therefore that 

conditions necessarily go back to the law. 

 But what is the true significance of the law, and the meaning of the law especially in its 

relation to the cross of Christ and our good works? 

 We must first of all understand that Israel, as they stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, were 

very really commanded to keep the law of God. God demanded of Israel that it keep the law. 

And if Israel did not keep the law, its curse was upon them. And the curse of the law was death. 

And that does not hold true for Israel alone, but for all mankind. Every man is placed under the 

obligation of the law and must love the Lord God with all his heart and mind and soul and 

strength. But Israel did not and could not keep the law. They could not in fact begin to keep that 

law. And therefore the curse of the law was upon them. They lived in the midst of death. And so 

believing Israel, who groaned under the burden of that law and confessed every day again that 

they could not keep the law, could only look ahead to Christ. For Christ was the fulfillment of 

the law. 

 And that is the second point that we must note. Christ fulfilled the law. That means in the 

first place that Christ kept the law perfectly. There was not one commandment of all the law of 

God that He ever broke. That means in the second place that Christ took the curse of the law 

upon Himself. He took all the curse of death which rested upon those who could not keep the law 

upon Himself. And in taking the curse of the law upon Himself, the curse which is death, He 

died the accursed death of the cross. Thus by His work on the cross the curse is removed from 

the law and the law is fulfilled. That in essence is also the gospel. 

 The third point is that the curse of the law is taken from all the elect for whom Christ 

died. And that is important too. And it is here that we touch upon the subject of conditions. 

 The law remains. The “must” of the law remains in a sense. And the “must” of the law is 

upon all men. Do this and thou shalt live. And if you do not obey all the works of the law, the 



curse of the law is upon you. You shall die. And the response of the believer can only be that he 

cannot keep that law of God. And if all there is is the law, then he shall surely die everlastingly 

in hell. But because Christ took the curse of the law upon Him and suffered its penalty, and 

therefore fulfilled the law, we are free from that curse. That means that the curse of the law no 

more is upon us. 

 And that can only mean that the “must” of the law is fulfilled also. The “must” is there 

yet, but it is fulfilled. The “must” becomes the can and the will and the do. In Christ we can keep 

the law; in Christ we will to keep the law; and in Christ we do keep the law. And that is possible 

because that life which Christ received as a reward for His finished work is bestowed upon the 

hearts of the elect by the Spirit of Christ. The child who is now pressed to the earth by reason of 

the great burden of the law finds true Christian liberty at the foot of the cross of Christ. It is true 

that that law is only kept in principle yet, but the principle is there nevertheless. The “must” 

vanishes into the do by the work of Christ. 

 There is an important reason why we must hold to this. I sometimes feel sorry for those 

who hold to conditions. Their ministers shout from the pulpits, You must do this and you must 

fulfill the condition of the law if you are ever going to be saved. And the more conditions are 

emphasized, the more the cross of Christ fades into the background. And the more they shout, 

“You must…” the more the people can only answer, “I can’t...” And the more the people say, “I 

can’t…” the more the terrors of the curse of the law fill their soul. There is no comfort any more. 

Conditions take the place of the cross. De Wolf et al travel the weary road back from the cross to 

Mount Sinai. And the horrible part of it is that they take the people with them. And at the foot of 

Mount Sinai is only the curse. 

 But at the cross of Christ we find the fulfillment of the law which is written upon our 

hearts and which therefore in principle we do. And we see that salvation can never come through 

the law, for we cannot keep it, but salvation is by grace. “God forbid that I should glory, save in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…” 
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