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 If we look back over the thirty years of our existence as Protestant Reformed Churches to 

discover any serious lack we may have suffered, we would venture to say that our sore spot lies 

in our failure to provide proper facilities where our children might be instructed according to the 

demands of God’s covenant. Even today half of our congregations are located in communities 

where there are no Protestant Reformed schools and the other half have schools of rather recent 

origin. We have reared a generation without the staff of distinctive schools and we suffer because 

of it. 

 Why this neglect? 

 Why this error?  

 Many reasons could readily be advanced which seemingly would more or less justify our 

failures in the field of education. Physically, in some places, schools could not be maintained. 

We were small in numbers. Churches that were not self-supporting felt that such an additional 

endeavor was impossible. Materially we lacked the means. Teachers were not available. There 

has been only a partial interest. Our people fostered divided opinions with some contending that 

the existing schools were adequate and others pleading for our own, while a few even have risen 

to the defense of public schools. Our leaders have halted between two opinions. 

 Thus we might continue but such argumentation indicates two things that are indisputably 

certain. First, a generation of children, now matured, has suffered from this our lack and 

secondly, whether these arguments are valid or spurious, our courage has waned in the face of 

the difficulties involved in the establishing and maintenance of Protestant Reformed Christian 

Schools. 

 This is a serious matter! 

 Serious it is because of the important place the school occupies in the life of the child. 

There he spends considerable time, receives instruction in many things, establishes numerous 

associations and into him are inculcated certain patterns of thinking. All of these vitally affect his 

manner of living and future. 

 It is rather surprising that we, as Protestant Reformed people, have made no more 

positive progress in this field than we have because from our very inception we have had the 

testimony that we were a people that understood the importance of and loved true Christian 

schools. In 1932 the National Union of Christian Schools made the observation that from 1912 to 

1932 there was a decline in the Christian Reformed Churches from 51% to 46% of the 

membership who sent their children to Christian schools. One of the three reasons given for this 

decline was, “Of late an element, very loyal to the Christian school, has left the Christian 

Reformed Church.” Is this not 1924? What has happened to that loyalty? 

 Today we are confronted with a real challenge! 

 It has been said that the schism in our churches will inflict a severe blow upon the 

progress that has been made toward realizing our goal of Protestant Reformed education. Perhaps 

this may be so but such a hasty conclusion is more speculative than factual. Our schools will, 

without doubt, experience a reduction in enrollment. We are informed that all but a very few of 

the families of the opposition in Grand Rapids have already enrolled their children elsewhere. 

This, however, is no deflection of progress. The Lord does not measure progress in terms of 

numbers and neither should we. Our contention is that those who can so readily cast aside the 



principles upon which our Protestant Reformed Christian Schools are built are certainly not a 

support to the movement. They are a real detriment. Furthermore, the claim of those who follow 

such a course that they intend to remain Protestant Reformed becomes exposed as meaningless. 

Let’s not be deceived! 

 But we must go on and continue in faith, by the grace of God, to strive toward the 

realization of our calling as this is expressed in Psalm 78:4 and 6, “We will not hide them from 

their children, showing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord and His strength, and 

His wonderful works that He hath done, that the generation to come might know them, even the 

children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children.”  

 In this, young people, lies your challenge! 

 It has been and still is my observation and experience that young people generally fail in 

the opportunity and duty to promote the cause of Christian education. From the time that they 

leave school until the time they marry and have children of their own, little interest is shown. 

The school meetings are considered to be for “parents and teachers.” Perhaps the appellation 

P.T.A. has frightened them and led them to the conclusion that the things discussed and 

transacted there are not for them. If it has, then P.T.A. is a misnomer and ought to be substituted. 

Why shouldn’t our young people exert some of their abundant energies, use their given talents, 

and contribute of their earnings to such a worthwhile endeavor? They should and ought to be 

instructed to do so! To fail is to walk in the way of error. 

 The benefits reaped will be their own. Oh, yes, the school movement will profit from 

their interest and efforts, too. Yet, it must not be overlooked that they will be serving to their 

own advantage also. During these years they will gain experience and insight into the vast 

problems of training children. They will be awakened to the needs which they, in a few years’ 

time, as parents will be obliged to provide for their own children. And the strength and 

determination of youth will enable them to wrestle untiringly and a new stimulus will be 

awakened that will inspire and encourage those who might be inclined to give up. 

 Young people, can you meet that challenge? 

 The decision is one of “truth vs. error.” It’s wrong, it’s a practical error to be indifferent 

to God’s cause at any age or to waste precious years that might be most usefully spent in 

working in a cause as significant as that of Christian education. 

 And error is sin! 

 On the other hand, it’s right, it’s a mark of walking in the truth to serve Him in all things 

with joy and gladness of heart. Labor not for the meat that perishes! Don’t waste your time in 

idleness! Seek not the world and its pleasures! Vanity of vanities! 

 Rise up, young people, as a mighty army to advance truth in education. Your children 

will reap the harvest of your arduous labor. 
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