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 In our last issue of Beacon Lights we wrote that our calling as soldiers of Christ is to fight 

the battles of faith, which means that we are to openly combat every form of error that besets us. 

Our battle is not against flesh and blood but against the spiritual forces of wickedness in high 

places. 

 Our intention is now to begin a series of articles touching upon various errors that are 

often more prevalent in our lives than we realize. They creep into our conceptions and into 

various spheres of our life and often are left unmolested because we fail to recognize them as the 

errors they really are. To most of us some of the things we have in mind are so trivial that to call 

them errors is to make one’s self guilty of gross exaggeration. Remembering, however, that we 

are called to fight error, we think it will be profitable to remind our readers of some of these 

things that they may be aroused to a more consecrated spiritual battle. In the present issue we 

deal with those errors that creep into the sphere of our conventions and the obvious reason for 

our choosing this is the fact that, D.V., our young people will hold their 14th annual convention 

this month. 

 Before discussing this subject there are two things I must briefly mention. The first is that 

in this series of writings we distinguish, although we do not separate, error in “doctrine” and 

error in “practice.” Of course, these two are inseparable because doctrine is a way of life. And 

correct living therefore means that in all of our practices we conform to our doctrine. To detect 

error implies that we understand our doctrine and are able to compare our living habits with it. 

Assuming that young people are able to do this, we will for the present leave out of our 

discussion the “doctrinal” and confine our thoughts to the detection of “practical error.” These 

errors upon which we purpose to focus attention are not necessarily the consequence of a faulty 

doctrinal concept but they can better be ascribed to spiritual indolence and neglect of Christian 

living. 

 In the second place, we must add that our object in this series is not criticism but rather 

instruction and correction. We do not aim at finding fault but rather purpose to correct faults that 

do exist in order that in all things our lives may be patterned after godliness and we may 

faithfully walk in the truth. Like as the mosquito breeds in the stagnant waters, so does error 

breed in the pools of Christian indolence. Our minds must be stirred up unto the remembrance of 

holy things that we may not be neglectful in our warfare. And so we will also attempt to present 

the truth which must supplant these practical errors so that when the latter are detected and 

eradicated from our lives we do not fall into other errors which prove to be worse than the first, 

but that we progress in our sanctification unto the perfection of the children of God. (Matt. 5:48) 

 And now, about our convention! 

 In the minds of some (relatively few, I think, who likely will not bother to read these 

lines), there is an error concerning the purpose of our annual conventions. They don’t understand 

the nature of these gatherings. These, by the way, are usually the same ones who have little 

interest in promoting the true objective of the weekly society meetings in their own church. They 

think that the convention affords them a justifiable excuse to be released from their work for a 

few days and get from under parental supervision so that they can do as they please. They seize 

upon the smallest opportunity to break helter-skelter from the convention’s activities. If everyone 

followed their pattern our conventions would result in miserable failure. Their error is very 



serious because as long as they are plagued with it they cannot reap any of the benefits which so 

many enjoy during these days. Further, they are a blemish upon the convention as a whole. 

 We ought to remember that our main objective is spiritual. This is expressed in our 

theme, emphasized in the speeches, and should be reflected in all the activities. To forget this is 

to perpetrate a serious blunder. Our convention is designed to inspire in us a renewed interest and 

zeal for the fellowship and spiritual activities of our respective societies.  To attain this goal must 

be the striving of every attendant. If, therefore, you do not seek this, it would be better that you 

remain at home. If you come, come to be edified and spiritually enriched. 

 Another error is one that is frequently committed by the delegates at the convention. 

When they are called upon to discuss and decide business matters, many of them leave this in the 

hands of a few. This is an error. You, delegates, are appointed by your societies to represent your 

societies and to act in their behalf in the federation. The business matters of the convention 

concern your society. And as these are published beforehand and discussed by your society, you 

must take it upon yourself to speak not only your own mind but also the mind of your society in 

these meetings. Doing this the business sessions of the convention will cease to be “dry” and 

“boring” and become vigorated with new ideas, conflicting opinions, and wholesome debates. 

Try it! Each delegate make a point to speak at least twice and prove to yourselves that the whole 

convention will profit by it. 

 Another error for which the societies are responsible is that they are often not conscious 

enough of their Federation Membership. During the course of the year the societies do not take 

sufficient cognizance of the activities of their Federation Board and the member societies fail to 

provide the convention with sufficient business in the form of proposals, etc. Let’s all work in 

the interests of our society and let each society work concertedly to enrich and promote the 

functions of the federation. Let the societies of the various churches have more inter-communal 

correspondence and activities throughout the year so that the consciousness of the federation is 

impressed upon us throughout the year as well as in the month of August. Such inter-exchange of 

ideas throughout the course of the year will likely stimulate business and increase convention 

activity. 

 So we might continue to discuss our convention but our space for this issue is just about 

filled. We didn’t mention yet that it is an error for groups from different places to “clique” at the 

conventions. There must be a striving for perfect unity and as broad a fellowship as possible 

among the young folks from California to Michigan. Let’s put it into practice, shall we? And we 

didn’t say anything about the erroneous conception that some young people have that the 

convention is something to be attended only by those that are delegated. Or that idea of others 

who seem to think that the only thing worth attending is the banquet. Beware that we do not 

make gods of our bellies. We should all, in as far as possible, attend all of the convention so that 

we may reap the full benefits. And how about those speeches? Frequently they are given and 

forgotten as far as the convention is concerned. I don’t say that we don’t remember them and that 

the message doesn’t take root in us to bear its fruit. But why not have discussion periods 

following each speech so that remaining questions may be answered and opinions, criticisms, 

and evaluations expressed? Everyone would benefit. 

 But our space is more than filled. We hope to see you at the convention where you will: 

(a) Pursue a spiritual objective 

(b) Exercise true Christian fellowship 

(c) Be active in the work you are called to do at convention 

(d) Put your heart and soul into it, living in all its activities 



(e) Return home spiritually refreshed, having enjoyed a good time as only Christian 

young people can! 
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