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 Every doctrine stands or falls with the Word of God. Every proposed theory and 

conception is received or rejected by the children of God according as it is in harmony or in 

conflict with the infallible Scripture. The Bible is the criterion of the Truth! 

 With respect to the doctrine of salvation, numerous theories with various modifications 

are presented today in religious market places. We are all undoubtedly acquainted with them. We 

encounter them in religious periodicals; hear them on our radios; meet with them in 

conversations with our neighbors. Most of them cannot stand when submitted to the test of the 

Word of God, although it may be said that every theory is not equally false. In some of them 

there are still found elements of truth while others are entirely false. They range from the 

ridiculous theory of a salvation for everyone through a Christ Who died for all men, to the 

rash, deceptive theory of a conditional salvation for the elect. Our best refutation to these 

theories is found in presenting the clear truth concerning salvation from the Word of God itself. 

 What is the truth of salvation? 

 There is in the Greek language a small four-letter word that is frequently translated 

“according to” in our English version which expresses the rule or criterion by which certain 

things are done. It may even express the “ground” for certain actions, according to G.T.Winer 

and A.T. Robertson. This little word is very often used with respect to the matter of salvation. It 

explains salvation’s only standard. It answers the why, how, who, and wherefore of salvation. 

With it as our guide we wish to point out a few truths which in our day are either directly or by 

implication denied. 

 We take our starting point in Ephesians 1 where this little word is used no less than six 

times. The first “according to” we find in verse 4, “According as He has chosen us in Him 

before the foundation of the world.” Election is first. By it salvation is determined. Whether one 

is saved or not saved is decided by the criterion of sovereign, eternal election. “Elect according 

to the foreknowledge of God,” we read in I Peter 1:2. And Paul writes in II Thessalonians 2:13, 

“…God hath from the beginning chosen you unto salvation.” True it is that Arminianism 

reverses this fact and makes faith precede election as a prerequisite; but according to Scripture, 

election is the fount of all the blessings of salvation. 

 But, then, how is it determined who shall and who shall not be included in the number of 

those chosen? Answering this question, we turn to the second “according to” of Ephesians 1. It 

is found in verse 5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto 

Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” Not my will, not my works, nothing of me 

determines this but only the good pleasure of God’s will. Election takes place from eternity ere 

man exists, and its scope is limited alone by the Divine good pleasure. Man has nothing to say 

and in no way determines it. 

 By now I hear some who are ready to accuse the apostle of “fatalism; determinism; 

making man a stock and block; denying responsibility, etc.” Doesn’t man do something in 

obtaining his salvation? Perhaps what you say about the decree of election is true, but those 

things are secret, and we are not supposed to know anything about it. How about time and the 

historical realization of salvation? Man comes into focus then, doesn’t he? And so we ask, “How 

does man receive his salvation?” and for an answer turn to the next “according to” which is 

found in verse 7. There we read, “In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the 



forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.” How disappointing! Nothing of man! 

Salvation by grace! And now do not conceive of grace as a gift promiscuously offered, or 

promised to all upon the condition of faith, for then you get into conflict with the apostle. He 

presents grace as the irresistible power of God through which He saves His people 

unconditionally. Later in the chapter he utters the prayer in behalf of the Ephesians (see vss. 17 

ff) that they might know “what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe, 

according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ when He raised 

Him from the dead.” 

 That is grace! Without entering into details we must mention three things here: (1) That 

the text does not say “if you believe”; (2) That believing is determined by and attributed to “the 

working of His mighty power.” Faith is the fruit of grace and the dynamic spiritual effect of God 

working in us. (3) This power is resurrection power, power to make alive what is dead and 

causing those raised by it, to live the life of faith. By that power we are saved. Apart from it there 

is neither salvation, nor the will to be saved. 

 Soli Deo Gloria! Not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth but of God that showeth 

mercy. By His mercy he saved us. (Titus 3:5). God alone is the author and finisher of our faith! 

 But there is more. What about the gospel and the preaching? Is salvation a mechanical 

transposition from death to life? How do we know we are saved and how do we obtain the 

conscious assurance of our election? Notice the next “according to” in verse 9. It reads, “(God) 

having made known unto us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure which He 

hath purposed in Himself.” Canons I, 3 states: “And that men may be brought to believe, God 

mercifully sends the messengers of these most joyful tidings, to whom He wills and at what time 

He pleaseth, by whose ministry men are called to repentance and faith in Christ crucified.” It is 

all of God Who “hides these things from the wise and prudent and reveals them unto babes, for 

even so, father, it seemed good in Thy sight.” (Matt. 11:25) And for this Jesus gives thanks! Oh, 

yes, God uses means, the means of His Word to unveil the mystery of salvation to some while 

from others He withholds it. And again, the determining criterion is “His good pleasure which 

He purposeth in Himself.” 

 Finally, we have another “according to” in verse 11. Here it says that we “obtained an 

inheritance in Christ according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel 

of His own will.” 

 Listen! Salvation by grace! Salvation of the Lord! Salvation determined by this four-fold 

standard: 

 “According to eternal election...” 

 “According to the Divine good pleasure…” 

 “According to the working of Divine power…”  

 “According to Him Who does all things after the counsel of His own sovereign will.” 

 According to the apostle’s instruction, is the salvation of God or the promise of that 

salvation conditional, or unconditional? Does God save His people “if they believe” or does God 

by His power work faith in them unto salvation? (See Canons III-IV, 14) 

 Now, don’t say, “But…but…but…there is another side.” Don’t distort the truth and 

camouflage it with philosophical errors! Rather bow before the truth and rejoice in the work of 

God for we are bound always to give thanks to God (II Thess. 2:13), “for of Him and through 

Him, and to Him are all things, to Whom be glory forever.” (Rom. 11:36) 
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