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 Even as on the last day of the year our thoughts turn back to the year behind us, so 

naturally, on the first day of a new year our thoughts turn to the future. And, of course, we do not 

do this as the world does, for the child of God ends the old year and begins the new year in the 

presence of the church and Christ. For the world looks back at all that has taken place and counts 

its sorrows, its disasters, its disappointments, and drowns all its grief in revelry; and on the 

morrow, as it again faces the future, it catches a quick breath in its headlong rush, mumbles a 

few resolutions for better living, and vows to make the next year a better year than the past; that 

although the world was yet a very sordid place in ’54, it will be much better in ’55. But not so 

the church. We look back December 31, but only in order that we may better look ahead. For in 

looking back we see that God blesses His people and causes all things in this world to work 

together for their good; thus, we can look ahead to that good which is the perfect glory of God in 

the new Jerusalem when the tabernacle of God shall be with men. And we start the new year in 

prayer that God may, by His grace, establish the works of our hands in order that His kingdom 

may come. 

 And that we must also do as young people – young people of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches. But as young people we look ahead in a very special way. For while it is true that the 

older members of the church see only a few more years of their life before them, we stand at the 

very beginning of our life, especially as active members of the church. And although it certainly 

is our calling on January 1 to look beyond, to the coming of the day of the Lord, nevertheless, we 

also look ahead to many years of active life in the church militant – the church that fights the 

battle of faith on earth. 

 I intend to start in this issue a series of articles on the subject of the preparation of young 

people with a view to their taking an active place in the midst of the church of God in the future. 

I remember once at a convention, that one of the ministers remarked, as he surveyed the group of 

young people that were assembled at the banquet, “The future of our churches, and I tremble.” 

And although the remark was made at least partly in humor, nevertheless I am sure that we often 

tremble, ourselves, when we think of the time when we too shall have to take an active part in 

the church in which we are brought up. At least that is true if we think at all seriously of the fact 

that we, the youth of today, are the church of tomorrow. 

 We recognize immediately that this can only be true because of the fundamental truth of 

the Scriptures that God saves His elect in the line of continued generations. If this were not true – 

if God gathered His people for only one generation in Grand Rapids, and then gathered His 

church for another generation in far-away Africa, and then established the assembly of the saints 

in Europe for a generation, then we could never speak of a preparation of the young people. But 

because it is true that God gathers His church throughout the ages in the line of generations, it 

becomes a very important reality in our lives how we must prepare ourselves to be active within 

the church of God in the years to come. 

 The truth that God gathers His saints from father to son and from mother to daughter 

throughout all the ages of history means very concretely that we are the future church. We 

believe that the Protestant Reformed Churches are the purest manifestation of the church of God 

in the midst of the world. We believe that our denomination is composed of saints whom God 

has made holy and empowered to live holy lives, if that be but in principle. We therefore 



maintain that the youth of our churches are the members of that true church of the future. And if 

that be true, then we ought to face seriously the question whether we are preparing ourselves for 

that great calling to which God has called us. 

 It is true, and must be emphasized before we proceed, that God by His grace prepares us 

for that place. Even as young people, we can see in our lives that God uses all of our upbringing 

for our particular place in that church. Our birth – whether that be within the church, or, as an 

exception, outside of the church, - our upbringing in Christian homes, our instruction in Christian 

schools, our catechism teaching, the development of our abilities and talents, as they are peculiar 

to every individual, are used by God to prepare us for our own particular place. And yet again, if 

it were not so that God prepared us and kept us in the sphere of His grace, even then we would 

never be fitted to take our own part in the furtherance of His kingdom. For if He should not keep 

us always faithful, we would return unto the world with all its sins and corruptions. And thus, at 

the very foundation of our preparation, stands the work of God as He Himself forms each stone 

for its exact place in that temple of Jesus Christ. Each has his own place, and for each place, God 

prepares a person. 

 And yet as the fruit of that work of God, the youth of the church are called to prepare 

themselves in order that they may take that place in the church. 

 And in general it should be borne in mind that that preparation does not begin with any 

particular age. From earliest infancy on, when we wonder ourselves how a small child can 

possibly be prepared by God, God uses the influence, particularly, of the home, to teach that 

child the fundamentals of a life within the sphere of the covenant. Who really knows what 

response the singing of a psalm has upon the regenerated heart of an infant? Who really knows 

what thoughts are in a child’s mind when he learns his simple prayer upon his mother’s knee? 

Who can say how God speaks to the heart of a baby through the godly conversation of believing 

parents? And thus, even though we are not preparing ourselves, nevertheless our preparation 

begins. But of this we must treat in a latter article, for that is also the calling and promise of 

parents in the church, that is, to bring their children up in the fear and nurture of the Lord. And 

for that we are prepared in our youth. 

 But it is true, on the other hand, that that preparation never ceases. It is not so that we 

reach a point in life, when we can say that now we have become fully fitted to be members of 

God’s church. For even the hoary-headed believer, who is not even able to worship with the 

saints, feels that he is prepared, day by day, to be fitted for his purpose on this earth, whatever 

that purpose may be, even as He approaches the grave. Thus, preparation is not peculiar to us as 

young people alone. 

 Nevertheless, it is true that we are in that period in our lives when, more than ever, we 

can fit ourselves better, than at any other time, for the tremendous calling of members of God’s 

church. For we do not yet take a completely active part in the affairs of the church. That is partly 

true because many of us are not confessing members and thus are not considered ready to take 

our places. But even though we may be what is called “full members” we are nevertheless not 

spiritually and mentally mature enough to be fully active in the church. And thus, we can use our 

time to full advantage to be made ready for that place. 

 All this is true only because we believe that God uses us, as members of the 

denomination of Protestant Reformed Churches, to cause His kingdom to come. The good that 

we do, as living in Christ, is used by God to the end that Christ may return. If that were not also 

true, then we would have no incentive for this calling. But because God gives us grace, and also 

prepares and uses us, we have a positive incentive to prepare ourselves for that future calling.  



 At the beginning of 1955, let us think about this! 
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