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 Invariably, the New Year season is the one in which we take mental inventory of the past, 

noting those facts and events that stand out in our memories; reviewing sad or pleasant 

experiences; and remembering what was significant. Following hard on the heels of the review 

of the past is the inevitable tendency to look ahead; to look to the coming year with hope and 

wonder. Next, we find ourselves taking part in that age-old custom of making resolutions for the 

new year – resolutions we know we shall never keep, because we are still in the body of sin and 

death. (Rom. 7:18). The question then arises: “Isn’t a review of the past year helpful to us?” 

Indeed. 

 Much blessing can come from a review of the significant and the insignificant in our past 

life, in the past year. In all our way, the child of God sees the Lord’s hand in all that has 

transpired. In all situations of life’s pattern, the believer – the young or old – sees that God is 

unfolding before his eyes, the roll of His counsel concerning His revelation; that He directs all 

our way. When we see, by the eye of faith, that we have been in God’s way in the past, and that 

we are in God’s way in the present, and that we shall be in His way in the future, then the 

knowledge of this fact gives stability to Christian living. Without this stability, life would be 

chaotic. 

 It is especially in the church life of our young people that the hand of God is evident. God 

has wondrously marked the past year with signs of His ever-abiding presence in our midst. This 

fact we experience; of this fact, we are confident. It is indeed an inspiring past; it speaks clearly 

of faith in God; it tells of dedication to His truth in a church situation which made for great self-

denial. Friendships long established were broken – although young people who easily make 

friends, found new ones; church life was disturbed, so that young people’s societies felt the 

impact of the denominational changes; even homes were divided over the church issues. In some 

of our churches, young people’s societies were constituted all over again. In all this change and 

disturbance, the evidence of the past year is one of continuing fidelity. In this, there is cause for 

rejoicing. God is in our midst. The story of our witness in the past year is one of faithfulness. Let 

us never forget, that the history of the past year, as that history affects us as young people, is a 

history of God’s own work. He it is, Who is faithful; He has preserved us; He has kept alive His 

witness to His truth in us. It is all His work. This fact constitutes our chief joy. 

 This fact has its own significance, for three reasons: First, when the history of 

denominational witness, generally, in the twentieth century has been one of growing 

Arminianism, our young people have remained faithful to our Truth. One has only to think of the 

growing “Youth for Christ” movement, and the Billy Graham campaigns. Even some churches 

that are in name, Reformed, are swept away with this rushing tide. Secondly, it is significant, that 

an age that is characteristic for its modernism in doctrine and life, sees these two rushing 

streams, Arminianism and Modernism, running side by side, in one river-bed. There is a reason 

for this: Arminianism is the fountain of Modernism. Thirdly, it is significant that an age that is 

characteristic for its re-interpretation of denominational doctrinal standards in the light of 

spreading Arminianism, has also seen a re-interpretation of the Three Forms of Unity in the light 

of the doctrinal position of the Liberated Churches of the Netherlands. So powerful an influence 

was this Liberated interpretation of the Three Forms of Unity, that it swept the thinking of a 



whole segment of the Protestant Reformed Churches, of ministers and people, in its swelling 

tide. 

 To stem this tide of false doctrine that would re-interpret the Three Forms of Unity, the 

Protestant Reformed Churches drew up a doctrinal statement of tremendous spiritual depth and 

insight: the well-known Declaration of Principles. It is well, for all our young people, as a new 

year resolution, to re-read this marvelous statement of what our churches believe concerning 

God’s Covenant and Promise. (This Declaration is printed in the “Standard Bearer.” Your pastor 

will show you where it is.) Because words mean what they say, our ministers and people have 

declared what the Three Forms of Unity say, in connection with this very important truth. Thus, 

in a review of the past, we find a satisfaction in the history we have made, and we give thanks to 

God. 

 It is also our task to evaluate the present, and live in the present, in the fear of the Lord. 

God directed our way in the past; what does He desire of us for the present? We can make our 

question very concrete. Since our way through the past is His doing, what place must our 

churches serve in the current church scene? Is there a place for our churches? This question is 

not hard to answer. The answer is emphatically, “Yes.” For that matter, our churches occupy a 

more important place amongst the large number of Protestant churches and denominations, than 

it ever has before – yea, even though its number is small. Small, oh so small, as to have a voice 

hardly above a whisper (in the eyes of the church world). Yet, our churches occupy a position of 

tremendous importance. Why? Because, in our churches, we have the Truth. That fact alone is 

all-significant. In that fact lies the deepest reason for our existence. Were it not for the fact that 

we have The Truth, then we might just as well join the growing inter-church union movement 

that has its logical conclusion in one super church. But this we cannot do; we feel that 

immediately. On the basis that God has called us into existence in 1924, and reaffirmed our 

existence in 1953, we know that God has a labor for us to perform. That is our labor for the 

present. 

 But there are voices among those that have separated from us, that also speak of their 

right of existence. Do they have one? Young people, do not be confused. Those have a right of 

existence in the church world scene – particularly the Reformed church world scene – who 

uphold, defend, and proclaim the truth of the covenant and promise of God as it is defined and 

declared in the Declaration of Principles. We are the only ones who have the Truth as it is set 

forth in that document. God gave it to us. It is that truth that we are called upon to preserve in the 

present. 

 As for the future? Let us leave the future to God. As He has preserved us in the past, He 

will continue in the future; that is our comfort. We may do no more, no less, than leave it in His 

hands. Because He gave us a labor to perform in the past, He will also give us work to do, in His 

service, for the future. 
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