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3.  The Protestant Reformed Christian School's Distinctiveness 

The Protestant Reformed Christian School is an extension of the home. There are certain 

tasks for which the home does not have the time nor the facilities. This is particularly true 

for the person who lives in the complexities of the twentieth century. It is even difficult for the 

busy teacher to be continuously on top of the new developments in our age of mechanization and 

technology as they affect the instructional program. 

Students from our Protestant Reformed Christian families must someday take a place in the 

workaday world if the Lord does not come. They must be equipped with certain skills and must 

be knowledgeable concerning the world in which they live. Economic necessity will demand that 

they know. 

When one says that the Protestant Reformed Christian School is an extension of the home 

one must also emphasize the fact that it is an extension of the home with delegated authority and 

with assigned tasks. The tasks which the school should perform are only those things which the 

parents are incapable of performing. Too often the school becomes the “catch-all” type of in-

stitution which must draw together all matter of loose ends. 

Permit me to use one illustration to make clear my point. Ideally the whole problem of body 

hygiene and the tracing of physical disabilities is the responsibility of the home. The school’s 

major responsibility is to be concerned with the intellectual training of the student. The school, 

however, cannot adequately perform its task unless the student is healthy and possesses all the 

physical potentialities which will make possible his pursuits in the intellectual arena. In order to 

trace these lurking deficiencies it is often necessary for the school to assist the parent in the 

location of potential and actual physical impediments or disabilities. 

The Protestant Reformed Christian School is instituted by the parent and is committed to the 

instruction of covenant youth in the "culture” of this world. This is not “culture” in the ultimate 

sense of the word. Culture truly understood will only be developed in heaven where moth and 

rust doth not corrupt and where thieves do not break through nor steal. But the accomplishments 

of men, God’s creatures, sinful creatures, depraved creatures, having only glimmerings of natural 

light are nevertheless busy in the world which God has created. They take all things and use 

these things to serve the creature and do not glorify the Creator of heaven and earth. It is, 

nevertheless, a fact that they discover and say many things which arc factually true. There is a 

formal correctness in what they say and discover even though die ultimate reasons are spiritually 

and ethically corrupt. The child of God is in the position, however, where he must use much that 

has been discovered by depraved, wicked men. This is the culture of the world to which we refer. 

In the Testament of Vision, p. 98-98, H. Zylstra, Ph.D., writes concerning the task and 

quality of education. He gives a reason for including in the curriculum the subjects which are 

there. “Our schools must be schools. They must subject the Christian student to as thorough a 

discipline as he is capable of in the natural, cultural, historical, and spiritual life of man. It is as 

human beings that we are Christians. All that is human concerns us. That gets us into all the 

subjects of the curriculum. It involves us in the whole of reality. ’ 

The Protestant Reformed Christian School is an institution which assists in the training and 

thorough furnishing of the man of God to do every good work (II Timothy 3:17). It is not a 



renewal agency. It is an institution which is dedicated to the task of instructing principally 

renewed creatures. Creatures they are who have been dedicated unto the high calling of the 

service of  God.  Creatures they are who have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Ghost. A baptism it was which sealed and signified the washing in Christ Jesus. 

Protestant Reformed Christian Schools must do more than make it possible for the individual 

when he has completed the course of study to make plenty of money. Good pay is not the 

incentive for study nor for the instructional program. If this is the motive for the instructional 

program it operates in the service of the unrighteous mammon and does not make friends using 

the mammon of unrighteousness (Luke 16:9). 

IV. The School's Accomplishment of Its Task 

In order for the school to accomplish the task delegated to her she must be staffed with a 

faculty of Christian teachers. Because the school to which wc refer is a specifically’ and 

distinctively Reformed Christian School that teacher must not only be a professor of Christianity  

the Reformed brand of Christianity as developed in the Protestant Reformed community of be-

lievers but he must also be a confessor. The confessional attitude of the instructor is of utmost 

importance. The Christian instructor must be aware of the structure which serves as the basis for 

instruction in the Christian school. This structure is that of: Love, Faith, and Obedience. 

Love is the basic element in the structure of the Christian instructional system. The love we 

refer to is that gift of God which he implants in the heart of his people which only he can give 

because he alone is able to love. The love we refer to is that love which God manifested in the 

sending of his son to save the world (cosmos) so that all that are called according to the principle 

of grace are saved. This love must be an intrinsic structural element so that the school can 

accomplish her task. 

Faith is another of the basic elements in the structure of the Christian instructional system. 

Faith is that spiritual gift whereby the Christian is united to Christ. The love life of Christ can 

only flow into the Christian if he through faith is united to him. In contradistinction to all 

rationalism, Instrumentalism, existentialism, empiricism, pragmatism, or scholasticism is the 

fundamental position of the Christian. 

Obedience, a word which never occurred in the classical Greek, is fundamental to the 

instructional program and for the school to carry out its program. This means that every 

participant in the instructional program must be obedient to God and to his Christ. This 

obedience will be indicated in the basic attitude of the teacher and will be determined by his 

subservience to the Word of God. Obedience implies that there are those who are set in authority. 

Without authority the instructor is not in a position to instruct. He cannot be constructive if he 

does not have the authority which based upon the eternal principle of obedience which is rooted 

in faith and love for God who sent his Son, the eternally obedient one. 

This implies that the learning process in the Protestant Reformed Christian School is 

distinctive. It is not regulated by democratic principles (Deweyism) or autocratic principles 

(ala.Machiavelli) but is determined by the regula fide! (the rules of faith). Pistological principles 

are basic to the entire instructional program. Certainly in a formal sense of the word the Christian 

learns no differently the basic facts concerning creation. The processes whereby he learns these 

things are no different because he is human like all other men but the learning process as an 

activity of faith is distinctive. All learning is regulated by the principles of love for God and His 

Word; faith in God and His Word; and obedience to God and His Word. 

This also implies that the school accomplishes her task by means of a unique medium. The 

world becomes the textbook of the Christian. The world is not the textbook of the Christian; 



however, in the same way that it is the textbook for the non Christian. He too studies all of 

creation but does not use the Word of God as the fundamental medium of interpretation. Because 

the Christian sees all things in the light of the Word of God he sees all things in the light of 

salvation and redemption. The Christian sees not a bettering of this world but the coming of a 

new heavens and a new earth where the lion and the lamb shall lie down together and where the 

child shall play on the hole of the asp. He sees a world lost in sin but saved in Christ for all those 

who have been elected unto life eternal. 

Christian instruction does not simply happen. It requires diligence and work. The teacher 

must also not be independent but must be instant in prayer and in supplication to God. Only in 

this way can the Christian instruction take place in the classroom. Only where God is sought and 

only when constant supplication and prayers ascend to the throne of God can really distinctively 

Reformed Christian instruction takes place. 
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