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We have just gone through the holiday season of Christmas and New Year. We stand on the 

threshold of 1967. What lies before us? 

The world has been emphasizing the idea of peace much. There has been the holiday truces 

in Vietnam, with the hope expressed that these truces might lie somehow be made permanent. 

Man wants peace. 

Many of this generation believe that there are not sufficient efforts made to establish peace. 

These become engaged in picketing to call attention to the urgency of peace. Others, more 

lawless, bum draft cards; they refuse to serve in the armed forces of the country. 

The churches of our land join in the effort to seek peace. Many there are that have passed 

strong resolutions against the present engagement in Vietnam. Annually, the churches join in a 

day for prayer for peace. 

Thus it would appear that almost all are urgently seeking peace on this earth. And one cannot 

help but feel that with such pressure towards the goal of peace, this peace would also soon be 

established. The thought also enters one’s mind that possibly man is having a change of heart. 

Through all the ages then there has been” war and rumor of war.” Now more than ever man 

wants peace, especially in lieu of the fact that total war would mean virtual annihilation of this 

earth. 

Yet for all of his apparent longing for peace, this looks as remote as ever. His wars 

continue. Crime abounds and even increases year by year. Hatred is not removed from the heart 

of man. He teaches his children to war. He gives to them for their entertainment all the 

armaments necessary for war, but in toy form. Children grow up accustomed to the idea of war 

and killing. 

Is there a prospect for peace in 1967? Scripture declares that there shall be wars and rumors 

of wars as a sign of the nearness of the end of time. The only peace on this earth indicated in 

Scripture is the peace of the kingdom of the antichrist. This will be a short period of peace which 

will be at the same time the period of great persecution for the church. 

It must be well understood that there can never be any real peace on this earth among men. 

Even the peace of the antichristian kingdom will be a time of great conflict against the church. 

The child of God too can never pray for a peace missing that one essential ingredient which 

distinguishes peace from war. Even then;” cessation of armed conflict does not in that peace is 

which is attained.” 

What is peace? For what peace must we pray? What peace can we expect in 1967? Peace is 

first of all a relationship, a spiritual relationship, with God Himself. At the heart of all war, 

enmity, strife, lies rebellion against God Himself. That rebellion began in the garden of Paradise 

when Adam disobeyed the good command of God. We are both guilty and corrupt in Adam. 

Mankind stands as rebels against the Living God.  If true peace is to exist, that rebellion must 

first be removed.  We read in Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 

with God.”  So, peace is truly possible, but only by way of justification by faith.  Our sins must 

be taken away.  We must be declared to be holy and righteous before the law of our God. Then, 

and then only, does one have peace. That same way of true peace is set forth in Col. 1:21, "And 

you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 

reconciled.” True peace can only be the restoring of that perfect relationship of fellowship and 



communion with God. 

It is true that such peace is impossible for us of ourselves. It is not of man to establish peace. 

His United Nations can never accomplish this. He can not provide before God that which is 

required to make this peace. Christ alone does this. According to Romans 5:1, peace with God is 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. In verse 10 of the same chapter we read that “when we were 

enemies, we were reconciled to God by the dead) of His Son. Peace must be established through 

the shed blood of the Lamb of God. The Son of God in the flesh only can provide such payment 

required to satisfy the justice of God. Any “peace” separated from that cross, is not peace at all. 

The most one could say of such “peace” is that it is a devilish imitation of the real thing. 

When such peace is established in the hearts of the saints, they in turn also seek peace one 

with another. The church continues to proclaim God’s Word that this peace may also be instilled 

within the hearts of all those whom God has eternally chosen in Christ. There is fellowship and 

communion and love and grace seen within the gathering of those who enjoy true peace. They 

fear no more the just wrath of God; and they walk not in envy and hatred any more against the 

neighbor. Peace then exists principally within the church. That peace we know will continue in 

1967. The wicked world can never enjoy that peace. And the peace which the world now seeks, a 

peace apart from Christ, must also be condemned as the proper work of the devil. 

That peace for 1967 should be cause for comfort to us. We do not know what lies before us 

in this year. There is every indication that wars will continue through another year. Certainly 

crime will not cease. Robbery and murder will continue. And the situation of the church appears 

ever more precarious. The more this world succeeds in establishing the “peace” of the antichris-

tian kingdom, the more the church can expect oppression and persecution. We can expect that a 

worldly “peace” will have such consequences for the church. 

Would we not then fear? Would not much concern be expressed for you, young people? Can 

you stand when the world does finally establish that “peace” it wants? Will the church endure to 

the end? 

It shall. Because of that peace which is ours through the cross of Jesus Christ we have the 

perfect assurance that whatever befalls, our peace cannot be taken away from us. Man may 

destroy our body, but he cannot destroy that spiritual life in us. When Christ establishes His 

peace in die hearts of His people, all wars, persecutions, and death itself can not destroy our 

peace. We are reconciled until God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Hold fast to that glorious 

peace through 1967, nor be afraid. 

And pray for peace. Pray that this spiritual peace may continue to dwell within us as God has 

promised it shall. And pray that this peace may soon be revealed to us in all of its glory at the 

return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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