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A Definition of Literature: 

Very simply literature is talk written down. In the early history of mankind the best stories 

and most important legends, myths, and tales were handed down from one generation to another 

by word-of- mouth. Later when writing came into vogue these stories were written down for all 

posterity to read and enjoy. Many of the earliest writings are still with us today. 

But what do we of the twentieth century do with our large inheritance of literature. How do 

we judge what is really good literature and what is bad? Although selection of books is primarily 

an individual matter, we all must have a concrete and absolute standard by which we can judge 

all literature. This standard is God’s most Holy Word. God’s Word is the standard because it is 

reality from the beginning to the end. This reality has as its heart the spiritual death of man and 

his unconditional redemption through the way of grace, viz., the incarnation, crucifixion, and 

ascension of Jesus Christ our Lord. Any literature that presents reality in any other light or by 

any other standard is not real, but is most blatantly false! 

Therefore, a word of warning must be sounded against all worldly literature, of course, but 

also against literature which purports to be Christian and simply is not. That which is worldly has 

a peculiar and often easily detectable error, but this pseudo-Christian “fundamentalist” tripe is 

misleading, subtle, and confusing. For example, in all these “fundamentalist” books rely heavily 

on coincidence. A hard drinking, hard driving, and cursing young man meets a sweet, 

sentimental, Christian young woman who wants him to become a Christian. He decides to accept 

Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, and, lo and behold, he now wants to be a preacher, too. All 

this better for the young lady. By the time one reaches the end of book the young hoodlum 

turned saint is converting others to accept Jesus Christ as he did. Not only do these 

books rely on coincidence, but they also present redemption in an Arminian framework. 

 

Values of literature: 

What value does literature have in the life of the Christian? All reading in every field 

broadens our experience. For example, we do not have neither the time nor the money to travel 

to Europe; therefore, we read a book about it. Books carry us miles away. We did not live during 

the age of the Mississippi River steamboats, but now we can visit that age through the books 

written by Mark Twain. We did not live under the rule of an insane Hitler, but we can read about 

those who did in The Diary of Anne Frank. Books augment, buttress, and enlighten our 

experience. But there are some things that a Christian may not experience either actually or 

vicariously. We may not revel in the sins of Richard Fielding’s Tom Jones, or indulge in the sins 

of D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley Lover, or enjoy the sins committed in James Joyce’s 

Ulysses. In his Principles of Education Prof. Hanko states that: 

“3) Let a note of warning be sounded, a) It is extremely difficult to read a worldly novel or 

piece of literature which communicates the lie without being affected by it for evil. Only a 

mature Christian, faithful in his pursuit of knowledge of God should read these things, and 

then always critically (page 3)” 

Thus, the Christian must learn to detect what is good and what is bad literature by faithfully 

studying and reading the Word of God. It is not only paramount literature, but also an absolute 

guide to all the reality which is presented in all the literature of the world. If we as Christians 



know the Word of God. we will automatically know if any literature is not in harmony with that 

Word. Judge all that you read in the light of God’s Word take the best and disdain and expel all 

that is bad, and in the study of literature you shall be blessed. 
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