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Young people, another year has drawn to a close.  Closed forever is the Book of 1966 and 

soon it will become part of the hoary past and be for the most part forgotten. Another year, 

however, is ready to open itself. Does this passing from one year into another fill you with joy, 

with horror, or with apathy? 

If you are filled with joy, you, perhaps, accomplished something this past year. Joy and 

accomplishment are twins, and they walk hand-in-hand. What did you accomplish? Some of you 

“made it through” another year of school. For some “making it through” is sheer joy, and it is an 

accomplishment. Others, however, made it through with honest effort, diligent study, and 

rigorous discipline. But how about the joy outside of school? How many of you find joy in 

obeying your parents? How many of you find real joy in going to Young People’s Society?  

For many of you do you find real joy in attending God’s House on Sunday? Where are your 

joys, then? Are they out in the fun-crazy world with its high emotion and shallow morals? Are 

your joys in things? In cars, movies, television? Where do you find real joy? One answer: God’s 

Holy Word. Jesus Christ, God’s Word made flesh spoke the answer:  “But the Comforter, which 

is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things and bring 

all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my 

peace I give unto you:  not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.” 

Or maybe you have reached this point in time in which you are filled with unspeakable 

horror. Yes, the horror one feels when he has lost something very dear to him. Human beings are 

strange that way. As soon as they lose grasp of something, they want it back. For example, a 

young man quits his best girlfriend, then, soon he wants her back. Or, as soon as you leave home 

for good, you want to go back. A year has come and gone, and, now, you want it back. But you 

can’t have it back.  It is all finished, wrapped up, closed.  It’s history now.   

Another year, however, lies ahead. If you do not want to feel remorse this same time next 

year, plan your life to make it meaningful, worthwhile, and blessed. You find our answer in the 

Book of Books. The most spiritually productive, meaningful, and blessed life is rewarded to 

those who in faith study diligently the Word of God. Not only will your life be worthwhile, but 

you will also be better equipped to deal with the wicked world in which we live. Armed with the 

sword of the spirit which is the word of God, you will vanquish your most formidable opponent. 

Do some of you reach this point in time apathetic? Do you have an “I really don’t care” 

attitude toward the passage of precious time? Are you lukewarm? Many today like this 

 approach to life because they feel that it is objective, transcendent, and comfortable. In the 

modem day idiom they are labeled “cool.” Or they do not let things “bug" them. The truth is, 

however, that these people are on the ocean of life in a rudderless, mast less, helmless ship of 

fools. God’s Word speaks out simply against anyone that is apathetic, lukewarm, and lazy. 

Through the mouth of the Seer of Patmos, he spoke: “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold 

nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 

hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth” (Revelation 3:15 and 16). Do not be “cool” fools, but be, 

rather, warm, fervent, zealous, and wise followers of Jesus Christ. 

 



 

A year has passed, and another is fast approaching. Let us leave the one and enter the other 

with the right perspective. Where do we get that perspective? We get it by faith through our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. Christ has come, and he has gone, but his Spirit is still with us. 

Operating in our hearts he turns us to His Word. His Word governs, directs, guides, and sustains 

us on our way. It causes us to say: “But we will bless the Lord from this time forth and for 

evermore. Praise the Lord.” (Ps. 115:18) 
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