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Chapter 3: 8-11 

A. What is the royal law? 

1. There is a law of God for every creature, a Divine norm or rule, boundary line within 

which every creature must confine itself.  This applies e.g. to the birds, the fishes, plants.  

Besides, this law for each particular creature is in harmony with the nature and being of 

that particular creature.  Explain. 

2. So we can also speak of the law of God as a rule or principle which determines my 

existence from a moral-rational point of view, as a moral being. God’s law must be 

obeyed. We have no choice in this matter, as if it were left to do to decide whether to 

obey or not. James writes that he who respects persons violates the law. One could hardly 

be called a violator if the choice to obey or disobey were his. 

3. Specifically, the law, also including the Ten Commandments, refers here to the entire will 

of God, expressed briefly in the Ten commandments, but also as revealed throughout the 

Word of God. 

4. What is the royal law? "Boyar means “kingly.” Some think that it means the 

commandments of the King, God. However, are not all the laws of God in this sense 

royal? James here is speaking of a specific commandment. The word “royal” can also 

mean: preeminent. We accept this latter interpretation. 

5. This royal law is expressed in verse 8. Jesus Himself summarizes the law thus. — see 

Matt. 22:37-40. Why is the royal law confined here to the love of the neighbor? Is the 

second table of the law more important than the first: thou shall love the Lord they God 

with all heart, etc.?  Or is it because James here is speaking of our human relationships 

with one another? 

B. The transgression of the law of God. 

1. Notice what we read in verse 8. This also indicates the connection between this and the 

preceding. Must we not love our neighbors as ourselves? Also therefore the rich? So, 

James begins his rebuttal of this in verse 8. He means to say: “You claim to fulfill the 

royal law of God? Ye do well.” Of course, James means to say that they do well, 

provided that they really fulfill this royal law. 

2. But, if you fail in one point you are guilty of all. They failed in one point: they respected 

persons. And if we fail in one point, we are guilty of all. 

a. Why is this? Failing in one point we are guilty of all, i.e., keep none of the command-

ments of the Lord. Why? This is set forth in verse 11. The Same One Who said, Do 

not commit adultery, also said, Do not kill. Hence, God’s law is one. There is one 

God of His law, and therefore one basic precept which controls all the 

commandments. And this one single and basic precept is LOVE! 

b. Oh, we may keep all the commandments, in an outward sense. Explain. But, really, 

we keep none. Because if we lack this love of God and of the neighbor, we really 

keep none of God’s laws as we should. 

c. Why does James mention the commandments he does in verse 11?  Because he is 

speaking of our relationships with other men. And the reason why he quotes the sixth 

commandment in verse 11 is because respect of persons means exactly the violation 

of this sixth commandment. Then we despise the poor, and we really hate them. 



Incidentally, what an indictment against the theory of “Common Grace’’! This theory 

teaches that the sinner cannot keep the first table of the law, the love of God, but he 

can keep, in a certain measure, the second table. He is able, without regeneration, to 

lead a good outward life in things civil. But James teaches something here that is 

quite different.  We either keep the Law of God completely or we do not keep the law 

of the Lord at all. 

  d. And if this be true, then we do not keep the royal law either. If we despise the poor 

and respect the rich, then we certainly do not lose the poor. But neither do we love the 

rich. And the reason why we do not love them is simply because we are not prompted 

by the love of God.  

(To be continued) 
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