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 Why it is urgent for believing young people in our day to hear a speech on “The Growth 

of Faith,” the entire second epistle of Peter indicates.  The Church of today and therefore, 

believing youth of today live at that peculiar time called the last days in Scripture.  You will find 

the phrase, “the last days,” in chapter three, verse three, of this epistle: “Knowing this first, that 

there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts.” Peter recognizes that the 

Church to whom he writes lives at this critically dangerous time and reminds us of it.  In fact, he 

states that he writes the second epistle to the Church because of these days and what they bring 

(II Peter 3:1). 

 The “last days” are the time that follows the first coming of Jesus Christ, the time that 

very quickly will end in Jesus’ return on the clouds of heaven.  About this time, there is 

something peculiar and this peculiarity explains why it is urgent that believing youth be told 

repeatedly what Peter tells us in verses 5-8 of chapter one concerning the growth of faith and 

concerning our activity with respect to that growth. 

 In these days, there is an incredible abounding of evil.  The gates of hell began to swing 

open with marked intensity at the moment of Christ’s ascension into heaven and have been 

opening wider and wider ever since.  Out of the dark abyss behind these gates the foul brood of 

demons have swept and are sweeping into the world, bringing with them all the powers and 

influences of sin.  At the very end, the gates of hell will have been opened fully to lead the 

wicked world to the fullest development and refinement of sin.  In sober truth, the moment of our 

lives is the moment in which this has nearly been realized. 

 The abounding evil of the last days has as its active agents men, men who are the willing 

slaves of sin themselves and who labor to make sin the absolute lord in the world.  They include 

in their umber those who are confessedly of the world and who work in the world.  But they also 

include men within the nominal church, men who work within the sphere of the church.  These 

are the false prophets and false teachers spoken of by Peter.  They bring a two-fold wickedness 

in their train. On the one hand, they promote heresy and scoffing.  On the other hand, they bring 

corruption and immorality of life, that which Peter describes as a “walking after their own lusts.” 

 Now, the natural purpose of this abounding evil and the avowed intent of the personal 

agents of the abounding evil is the destruction of your faith.  The gates of hell swing out against 

the Church.  The heresy and scoffing purpose is to undermine the foundation of the faith of the 

Church so that the Church may topple into the cesspool of moral filth to perish there.  To 

believers, now, in such days and such circumstances, Peter comes with the exhortation, “giving 

all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge.” That is, “Be diligently busy in 

the growth of your faith.” Your faith is under attack; it must, however, grow. If it does not grow, 

it shrivels and goes backward. 

 The growth of faith presupposes the presence of faith as a gift of God.  This is an obvious 

truth, so obvious, in fact, that it need only be noted and not proved.  Faith can grow only if faith 

is present.  And faith is present in no one, naturally, but is, according to Ephesians 2:8 and all 



Scripture, a gift of God.  But Peter does emphasize, in the text and preceding verses, the 

connection between the presence of faith and the growth of faith as an activity in which we are to 

be busy.  Verses5-8 are on sentence with verses 3 and 4. We ought to read the passage, 

beginning with verse 3, this way: “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things…, 

add to your faith virtue” etc. In verses 3 and 4, the main thought is that God has done great things 

for us and in us by uniting us to Christ, by giving us Christ in our hearts and by beginning the 

work of salvation in us.  In other words, according as God has worked in you the power of faith, 

you add to your faith virtue and the rest.  If God had not worked faith in you, you could never 

add to that faith. And it is plain from verses 3 and 4 that you had nothing to do with that bestowal 

of faith—it was exclusively a work of God. 

 Accordingly, Peter does not tell us to add faith to ourselves.  Faith is the basic thing to 

which we are to add the other virtues.  But faith itself is furnished by God without any activity of 

the recipient.  It is wholly a work of God, first in the sense of faith’s being the power to receive 

Jesus Christ, a bond of union between our hearts and the heart of Christ.  For God establishes this 

bond usually when we are infants, knowing nothing about it, and always in one who is a hater of 

Christ and incapable even of desiring to be united to Christ.  Faith is God’s work! As a work of 

God, the presence of faith in you is the reason why Peter can and does come to you saying: 

“Work at the growth of that faith.  Add to it. Add to it the seven virtues.”  

 You must not misunderstand the idea of the growth of faith.  You might suppose that the 

seven virtues of verses 5-7 are independent of faith.  God has given faith and, now, you must add 

other things to that faith, from outside that faith itself.  Faith is like a brick to which you add 

other bricks.  That would not be a growth of faith at all.  What the apostle has in mind when he 

says, “add to faith” and what the idea of the growth of faith is, are indicated in verse 8. There, 

Peter talks about our not being unfruitful and barren, if “these things be in you, and abound.” 

God’s gift of faith is a living seed in our hearts, comparable to the seed of a flower.  In that seed 

itself, all those virtues mentioned in verses 5-8 are contained.  As the stem and petals of the 

flower are really present in the seed, virtue and knowledge and temperance and the rest are 

contained in the seed of faith, at the moment God plants that seed in our heart.  But the seed of a 

flower must develop, unfold and blossom.  So it is with the seed of faith.  Faith must develop and 

unfold into the seven virtues of the theme-text.  Thus, faith itself grows! 

 We are quick to insist that also this growth of faith is God’s work.  It is not the case that 

the original planting of faith is God’s work and the growth of faith is our work. God makes faith 

grow.  If He did not accomplish the growth, there would be no growth.  But God infallibly 

develops the faith He has given.  For this reason, someone who lacks the seven virtues of the 

theme-text manifests that he has no faith or, as James puts it, that he has a dead faith.  Out of 

faith, God elicits the virtues that culminate in the crowning virtue of charity or love.  Yet, there is 

this difference between God’s work of giving faith and His work of developing faith that, in the 

latter work, God works in and through the conscious activity of the believer.  He exhorts us to be 

busy adding to faith and enables us by His grace to do so.   

 At this point, I hope the question has come up in your soul, “How can I do this? How can 

I add to faith? How am I to be busy in the activity of the growth of faith?” This is an important 

and practical question.  To this question, I want now to suggest an answer.  The starting-point of 

the search for an answer to the question, “How am I to be busy in the growth of my faith” must 

be the intimate, yes, inseparable relationship between faith and the Word of God.  Without my 

going into this truth in any detail, let me merely state that the inseparable relationship of faith 

and the Word of God is a fundamental truth of Scripture, a fundamental truth of the Reofmred 



confession, a fundamental truth of our daily, spiritual existence and life, and a fundamental truth 

that is savagely attacked in our day.  Faith needs the Word.  Faith cannot live, much less grow, 

without the Word. As lungs need air, as a flower needs the sun, as a wretched, empty sinner 

needs God in Christ, faith needs the Word. This is due to the fact that faith-in-my-heart is always 

faith-in-Christ Jesus and Christ Jesus is the Word of God. The Word of God is the rain and 

sunshine, the food and drink, the sustenance and the nutriment of faith.  When I said that there 

was an inseparable relationship between faith and the Word, I specifically meant Scripture, the 

revelation to us of the Christ in whom we believe. 

 The basic answer to the question, “How can I add to my faith,” is, “By attending to, 

reading and meditating on the Word of God.” The preaching of the Word is of special 

importance for the growth of faith.  In addition to the preaching of the Word, a home in which 

the Word rules, societies in which the Word is discussed, personal reading and studying of the 

Bible, the reading of books concerned with the Bible, and training in Christian schools are all 

instrumental in the growth of faith.  Because there are today as in Peter’s time false teachers, it 

must be emphasized that the growth of faith demands the truth of the Word.  The lie is not rain 

and sunshine for faith but poison. It does not nourish faith but works at destroying faith.  A 

practical consideration, therefore, is that you cling to the truth, which God has graciously given 

to our churches.  To the extent that anyone chooses the sphere of the lie, his faith must suffer. It 

cannot grow and flower fully.  And the virtues that develop out of faith must shrivel.  

 The Word of God, the Scriptures, is the means of faith’s growth; your conscious 

motivation for being busy in using that Word to develop faith is also important.  The theme-text 

speaks of this motivation in verses 8 and 9.  Verse 9 says that one who lacks these things is blind 

and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  And verse 8 states that there is to be a 

growth of faith, to the point that the virtues abound in us, so that we are not barren or unfruitful 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. A man who has faith knows that Jesus Christ died for 

his and delivered him from death, out of pure grace.  Christ becomes beautiful and precious to 

him.  Of that precious Christ, the believer desires more and more knowledge, experiential 

knowledge.  He desires Christ’s virtue, Christ’s patience, Christ’s godliness, Christ’s love.  The 

growth of faith, the adding to faith of the seven virtues, is the increase in us of the experiential 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the incentive Peter holds out to us, which stimulates 

us to fervent activity in the use of the means by which our faith grows-increase in the knowledge 

of Christ Jesus! This incentive, given by God with the gift of faith, will be strong enough in 

God’s people to overcome all the opposition to faith’s growth, whether that opposition arise 

within themselves or outside of themselves in the world. 

 There is opposition to your being busy in the spiritual work of adding to faith. There are 

treats to the growth of your faith.  Let me mention several of these threats that come to my mind; 

you can and should list others that trouble you.  On the foreground, as I indicated a few minutes 

ago, is the lie, the preaching and teaching of false doctrine. We may include in this grave threat 

the error of disparaging the truth and playing down sound doctrine. This minimizing of the truth 

may be an open thing so that men boldly state that the truth, the confession, and the doctrines are 

insignificant (“what matters is how you live!”).  Or it may be subtle, consisting of men’s 

toleration of false doctrine in their churches and refusing to get excited, much less take action, 

when heresies are plainly gaining the day.  By the very fact that men tolerate the lie they pass the 

verdict upon the truth that it is unimportant, not worth the effort of defending and preserving it.  

Then, there are the threats of the false doctrines themselves.  Everyone is an attack upon the 

growth of faith, apart now from anything else.  In connection with the subject of the growth of 



faith, I may call your attention to the denial of the infallibility of the Bible, the denial, in other 

words, that the Bible is the Word of God.  The effect of this false doctrine is to destroy the 

relationship between faith and the Word and to deprive faith of that not only by which faith 

grows but also of that by which faith endures.   

 Secondly, the desperately destructive power of doubt and skepticism stands out in my 

mind as a threat to the growth of faith in young people.  Perhaps, it is especially a threat to those 

in college but, in some respects, it is a threat to all of you.  Doubt has always been an enemy of 

faith.  Faith is a certain knowledge; skepticism is the opposite.  By the gift of faith, Christ saves 

you from doubt and skepticism.  As your faith grows, you put to death more and more the doubt 

and skepticism that lurk in the dark corners of your soul like ravenous monsters. Skepticism with 

regard to the Word of God and the doubt that accompanies it are alien elements in the life of 

believers and are to be exclusively regarded and dealt with as enemies.  Why must this obvious 

truth be emphasized, you ask? In our day, doubt is glorified and skepticism with regard to 

Scripture and all things is exalted as the highest goods.  Especially in the schools does this 

perverse and anti-Christian notion prevail.  Doubt is the mark of the scholar, also of the Christian 

scholar.  The more skeptical one is, the higher he climbs on the totem pole of intellectual 

respectability.  When you meet this notion, recognize it as a threat to the growth of your faith and 

as an avowed enemy of the knowledge of the lord Jesus Christ.  And as you begin, in college, 

perhaps, to feel lonely, as a non-skeptic, you do well to remember that you do have company and 

good company for, as Luther remarked, the Holy Spirit is no skeptic. 

 To name no others, a deadly threat to the growth of faith is indifference.  Perhaps, this 

threat strikes closer to home than any other.  The lie wings its way against faith like a sharp, 

poisoned arrow; doubt gnaws at faith like cancer; indifference smothers faith.  An indifferent 

attendance of the worship services, an indifferent attitude towards Young People’s Society, an 

indifferent use of the Scriptures are manifestations of a serious threat to the growth of faith. 

 Do you have the virtues mentioned in the theme-text? Do they abound in you? If they do 

not abound, are you grieved that, to some extent, you are barren and unfruitful in the knowledge 

of Christ? You are not called to change the world or revamp society. But you are called to 

conduct this spiritual, prayerful work of adding to your faith.  You have faith—the seed is 

present.  You know the means. Use them and use them diligently out of gratitude for Christ. 

 I thank you. 
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