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 In order for Protestant Reformed Christian instruction to be distinctive it must be recognized by 

the Protestant Reformed instructor that there are at least two distinct points of view that can be held and 

that one of these must be correct and the other must be incorrect.  Those educators who maintain the lie 

are in the wrong and their position is untenable from a Scriptural point of view and therefore cannot be 

followed by the Christian instructor. 

 It is also true that the non-Christian teacher is a robber.  He is a usurper in the sense that he 

assumes to himself a position which he may not have. Dr. C. Van Til in a little pamphlet entitled the 

Dilemma of Education writes: 

 

  “…The non-Christian needs the truth of the Christian religion in order to attack it.  As a  

 child needs to sit on the lap of its father in order to slap the father’s face, so the unbeliever, as a 

 creature needs God the Creator and providential controller of the universe in order to oppose this 

 God.  Without this God the place on which he stands does not exist.  He cannot stand in a 

 vacuum.” 

 

 For the Christian this is entirely different.  His motivating principle is not one of antipathy toward 

God but of worship and adoration.  He recognizes and serves a sovereign God who has created all things 

and constantly provides a medium of existence for both the righteous and the wicked.  He sees the 

Scriptures as infallible and authoritative—the interpretive rule for all of life.  He is a co-worker with the 

parent—assuming in his sphere the covenant responsibility confessed at baptism by the parent.   

 Protestant Reformed Christian instruction is therefore grounded upon the truth that the Word of 

God is authoritative and is interpreted correctly in the Confessions, the Three Forms of Unity. 

 Protestant Reformed Christian instruction is fundamentally Calvinistic and maintains that: 

a. man in totally depraved and cannot do any good apart from the saving grace of God, which 

works in us to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 b. the child of God is unconditionally elected unto life everlasting apart from any work of his. 

c. atonement is limited only to those who have been sovereignly predestinated unto life 

everlasting. 

 d. the child of God is irresistibly called from darkness into life. 

 e. the saints shall be preserved and persevere in the faith by the grace of God. 

Protestant Reformed Christian instruction is founded on the basic principle that the children of the 

covenant are not simply citizens of an earthly country but that their citizenship is in heaven: they 

seek a country which is a heavenly fatherland. 

 Protestant Reformed Christian instruction operates on the premise of instructing those who are 

saved and have been called form darkness unto life.  It is not in any sense of the word “mission activity” 

as is presupposed by some proponents of Christian education. 

 Protestant Reformed Christian instruction is parental instruction and is a means whereby covenant 

seed are prepared to take their places as pilgrims and strangers in a world of sin. 

II. The Instructor 

  It should have been noticed that the terms instruct, instruction, and instructor have been used 

throughout this article rather than the term educate and its derivatives.  This is done because the words 

educate, educator, and education are not part of the vocabulary of the Scriptures.  One never finds the 

word educate or its derivatives in the translation of the Scriptures (King James Version). The word 

“educate” is derived from the Latin word educere which means “to lead forth” or “lead out”—i.e. “to 

draw forth something which is latent in the individual.” 



 The words instruct, instruction, instructor, and instructed are words which are to be found in the 

translation of the Scriptures.  In fact if one takes the time to search the Scriptures, he will find that some 

form of the word “instruct” is found in the Bible at least 63 times.  This word “instruct” which is the root 

word for all the other derivates is derived from the Latin word instruere which means “to furnish,,” “to 

provide,” or “to build on” Webster’s dictionary adds to the definition the general definitions “to impart 

knowledge,” “to inform,” and “to furnish with direction.” 

 In view of the fact that the Scriptures abound with the word “instruct” and its derivatives and the 

fact that secular writers favor the term “educate” and its derivatives, I am convinced that we must not let 

go of this concept and must think of the teacher as an instructor and not an educator. 

 I am convinced that the Christian teacher is not one who leads out that which is latent in the 

individual but imparts to the students that which he needs.  Only instruction can be constructive.  That 

which is latent in the individual (apart from the work of grace in the heart of the child) is nothing but sin 

and depravity.  To lead out that which is latent in the individual is to cultivate the basic depravity of the 

individual. 

 The term “educator” fits much better with those teachers and that philosophy which thinks of man 

in terms of an evolving and becoming creature; a creature that is gradually becoming better and better 

from a very primitive beginning.  I submit that in order to have a distinctive philosophy of “education” 

one must cling to terms which impart ideas that are indicative of the whole thrust of the philosophy 

toward the school program. 

 The teacher is not simply a manager of activities but is an extremely important cog in the 

machinery of the instructional program.  The teacher must be equipped therefore with the tools that will 

make him an instructor.  Not just anyone will do. 

  “… when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge.” Proverbs 21:11 

  “Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: Keep her; for she is thy life.” Prov. 4:13 
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