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12. Its Assurance 

 “Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God: for our Gospel came… in much 

assurance” (I Th. 1:4, 5), which means not only that it is possible for us to know our election, 

that we may and ought to know it, but also that we may be assured of it beyond a doubt.  When 

the Gospel comes to a man in the power of the Spirit, he has no doubt of its veracity, its 

infallibility, authenticity and authority.  He becomes convinced that it is “not the word of men, 

but as it is in truth, the Word of God” (v. 13). For him, the clever arguments of atheists, modern 

scientists and sociologists are dispelled like milk-weed in the wind.  He affirms, “by His Holy 

Spirit my Father in heaven assures me of eternal life.” He is as much assured of his election as he 

is of Christ’s absolute Godhead, His true humanity, His virgin birth, His atoning death, His 

office as prophet, priest and king, His covenant headship and his eternal reign.  These things are 

settled in his mind once and for all.  His faith, positive and dogmatic, may rather amaze the self-

complacent ignorant and the supercilious intellectual.  His Romish acquaintances regard his faith 

with a mixture of envy and amused tolerance.  They may even eye him with pity, for according 

to the avowed standard of Popery, all such “erring brethren” are actually cursed.  Ever since the 

Council of Trent (1563, the year the Heidelberg Catechism was first published), the Romish 

church has pronounced a curse upon Ursinus, his catechism, and the Protestant and Reformed 

churches in its decrees, one of which reads, “If any one shall affirm that a regenerate and 

justified man is bound to believe that he is certainly in the number of the elect, let such an one be 

accursed.” Popery puts its puerile curses against plain Scripture.  “Who shall lay anything to the 

charge of God’s elect! It is God that justifieth! Who is he that condemneth!” Isn’t it as plain as 

possible from that Scripture that the justified man is certainly in the number of the elect? Then 

isn’t such a man bound to believe it? “We are bound to give thanks always to God for you, 

brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 

through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” (II Th. 2:13).  Since none of the curses 

of the Council of Trent have been lifted from the head of one Protestant, let the Romanist cease 

his prattle about “dialogue with the Protestant bodies.  But let him keep in mind that the Gospel 

which comes in power, in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance insists upon brethren beloved 

from eternity knowing their election of God (I Th. 1:4, 5).  Let him also know that with us it is a 

very small matter that we should be judged of Rome, or of man’s judgment (I Cor. 4:4).   But if 

he forget all this, let him at least remember that “if any man preach any other ‘gospel’ unto you 

than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed!” (Gal. 1:9). 

 

13. Its Veneration 

 The one who does the choosing puts honor and value on the chosen ones.  To be 

appointed by the president to an office is an honor; or to be granted a position by the state places 

dignity on the appointee.  It was a special commendation that “Titus…was also chosen of the 

church” (II Cor. 8:19). Of higher honor is it that “God hath chosen the foolish things of the 

world… God hath chosen the weak things of the world” (I Cor. 1:27).  The highest possible 

honor is expressed in, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold, Mine Elect, My Beloved, whom I 

have chosen” (Isa. 42:1; Matt. 12:18).  Christ is the first Elect.  He is the “chief Cornerstone, 

elect, precious” (I Pet. 2:6), which shows that the honor and excellency of preciousness is upon 



Christ because He is elect.  His members are referred to thus, “His elect’s sake. Whom He hath 

chosen” (Mk. 13:20).  The most honored of the saints are so because of their election: “For 

David My servant’s sake, whom I chose” (I K. 11:34); “Aaron whom He had chosen” (Ps. 

150:26); Paul was a “chosen vessel unto Me” (Acts 9:15). “Ye are a chosen generation” (I Pet. 

2:9), i.e., “an elect race” (ASV), for “I have chosen you” (Jn. 15:16). We could never dwell in 

the house of the Lord forever except that we had been chosen of God.  “Blessed is the man 

whom Thou choosest and causest to approach unto Thee, that he may dwell in Thy courts” (Ps. 

65:4).  

 Peculiar honor is further evident in the relative fewness of the elect in any age.  In the 

days of Noah, the elect were sheltered in “the ark…wherein few, that is eight souls were saved” 

(I Pet. 3:19), but “the world of the ungodly” perished.  The Lord in answer to the question, “Are 

there few that be saved?” (Lk. 13:23), answered, “Narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 

few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13).  In contrast to the nations of the world, the Lord says, 

“Fear not, (very) little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk. 

12:30, 32). It is true of God’s people generally that “Ye were the fewest of all people” (Dt. 7:7), 

and that because “Many are called, but few chosen” (Matt. 20:16). This scarcity comes about not 

because the Lord is disappointed or defeated in His original purpose, but because it is the 

realization of His foreordination in eternity.  “Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He.” 

“Whatsoever His soul desireth, even that He doeth.” “He doeth according to His will in the army 

of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay His hand.” The total number 

of the elect is “a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations and kindreds and 

people and tongues” (Rev. 7:9).  

 

14. Its Resistance 

 When the doctrine of election is scripturally and faithfully preached, it will be met with 

bitter protestations.  It was always so, in every age of the church.  The natural man would rather 

not hear the truth of the absolute sovereignty of God, that He is the Potter, while he the clay to be 

formed a vessel of wrath or a vessel of mercy, as He ordains.  This arouses his ire as nothing else 

will.  When the preacher insists that man is so totally depraved in sin that he is spiritually dead, 

is inclined to all evil and incapable of any good, and therefore can never come to salvation unless 

God choose him and quicken him, that preacher is denounced in rage as a “wicked man.” 

Maintaining of this truth has brought forth opposition from the local church supposed to be 

“Reformed” and from standing committees of the denomination.  Certain Bible movements 

attack first one part of Scripture truth, then another.  Not only is predestination decried as the 

“one hoss shay,” but eternal punishment is contemptuously regarded as unnecessary, the final 

preservation and perseverance of the saints are offensive, and the doctrine of the trinity and of 

creation are found embarrassing.  Preach that men are by nature like the impotent man, fallen, 

foul, helpless in the dust; like the prodigal son, a bankrupt pauper owing ten thousand talents yet 

having nothing to pay; like Lazarus, dead and stinking in the grave of sin and spiritual death; like 

the dry bones in the valley, utterly dependent on the sovereign good pleasure of God for 

restoration and life—preach that, and vain man, ignorant of his real misery, cannot tolerate such 

self-denuding, pride-abasing doctrine.   

  From experience you soon learn that the usual method of attack against this truth is that 

of misrepresentation, not that of refutation.  It is not taken up and answered, but held down and 

perverted.  It is so hated that it cannot be mentioned nor appraised in such a way as to let the 

doctrine speak for itself.  Election is presented as though God ordained the end without ordaining 



the means; as though election were not that we should be holy; that it were not through 

sanctification, faith and unto obedience.  The elect may become as wicked as they please and still 

go to heaven.  The reprobate may have every regard for virtue and long for heaven, but shall 

never make it.  So the denial of election is a caricature of Scripture. 

 This is the “smear” tactic used against election.  It is made to appear an evil monster, 

threatening to the “democratic spirit,” the “brotherhood of man” and the “unity of mankind.” 

Satan shows his power when he is able to stir up all kinds of animosity against this truth from 

every quarter of the wicked world.  But he demonstrates his cunning when he is able to enlist the 

underground activities of professing Christians to carry on his subversion for him.  But none of 

these things should move the lover of Reformed truth.  

 Usually, the one who stands against this truth is almost wholly ignorant of what it is all 

about.  He hardly knows what he is up against.  Further, his ignorance is the result of failure to 

enlighten himself on the subject.  He has made not even a cursory study of the matter. What little 

scrutiny he may have given it has been darkened by the veil of prejudice which blindfolds him.  

It makes no difference to him whether you can prove that election is the fountain of holiness and 

good works.  He only wants to do away with it.  For it throws too strong a searchlight on his 

shabby, two-cent humanistic gospel.  

 Perhaps the bitterest and most unrelenting enemies against the doctrine of election are the 

Romanists.  They are the greatest protagonists of “free-willism” and salvation by works and 

human merit.  They of all people would be opposed the most to sovereign grace and divine 

predestination.  Rome today is very busy drawing converts to herself in a last-ditch effort to 

become the one-world church.  Many “Protestant” Arminians degenerate to Modernists, and then 

are soon seen either flirting with or uniting with the Church of Rome.  She, like the woman who 

rides the Beast, is fast winning not only ecclesiastical power over all the church bodies in the 

world, but also political prestige over any other organization in the world.  Her power increases 

when so called “Protestant” pulpits preach the things which give her aid and comfort and 

advance her interests.  She is delighted with the modern prophets of mass-evangelism who 

preach fallen man’s power to accept Christ and believe.  These pretenders to Protestantism who 

attack or undermine the doctrine of election use the same objections that came from the 

ultramontanist church back in counter-Reformation days.  

(To be continued, D.V.) 
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