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 Do you know what those are? Avarice, gluttony, envy, lust, pride, wrath, sloth. 

 It is the sinful nature of natural man which seeks those “seven deadly sins.” They are the 

manifestation of one totally depraved—one dead. But the child of God flees from all these.  The 

Heidelberg Catechism states: “Can those who are converted to God perfectly keep these 

commandments? No: but even the holiest men, while in this life, have only a small beginning of 

this obedience: yet so, that with a sincere resolution they begin to live, not only according to 

some, but all the commandments of God.” A “small beginning,” but also “a sincere resolution.” 

 

 We have always held the position as churches that movie attendance is wrong.  Our 

consistories have been so insistent upon this, that they regard it a matter of consistorial action 

when it is know that this regulation is broken.  And many good reasons have been given in the 

past to support this position. 

 But such a position appears almost outdated in a time when television can bring these 

very “movies” into our homes.  We do still speak of “controlling” or “regulating” television.  We 

do maintain that it is right to watch only the “good” programs.  But one does wonder what 

“regulating” means when children and adults begin to speak of the various programs they have 

seen.  It’s time more concern is shown in this whole matter. 

 Now one would almost expect that the Protestant Reformed Churches would take a 

strong stand against the improper use of television. One might expect that these churches would 

allow only the watching of “news.” After all, these churches are known for their strictness.  Yet 

as members of these churches we are found often in the position of condoning our own use of 

television.  Therefore, when one discovers a national news magazine, which is not particularly 

concerned with the observance of the law of God, presenting a stand against much of the 

television programming, a stand which is stronger in many ways than we have expressed—then 

one sits up and takes note.  If this is what THEY say about television, then how can I ever sit 

comfortably in my easy chair and watch all this with a clear conscience? I’m going to quote from 

Time magazine of April 8, 1966.  In an article entitled, “Seven Deadly Daytime Sins,” the 

following is stated: 

 “ ‘I broke off with Mrs. Scott, God help me.. and her…’ 

 “ ‘I’m frightened, Dr. Bauer… so frightened…’ 

 “ ‘I don’t feel anything just now… except dead inside.’ 

 “Such are the arias of soap operas, day in and day out, on daytime television… 

 “…The housewife is bombarded with programs whose aim is to exploit at least five of 

the seven deadly sins.  Avarice and gluttony are the main components of such game shows as 

Let’s Make a Deal, where husbands and wives bicker as they try to guess the prices of lawn 

sprinklers and diet bread, and Supermarket Sweep, where grocery shelves are swept clean by 

tense men with shopping carts racing against a clock.  Envy, too, is an important ingredient of 

the game-show recipe.  The housewife who abandons diaper and vacuum cleaner to watch 

Jeopardy or You Don’t Say! sits red- and green-eyed as other women—coifed and dressed in 

their finest at midday—win money and refrigerators and play charades (‘lie, czar, rust… 



Lazarus!’) with real, live, ever-popular, never-to-be-forgotten celebrities such as Alan King, 

Tom Poston, Morey Amsterdam, and what’s-him-name. 

 “But it is lust that wins the viewers’ closest attention.  Once the radio soap operas seemed 

as spotless as if they had been scrubbed down by the sponsor’s product; now the TV actors seem 

to need their mouths washed out with it….” (Then follow several illustrations unfit for 

publication—or for hearing in any Christian home.) 

 “For variety, the housewife can tune in on As the World Turns, the doyenne of daily 

dramas, where the actors still say ‘You mean…’ and ‘It can’t be true!’ and regularly face death, 

disease, violence, alcoholism, attempted suicide, amnesia, rape, mal-practice and child-custody 

suits.  The viewer can be forgiven if she becomes a victim of another deadly sin—pride—at 

having a family who, no matter what their vagaries, must seem to be the epitome of middle-class 

morality compared to the atrocity-ridden citizens of World, Search for Tomorrow, Love of Life, 

and Guiding Light.  

 “All of which leaves daytime TV with only two sins untouched: wrath and sloth. 

 “And as the shadows begin to lengthen on her lawn and the commercials for virile 

laundry detergents (Boost!, Blast!, Fist!, Kick!, Sneer!, Guts!) Ricochet around the homemaker’s 

uncleaned living room, sloth can easily be accounted for.  As for wrath, that depends, Will she 

rise and turn off  the set? Or is she trapped forever in the flickering world of vicarious fun and 

games, scandal and sex? Tune out tomorrow.” 

 

 Now if that all had been written by one of those overly-critical P.R. ministers or some in 

their congregations, one could toss aside the criticism as unduly harsh.  The statements 

concerning the “soap operas” might make us a bit uncomfortable.  We do remember that the 

churches oppose movie attendance.  We do also know that there is much inconsistency in 

forbidding that, while allowing these same “movies” into our homes via television.  We must 

feel a bit hypocritical when our children, for instance, can see Batman on our television screen, 

but they are forbidden to see it in the movie house downtown.  

 But all that other criticism of game-type programming! These are among the “good” 

programs that we have been watching with a clear conscience! Then to have one state that these 

have their appeal because they exploit gluttony, avarice, and envy! Well—that’s going just a bit 

too far! And worse: to accuse one of “sloth” because he or she spends some time watching these 

things. Is not one entitled to some entertainment and relaxation? 

 Trouble is—the criticism comes not from some fundamentalist preacher or some “hyper-

Calvinist.” And the face is, that even those “hyper-Calvinists” would hesitate to state a thing so 

bluntly and to be so all-inclusive in condemning a thing; at least, I would have hesitated to have 

made such a blanket condemnation—to claim that most TV programming finds its appeal to the 

viewer because it exploits one or more of the “seven deadly sins.” 

 But a national, secular news-magazine makes the statement! I did not make that claim. 

And if the world, in its worldly wisdom, emphasizes that its T.V. entertainment is for the most 

part mere exploitation of the “seven deadly sins,” what ought I then to say? Must I stand before 

them and claim that they are partly wrong—tat their entertainment is not as bad as they think it to 

be?  

 But I have “a sincere resolution” to “begin to live, not only according to some, but all the 

commandments of God.” That means that principally I am opposed to anything which would 

exploit those “seven deadly sins,” yea, and I begin to shudder when I realize that I have found 

any of such type programs entertaining because of their exploitation of these sins. 



 

One wonders if there ought not to be many good, used, P.R. television sets for sale. 
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