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 There is a chalk line drawn between what is called world and what is called church.  At 

best, it is a very pale line, for both church and world are steadily erasing it from existence. At the 

time of Christ, there was no chalk line at all in the Christian world; but rather, there was an 

impregnable wall.  For the true Church of today, this wall still exists.  For us there can be no 

chalk line between good and evil; there must be a wall. 

 But, how can we erect an impregnable wall rather than a mere chalk line? How are we to 

know the true difference between Church and world when so often all we do find is a chalk line? 

 How, for instance, are we supposed to get an education when we are taught in both high 

school and college to consider worldly art and literature as beautiful and talented? Isn’t art 

basically the true expression of God’s world, arising from the heart of a child of God to His 

glory? Or is this worldly “art” really not sinful? Are the artists really striving for God in the 

expression of their art? Perhaps a look at the lives of two of the so-called artists will be helpful: 

 The Sculptor Michelangelo, perhaps best known for his sculpture “David” and for his 

Sistine Chapel frescoes, was born of a Catholic family, in a Catholic Italy, in a time when the 

Papal influence was at its height.  He lived during the crowning days of achievement for the 

Romish church and died after the Protestant Reformation, as the Romish church experienced 

decline.  Yet, in spite of all the religious fervor and upheaval going on around him, Michelangelo 

was not interested in the church as a religion.  Basically, he was a humanist.  Unconcerned with 

the church’s morality, he glorified the human body instead of God’s spirit within it.  His 

paintings and sculpture were larger-than-lie, stronger-than-life representations of idealized 

humanity, while his life was a swirling eddy of sensuality, Michelangelo even took it upon 

himself to paint God (or rather his conception of God) in the nude. 

 Nevertheless, what can be said of Michelangelo can be said even more of Ernest 

Hemingway, a modern day author.  Hemingway was an empty person, as evidenced by the 

futility of life expressed in his book The Old man and the Sea.  He had no belief in God or in 

Christ’s morality.  In fact, his life can be traced through the multitude of his women to his bitter 

end by suicide.  

 Neither Michelangelo, nor Ernest Hemingway had Christ as the center of their existence. 

 Can we consider the products of these men as good? Or rather, can we study these 

products as true art? If we do study the “Art” of these men are we not breaking down the barriers 

between ourselves and the world? Are we not drawing a chalk line in place of building a wall? 

 Today, in order to complete the requirements for a high school or college education, we 

are obliged to read and study, not only Hemingway and Michelangelo, but many others who are 

classified as being artists.  We could, of course, cut ourselves off from the world entirely, and 

have all our own schools and live as a completely closed community.  However, the Lord has 

placed us in the world for a purpose, and this purpose does not include complete isolation.  There 

is some point at which we must be prepared to meet the world, and we must be ready to meet the 

world on OUR grounds.  Nonetheless we must know our opponent, and know him well. 

 How then, can we know our opponent without erasing the barriers that keep us totally 

separate from him? How can we learn without ourselves falling into temptation? 



 The first step toward learning is a firm knowledge of the truth.  This means constant, 

diligent study in the Word of God, AND NOT JUST ON SUNDAY.  Only with total 

commitment to God as our base, we can go forward to study the world, even to read some of its 

literature and study its art.  But we must ever remain alert, discerning students, always watching 

lest we fall into temptation.  For as long as possible, we must remain under the guidance of those 

older, wiser, and stronger than we are, and we must be prepared to avoid temptation whenever 

necessary.   

 Is it possible then, for us to study the world without breaking down our personal wall of 

truth and drawing a chalk line of compromise? Yes, it is possible for the strong in the truth, for 

those with guidance and discretion, and for those willing and able to fight for the Lord on His 

ground. 

 How can we know if WE are able to fight for God actively without compromising 

ourselves? It is, basically, a personal decision.  No one can discover our hidden weaknesses for 

us.  But we must be brutally honest with ourselves… for there is a chalk line drawn between 

what is called church and what is called world, and it is steadily being erased.  We must have an 

impregnable wall. 
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