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 In this Passion season, the most joyous season of all, it is well for us to dwell on the true 

meaning and significance of the cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In a word the 

true meaning and significance is, Love.  If they mean or signify anything but the sovereign 

particular eternal love of God for his chosen people through Christ, they are absolutely 

meaningless.  Because God has shed His Love abroad in us, his chosen people, we are 

commanded to love God above all gratuitously and our neighbor as ourselves graciously.  This is 

the theory, how about the practice? 

 Several areas of daily living in which this theory of love for our neighbor may be 

practiced could be stated, but the most inclusive is our conversation, our speech, our words with 

our fellowmen.  Think back a minute, an hour, a day, and even a year.  What, if anything, made 

you happy or sad? A kind word politely spoken or a harsh word uttered in hate? Yes, words, 

speech, conversation, idle chatter enliven or sadden the countenance, spirit, and the emotions.  

All the knocks, bumps, and bruises in this life are not physical.  In fact, most of the hurts come 

not as, “Oh, what he did,” but, “Oh, what he said hurts me so, and I’ll never forget it.” 

 In the world we expect to receive hard, harsh cruel words, we even say rather 

nonchalantly, “That’s what you get when you deal with the world,” or, “You rub elbows with 

worldly people, you’re bound to give and take a little dirt.” It is sad that we have to take these 

verbal whip lashings from the world, but it is sadder still when Christians treat each other in the 

same way.  It is pathetic when we Protestant Reformed Christians treat each other the way the 

ungodly treat us. 

 Not only do we cut each other down face to face, but we kill one another more subtly 

with bitter slander, gossip, and idle non-sensical chatter.  Sometimes our speech can be as it were 

dripping with honey and shot with sugar, but when it is truly analyzed “it is an unruly evil full of 

deadly poison” (James 3:8). 

 Perhaps we have forgotten what God’s Word and our Reformed Confessions say about 

the uncontrolled and ungoverned tongue! Before Christ was born one of His progenitors, 

Solomon, King of Israel, wrote these words: 

  “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul.” (Proverbs 21:23) 

 “A hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbor: but through knowledge 

shall the just be delivered.” (Proverbs 11:9) 

 After Christ came to earth and while he was preaching throughout Palestine, the vile and 

wicked tongue caused him much suffering; for he said: 

  “But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give  

  account thereof in the day of judgment.” 

  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words shalt thou be   

  condemned.” (Matthew 12:36, 37) 

 After Christ was crucified, resurrected, ascended to the right hand of God the Father, the 

apostle James writes of the same naughty tongue: 

  “If any man among you seem religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth  

  his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.” (James 1:26) 



“And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our 

members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire course of nature; and 

it is set on fire of hell. “(James 3:6) 

“But the tongue can no man tame, it is an unruly evil full of deadly poison.” 

(James 3:8) 

 God’s Word is beautifully, clearly, and distinctively interpreted and systematized in the 

Heidelberg Catechism.  Our fathers devoted all of Lord’s Day XLIII to the problem of the 

unguided and unrestrained speech.  They wrote as follows: 

  “112. Q. What is required in the ninth commandment? 

  A. That I bear false witness against no man; wrest no one’s words; be no   

  backbiter or slanderer; do not judge, or join in condemning, any man rashly or  

  unheard; but that I avoid all sorts of lies and deceit as the proper works of the evil, 

  unless I would bring down upon myself the heavy wrath of God; likewise, that in  

  judicial and all other dealings I love the truth, speak it uprightly, and confess it;  

  and that, as much as I am able, I defend and promote the honor and reputation of  

  my neighbor.” 

 What is the conclusion to the whole matter? In this Passion season of suffering in love, 

let us firmly resolve to speak to, with, and about our brothers in love, for Christ, our Redeemer, 

spoke to us in love, “I go to prepare a place for you”; he spoke with us in love, “Take, eat; this is 

my body which is broken for you; this do in remembrance of me.  This cup is the new testament 

in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me” (I Corinthians 11:22b and 

23b); and, finally, Christ spoke about us in love, “Father forgive them for they know not what 

they do” (Luke 23:34). 
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