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Why do not Protestant Reformed young people attend movies? Is it because there are 

rules and church laws forbidding it? Assuming that Protestant Reformed young people do not 

attend movies, (a few do but most do not), why don’t they? Could it be that they are interested in 

preserving our Reformed heritage over against the world? I have recently talked to several of our 

young people who said that they did not attend movies but didn’t know exactly why they’ were 

wrong. When I got to thinking about it myself, I had to delve to find reasons and defend my 

position. As I began to study, I found that the origin of the movie is Hollywood, a place long 

notorious for its wickedness. 

The people who act in these movies, as is plain to see from the lives they live, do not live 

and act in a Christian manner. Their lives are filled with wickedness. The movie itself portrays 

scenes of wickedness, the most common of which are killings, savage fights and assaults, 

stealing, rape, and adultery. Also frequently advertised are movies which speak of angels and 

devils, of heaven and hell. They do not, of course, mean this in a spiritual sense, but in a way of 

mocking Christianity. The people who make these movies are not ashamed of their sins, but set 

them up as goals and examples for others. 

Everything that you and I do is either good or evil, if not in itself, then in its influences. A 

television set, for example, is not wrong as an instrument; but it can be used for wrong. 

Everything that is done falls into one of these two categories, for the moment, let’s give movies 

the benefit of the doubt and suppose that they can produce “good” scenes. They do it for the 

entertainment of others, and not for the glory of God. It is wrong to portray good just for the sake 

of portraying it. It is difficult, in fact impossible, to find a scene of good in a movie and show 

that it is for God’s glory. The wicked cannot praise God. 

Since movies cannot show good, they must portray evil. This is twice as bad as sin, if we 

can speak of sins basing degrees. It is bad enough that sin is committed, but if it is committed 

over again for somebody else's benefit, this makes the sin doubly abominable before God. 

Nevertheless, objections have been raised. The question has been asked, “What’s the 

difference between going to a movie or to a football or basketball game? Aren’t we in contact 

with the world either way?” True, we may be forced to mix with some very undesirable people at 

these sports events, and that is a big reason why we should not indulge over-much in these 

activities. But as such, football or basketball games have little or no moral, intellectual, or 

spiritual content; we derive no great benefits from them. Whether we watch or play, these sports 

will not, in themselves, have an appreciable oiled on us. But with the movie it is different; the 

movie influences the mind and the heart, revealing its ideals and attitudes toward all things, good 

or evil. The world through the movie pictures life as it wants to live it, not as Christ wants us to 

live it. 

“But cannot the Christian benefit from movies, using them as an art form?” someone 

might ask. I would say, “What benefit can be derived from watching wicked pictures of what 

passes for culture in the world?” The world has no culture, save that of the devil. The Christian 

cannot serve both God and mammon, cannot deliberately place himself in the sphere of the 

ungodly. 

In short, because of its origin, its actors and actresses, and its wicked content, the movie 

is wrong. But what makes it worse is the influence it has on the world of today. 



It seems that many things are done in imitation of movie stars. The movies set certain  

standards: The way people talk, dress, act, and their moral code are to a large extent determined 

by the movies they see. Such-and-such a person did this or that, and now it’s the “in” thing to do. 

Movies, and this includes television, have an influence on crime. It has been estimated that three-

fourths of all juvenile crimes committed are conceived as a result of the movie. Manufacturers 

capitalize on the killings and violence shown on TV. They offer “war games,” “G.I. Joe’s,” and 

“spy kits.” Many small children have these toys; think of the influence they have on these 

impressionable children. 

The influence of the movie must be increasing, because the 1966 Synod of the Christian 

Reformed Churches removed the ban on movies, saying that if they were used with discretion, 

movies were a legitimate culture medium. Through common grace they can do this in the face of 

all the evidence which has just been presented! 

Why don’t Protestant Reformed young people attend movies? Because they want to be 

Christian in every sphere of their lives. They don’t want any contact with the epitome and 

personification of worldliness. They want to live distinctively, being in the world but not of it. 

This is a characteristic of all of God’s people, and must he maintained, because these are the last 

days in which the Church must remain pure over against ever-increasing wickedness, until Christ 

comes again. 
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