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If one is looking for a song book filled with catchy tunes, jazzy rhythms, and finger 

snapping lyrics,” Hymns For Youth” is not the answer. But if one is searching for a hymnal that 

is abundantly filled with solemn worshipful music, Christian lyrics, and biblical illustrations; this 

work is the answer. 

The music and accompanying songs, although unfamiliar to most, are not too difficult for 

the youth to master. Many of the pieces have been resurrected from the old Geneva Psalter of 

1551 and other substantial hymnals and song books since then. Versifications of Scripture are  

prevalent throughout the book. When the songs are versified, they are biblically sound. But those 

that are not versified can be misleading or just plain false. The List of verses of Hymn # 67, 

“.Shepherds Left Their Flocks A-straying” is simply not true. Put on Biblically Reformed 

spectacles and read this verse: 

“Let us now in every situation sing His praise with exultation. 

All the world shall find salvation In the birth of Mary’s son.” 

All the world shall not find salvation because salvation is bestowed and not found. If the 

world can find salvation, then, man not God is first in the redemptive process. That could never 

be! 

Adding to the value of this work are E. Boeve’s symbolistic illustrations. On page 48 is 

pictured the parable of the sower and on the opposite page this explanation is given: 

THE SEED   “The seed is the word of God” 

In the parable of the sower (Luke 8:5-15) the Lord Jesus used several word pictures to 

teach the lesson that we must be “doers of the word and not hearers only” (James 1:22). Seed 

well planted, grown, and ripened to harvest is a symbol of the faith that takes hold in the heart of 

the righteous, grows, and bears fruits (good works) which glorify God. 

The illustrations fulfill three purposes in that they enhance the beauty of the book; they 

can be used as studies in art education; and they express in a Christian way that which mouth 

cannot express. 

The general construction and quality of materials used reflect the fine craftsmanship of 

the Eerdmans Publishing Company. It is built for much use and abuse in home and school. 

Format and indexes reflect excellent compiling and editing. The indexes include: Metrical Index 

of Tunes; Alphabetical Listing of Tunes; Topical Index; Biblical Index; and Index of Titles. 

       Because of Hymns For Youth is, for the most part, scripturally sound, and because it 

fulfills a need for good songs for youth; it is highly recommended to you, young people. 
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