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In our English Bible the term Assurance appears only six or seven times, not at all to 

imply that the doctrine of assurance has but meager place in the Word of God. For it is a very 

strong vein running all through the whole strata of Scripture. Nor is it presented in the Word of 

Truth as having only minor importance, for it is given as an inseparable element of faith. Nor is it 

a quality which is to be looked for in the Christian in but weak and scant form. For in half of the 

occurrences of the word itself, reference is made to full assurance of faith, or too much 

assurance. 

Yet it is not easy to unite on the subject of assurance, lest we distress and dishearten the 

truly godly, or pull lip those who suppose they are rich and have need of nothing. Many things 

have been uttered on assurance which never should have been said, because in the saying, the 

balance of truth was not preserved. There are true believers who find little spiritual comfort in 

their past experience. As they grow older, they find it increasingly difficult, if not, impossible to 

remember. At least, time takes them farther from it; there is little to appropriate from it. 

Sometimes, therefore, they feel as though they never ate and drank from the table set before them 

in this wilderness world. They seem to have little joy with which to rejoice. Life is so full of 

tears, groaning, complaints, feelings of desertion and failings. This is the way the saints 

often are, not as they ought to be. Though you may not have learned all this yet by experience, 

you will. 

The blessing of assurance is not necessarily one where we are continually on the 

mountain top, never getting down into the Valley of Humiliation, or into the Slough of Despond, 

where we are always shouting “Amen!” or singing “Hallelujah.” Jacob, you remember, prevailed 

with the Angel of God, but did not go the rest of his life as a glorious hero triumphant. He went 

as a battle-scarred veteran with halting gait. He still proceeded as a militant warrior. The 

weapons of his warfare were not yet put aside. “I write unto you, young men (and young women) 

because ye are strong.” But you are also weak, and the stronger you become, the more conscious 

you will be of your weakness, the more you will learn to cry out of the depths of your 

helplessness to the Mighty God for strength. Why should this be so, if there be such a promised 

blessing as assurance? The one experience in no wise cancels the other! Both may be ours at the 

same time. Paul said, “When I am weak, then am I strong” (II Cor. 12:10). We are to 

increasingly discover that though we delight in the law of God after the inward man, there is 

another law in our members, striving against the law of the mind, and bringing us into captivity 

to the law of sin (Rom. 7:22f). The Lord would have us always, even when weak and wavering, 

to, nevertheless, be able to say,”I know Him whom I have believed!” But He puts us through 

these many infirmities to reveal to us our nothingness (John 3:30). 

You see, the believer’s deepest experience of the knowledge of his soul felt misery does 

in no wise debar the experience of assurance. It is Roman Catholic doctrine which insists that no 

one may be assured of salvation until after the moment of death. There is nothing Reformed, 

humble, nor pious about this doctrine. The Reformed, therefore, biblical, teaching is that 

assurance is an essential element of saving faith. This does not mean that if a person does not 

know he was “accepted in the Beloved One,” he is yet in his sins. We do not view our infant 

seed, tender children, covenant youth or unenlightened believers as yet in their sins. The elect 

have been accepted in the Beloved One whether they know it or not, whether they believe it or 



not! But they will come to believe it, and so to know it. But if a Christian of some years standing 

does not have the assurance of his salvation, it may be because his spiritual diet has for a long 

time been on unsubstantial food. It may be that sonic rags of Romanism yet cling to him, or that 

worldly influences have swayed him. For the world is full of the deadening influences of Deism 

(modern Unitarianism), Modernism (now deeply imbedded in Romanism), Palagianism (the 

Romish inspired religion of the man-on-the street) and Arminianism, which originated within 

Romanism. These worldly influences have engulfed the church; to a degree, even our own 

churches, as we must always consciously sweep out the lie, first from our own hearts, then from 

our own house. 

The lack of assurance may be due to die fact that of the three things which are necessary 

for a Christian to know, the first, how great his sins and miseries are, he never gets beyond. He 

never goes on to know how to be delivered from his sins and miseries, and knows practically 

nothing of the joy of gratitude for such deliverance. Perhaps he never grasped nor understood 

real doctrinal preaching, or had such little of it that serious self-examination was the dominant 

part of the ministry he sat under. The latter, without a proper proportion of the former, results in 

doubting and despondency. But the Lord intends that the Christian be neither a sickly mystic nor 

an ignorant professor. He intends that he shall possess his possessions, and always be able to say, 

I belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ! “I know that my Redeemer liveth!” 

The full assurance of salvation is a blessing to be coveted by every believer. It is to be 

regarded as neither “Fundamentalist fanaticism” nor naive presumption, but as the gracious favor 

of spiritual enlightenment, the gift of God. Many professing Christians are led to believe that a 

constant experience of doubts and fears sighs and groans, welling sins and shortcomings, are the 

highest evidences of a regenerated state and true spiritual-mindedness. They measure their piety 

by the length of the face. However, these doubts, fears, and sins many find mixed with worldly 

and fleshly lusts which war against them. So they have hesitated to affirm that they are true chil-

dren of God. They can always say, “In me, that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing.” 

They cannot yet bring themselves to say, “Christ liveth in me,” and, “whatsoever God doeth, it 

shall be forever!” 

On the other side, there are those who never have a doubt or fear. They claim to rest on 

the bare Word of God and the finished work of Christ, or they rest on John 3:16, or 5:24. How 

could they then fail to be assured of their salvation? They have the utmost confidence in the 

letter of Scripture. It must apply therefore to them in its happy declarations, as much as to 

anyone else. They have not the slightest doubt that they will spend eternity in glory. We are 

afraid for them. So many who give no evidence of election, calling and regeneration are sure that 

the Lord has saved them. They, under the ministry of some ill-trained evangelist or teacher, made 

a decision for Christ, and therefore all is well with them, automatically, for time and eternity. 

Blithely they flit through life as they sing, “Depravity’s a cavity from humanistic bruising. 

Election’s gone; “God waits upon man’s card recorded choosing.’” 

The latter souls are the ones who continually remind us that the whole Word of God is 

what we need. True, but not all at once. That would be too much of a dose for anyone. In fact, 

certain portions of God’s Word would be highly injurious if applied at the wrong time and place. 

Meats and nuts are nutritious but so are bread and milk. The one combination is for the mature; 

the other for babes. The convalescent would do better on a diet of milk and honey than on one of 

nuts and sweetmeats. The doctrine of eternal punishment is part of the infallible truth of 

Scripture. But would you give a dose of that truth to the broken hearted Christian parents whose 

agnostic son was recently killed? The glory of heaven is a reality that awaits every pilgrim in the 



narrow way, but who would put that before a professing Christian who was intoxicated? The 

doctrine of the saint;’ eternal preservation is also clearly founded in Scripture, but 1 would not 

press it on a wayward brother in the Lord. 

There are many empty professors of the faith who are sure of their salvation merely 

because “I accepted Christ as my personal Savior.” This sort of certitude is deficient, because it 

does not include evidence of the same, namely, obedience. “He that saith, ‘I know Him,’ and 

keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (I John 2:4). But some will 

say, “There is no need for me to go to such lengths to prove my salvation. 1 know that my faith 

is genuine. I believe that Christ died for me. I am trusting in the finished work of Christ.” This is 

wrong and foolish because the Author of Scripture Himself commands, “Make your calling and 

election sure” (II Peter 1:10). Furthermore, when we read that “we know that we have passed 

from death unto life,” it is not because “we have trusted in the finished work of Christ,” but 

“because we love the brethren”! The true Christian does not merely say, I know Him. He wants 

to prove it, and does, he bears a resemblance to his Father, and would have all see to which 

“father” he belongs (John 8:44). 

The question must be settled as to what kind of a hearer I am. Am I a hearer who never 

retains the preached Word because Satan snatches the good seed of the Word out of the heart? Or 

am 1 such a hearer as for a while believes the Word, but in time of persecution apostatizes? Or 

one who finds the cares, riches and pleasures of this life choking out the Word from my life? Or 

am I a good-ground hearer, having an honest and good heart, hearing the Word, keeping it and 

bringing forth fruit with patience? Then the test which identifies the elect of God, which reveals 

the mark of election, is that of fruit in evidence. Knowledge is fine; orthodoxy is necessary’; joy 

is commanded and commendable. But the identity of the godly is in spiritual fruit, especially in 

the fruit of likeness to Christ, or conformity to His image. May these broad lines briefly sketched 

here be of practical spiritual help to strengthen the reader in “blessed assurance.” 
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