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 “The President has had a mild coronary thrombosis.” Those eight words spoken in 

Denver by a White House secretary thudded on the nation and the world. The first concern 

turned on the man, a figure of affection and respect in the hearts of more millions throughout the 

globe than any man of this decade.  

 Throughout the world a widespread confidence was placed in this man. Critics in his own 

party, diehard Democrats, and French neutralists, who even having opposed him, believed that 

he would really never do anything very radical. World trade along with American businessmen 

had such faith in the man that it sent business activities to an unbelievable point of economic 

limitation. Even the Communists professed to trust in him more than other American leaders. 

 Eisenhower himself had warned of the danger to believe in his own indispensability. 

Three weeks before, answering to an insistent demand that he run again, he said: “Humans are 

frail – and they are mortal. You never pin our flag so tightly to one mast that if a ship sinks you 

cannot rip it off and nail it to another.” So much of international and national progress and 

reassurance had come to be symbolized by Eisenhower, that it now looked like there was real 

danger that the prospect of his retirement would pull the linchpin of trust. 

 However, as true believers in the Word of God, we may never put our trust in the things 

of this world, but rather take heed to the scripture lesson which we find in Psalm 2: “Why do the 

heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 

rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their 

bands asunder and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 

Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his 

sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the 

Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son: this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall 

give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be 

wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, 

and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 

wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” 

 Oh, what an exact picture we see here in this text of the situation that is prevalent in our 

day. “The heathen rage,” they become worked up, production is increased, wages are increased, 

the stock market is increased to an all-time high; “they imagine a vain thing,” peace talks appear 

to be successful, world trade increases and their attitude becomes more and more like that of 

“brotherhood.” All seems to be running so smooth. However, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall 

laugh, He shall hold them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them 

in his sore displeasure.” All of a sudden God speaks to them in his wrath and knocks down that 

object of their trust, showing them that He is the Sustainer of all things, rather than mere man. 

“Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with 

fear, and rejoice with trembling, for – Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” 
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