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 On a beautiful afternoon in September, as many of our people as possible were gathered 

together to celebrate the 40th anniversary in the ministry of our beloved pastor, Rev. H. 

Hoeksema. The celebration was held on Sept. 16, at the Christian Reformed Conference 

Grounds. We spent an enjoyable afternoon talking with old friends and meeting many new 

friends. The first speaker of the afternoon was Rev. G. M. Ophoff. Here follows some of the 

things he said: 

 “We are assembled here to commemorate that our brother, Rev. Hoeksema, has 

completed 40 years in the ministry. We hope that the Lord may sustain him several years, and 

that is our prayer, and I hope it is a permissible prayer. His physical condition is not that one gets 

the impression that he may go any time, for he can do a lot of walking, swimming, etc. His 

sermons have that characteristic that makes them enjoyable to listen to. His writings are clear and 

easy to understand. At one time he was sick, and could not walk, but the Lord preserved him. 

Thus, I would like to utter this prayer. Our desire is that the Lord may preserve him.  

 Let me delve into the past. I first knew him as a student at Calvin; we had no contact, 

except for one year he was my teacher in English Literature. 

 It was while I was in seminary that the Johnson trouble arose. During this time, I had no 

contact with Rev. Hoeksema, but viewed him at a distance as the only one of all the ministers 

including the professors who had the truth. From that time on he was my man. 

 The friends and supporters of Johnson were friends with Rev. Hoeksema, but when they 

succeeded with their three points, they even gained the will of all those who had stood shoulder 

to shoulder with him. Rev. Hoeksema was cast out because he would not do what before God he 

could not do; subscribe and defend the doctrine of the three points, for these three points are 

heretical. So through the use of these three points, the Christian Reformed Church became 

heretical, and we were deposed because we would not adhere to what before God we could not 

adhere to. 

 When a Church tramples under the truth of God, it becomes as salt which has lost its 

savor, and becomes accepted by the world. 

 Rev. Hoeksema’s years have been filled with a fight for the truth, and the Lord has 

sustained him, even during our recent controversy. We have a great deal of Protestant Reformed 

literature, the bulk of which is from his pen. 

 Our beginning was small, we were but three churches, but we prospered, and now again 

we are small, but not quite as small. If we are spiritual we will not think of our smallness. We are 

the very heart of all that calls itself church today. Let us not mourn just because we are small, but 

by God’s mercy abide in the truth no matter how small we continue to be. May God give us 

grace to walk in His ways. To God above, therefore, is all the glory.” 

 Our next speaker for the afternoon was the Rev. C. Hanko. His speech was interesting for 

he could speak of experiences since childhood which he had with Rev. Hoeksema, as you can see 

from his speech: 

 “It’s 40 years ago that Rev. Hoeksema became minister; of those, I knew him 35 years. In 

Eastern Avenue he was my catechism teacher and pastor. In seminary he was my professor. Still 

later, I knew him as fellow pastor. He and I will remember visits to each other’s homes. It was in 



Randolph that he became a real friend. Then we became fellow pastors in First Church. Nearly 

all that I know I have learned from him. To me, he is my spiritual father. 

 In 1924, we were told that our church had no future; all we stood on was the denial of 

common grace. Our history has denied that many times. We learned to see that, in the covenant, 

Christ has the pre-eminence, the first begotten of the Father. 

 At an occasion like this, there is always a certain note of joy, but also a note of sadness. 

Our people remarked that we are not going to use this occasion to eulogize a man, but the Lord 

has given him certain gifts and has prepared him for his unique position. His enemies like to talk 

about his faults, and he certainly has faults, we all do; of course it’s true, and he knows it. But 

shame on anyone who is so proud and haughty as to point a finger at him. Of course, Rev. 

Hoeksema has nothing of himself; that is what he has preached for 40 years; he knows it too, and 

would be deeply insulted if we didn’t mention it today. 

 We thank our God and can sincerely say: “Praise the Lord for His goodness and mercies 

toward us,” and also: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits toward us.” 

 The sad note is that the journey ends. Some say, what then? Others think that will be our 

end. They point to the fact that we are small. Beloved, if that is true, then the sooner we give up 

our existence, the better. If we cherish that thought, we have no right to exist. But we know that 

the Word of God abides forever. We have that Word and it abides forever. We have it and 

cherish it. Many have turned their backs to us who were once with us, but many never had the 

truth; they served a man, and when he proved to be a mortal man they cast him down to seek 

another idol. 

 We know that our God is faithful, we confidently commit the future to Him. Hitherto the 

Lord hath blessed us and He will continue to provide and we will pass it on to our children and 

our church will not perish. We can confidently hold on and He will be with us. “All flesh is 

grass, but the word of the Lord lives forever.” 

 After these two speeches, we all enjoyed our supper out of doors. We then gathered once 

more in the Conference Grounds Chapel to enjoy more speeches. The first speaker in the evening 

was Mr. John Faber, clerk of First Church Consistory. The following are a few of the remarks he 

made: 

 “Rev. Hoeksema’s life can be described as stormy. Just as God used parents to produce a 

Martin Luther to lead His church, so the Lord, the King of His church, used parents to produce a 

Rev. Hoeksema to lead His people, to be a fighter. He is our spiritual father. 

 When he was one year old, they moved to Groningen. The family was poor. At the age of 

12 he graduated from grade school and from trade school at the age of 15. He learned the 

blacksmith trade, and worked hard to earn money for the family. At 18 he went to America, and 

immediately got a blacksmith job which didn’t last long. After two years he sent for his family. 

His lifelong desire was to be a minister. He met a girl in Chicago, Nellie Kuiper, and after a few 

months she was promised to him. They were engaged for 7 years. She stood by him and spurred 

him on when discouraged. 

 Rev. Hoeksema doesn’t always work; he likes to vacation in Maine and swim every day 

in the cold, salty water of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 I’ll never forget his one argument which is: “That’s Scripture, that’s Reformed. God be 

praised.” 

 Mr. Faber’s speech was followed by Rev. G. Vos, pastor of our Hudsonville Church. 

These are a few of the things he said: 



 “I can be rather careless tonight because no matter what I say, I could not hurt Rev. 

Hoeksema. And you know why. I suppose you know how much he is slandered, but no matter 

how much they slander him, it does not hurt him; they could not hurt him. He has his statutes, 

God has given them to him. It used to hurt him at first, but not anymore. I could say all manner 

of things against him falsely, but I wouldn’t. The reason is, because God is in this audience and 

God is in my heart, and I certainly will endeavor to be true, for God’s sake. 

 God has given scouts to the Church throughout the ages. The Church needs guides, and 

so there was Moses, Luther, Calvin, and Rev. Hoeksema is a gift of the Lord God also. Heroism? 

Perish the thought! 

 The question is, who shall tell us who the scouts are in the desert land, amidst the snakes? 

Those who have spoken the complete Word of God, God speaks, and that will tell you who is a 

real scout. Wherever you find a true Church, you find the scouts of God. I have imitated them for 

38 years. In spite of the devil and his host, we are here tonight. How nice it is that it came now 

after we have been separated. Now we are gathered in joy, but if it had been three years ago, I 

also would stand here with oppressed soul. 

 I will not glory in man, but Jesus Christ, the same today, yesterday, and always.  Jesus 

Christ is the scout to which we cannot compare ourselves. 

 Rev. Hoeksema once said, “I’m a lone wolf,” but there has always been a man in your 

shadow, that is the Rev. Ophoff; he has loved you, followed you, has been your strong arm, 

standing by you. May the Lord spare you and Rev. Ophoff, is our hope and prayer.” 

 We also had a voice from the West, a speech on recording by the Rev. H. Veldman, 

pastor of our church in Edgerton, Minn. Here are but a few of his remarks: 

 “Today the West joins with the East in singing God’s praises. Rev. Hoeksema has led us 

in the sovereign mystery of God’s Word. His entire ministry has been devoted to the preaching 

of God’s truth. Willing and ready he was to take the slander of those who used to be with us. 

 The Lord has used Rev. Hoeksema in the bringing of His truth. The truth that he has been 

privileged to preach is indeed the true Word of God. 

 We are grateful for all that he has done for us, but soon he will go the way of all flesh. 

We are also thankful for all that God has done for us; He will remain with us forever and bring 

us some day to glory. 

 This is a voice from the West. Rev. Hoeksema, we want to congratulate you. Men come 

and go, but the Word of the Lord shall live forever. May the Lord bless you and keep you and 

may His blessing be upon us.” 

 Rev. Veldman was the last of our speakers, and during the course of the evening we were 

also favored with numbers from our Hope Prot. Ref. and Adams Prot. Ref. School choirs. Rev. 

Hoeksema then received his gift from all our churches, which was given to him in appreciation, 

and also to express, in a little way, our love to him. He then closed with a few remarks: 

 “I think I need a day or two to appreciate everything that has been said, and to let it soak 

in. This is not a day to glorify a man and of that I am glad. There is not a doubt in my mind or an 

inkling in my heart that you really mean these things. I am not proud, I am fully aware that I am 

an instrument in the hand of God. All my writings are for me a privilege from the Lord, of which 

I am thankful. I am thankful that I was an instrument in the building of our church. I am glad that 

Rev. Ophoff was mentioned. I feel no reason to be proud or puffed up. 

 People often say, where has 40 years gone to! How fast time flies! This is not my feeling; 

these years were so crowded that when I look back I do not say where have these 40 years gone, 

but how was it possible, that so much could happen in 40 years. 



 Of course, beloved, I have my sins, my faults, and made my mistakes. But these 40 years 

were in God’s counsel even before they were. 

 As far as my ministry is concerned, I’m absolutely convinced that my ministry was in 

detail very evidently determined by God’s good pleasure, not by me. 

 Now I think back and see very plainly that our recent history was in the counsel of God. 

It was in God’s counsel that I was sick and couldn’t preach. The enemies put up their heads; the 

Lord made me sick to give them the chance to stick up their heads. They sold our church to the 

Liberated. They thought I would never preach again. 

 I am before God convinced and here testify that I have always striven to bring you the 

true manifestation of God’s Word. It is because of that truth that all the troubles occurred in my 

life. 

 I wish to thank you for this day. May you continue to walk in this truth in which you are 

instructed and have been instructed.” 

 We are grateful to God for this day that He has given us, and for our beloved pastor. Yet 

we know in our hearts that although Rev. Hoeksema will not last forever, our God will be with 

us forever and ever. And we know too, Rev. Hoeksema, that the Lord will grant us grace to 

continue in the truth, wherein He has given you the privilege to instruct us. 
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