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 Protestant Reformed Youth! 

 Our Thanksgiving! 

 What shall it be? 

 Although Thanksgiving Day is still some weeks away, there are already many things that 

are preparing the American people for the keeping of this traditional holiday. Because they 

belong to the customary picture of Thanksgiving Day, forest and field with their color and 

abundant yield are reminders of the coming celebration. The colored drawings and cuttings, as 

well as displays in both schools and display windows, call to mind that the most traditional of all 

American holidays is nigh at hand. When Thanksgiving Day arrives, all America will be “in the 

mood” for this annual festive occasion. Perhaps, more than ever before, the American people 

will be observing this Thanksgiving Day in harmony with tradition. 

 “Beacon Lights,” too, in conformance with the season and annual custom, seeks to call 

our attention to the coming observance of Thanksgiving Day. In the past, it has annually 

concerned itself with the keeping of this American tradition, and it has done so, if our memory 

serves us well, by both illustrative cover, and pertinent articles. Nor is it different with a view to 

Thanksgiving Day, 1955. This November issue is evidence. 

 Important it is that “Beacon Lights” concerns itself with this national holiday; not, 

however with the purpose of reminding our youth of the coming of the day as such, for such 

would only add to the conglomeration of evidences already manifested round about us. But, 

rather, the importance lies in regard to the observance of Thanksgiving Day. And, not only is it 

important, it is even necessary, for Thanksgiving Day and its observance are concerned, not with 

the keeping of a tradition, nor yet in abiding by a proclamation of our president and several 

governors, but with the spiritual activity of giving thanks. And, in concerning itself in regard to 

Thanksgiving Day from this aspect, “Beacon Lights” will be a light that pierces the darkness. 

 That we as Protestant Reformed Youth can observe a Thanksgiving Day, which, in the 

keeping of the American tradition, is annually proclaimed by our rulers, is evident from our very 

confession of faith. We believe in God, Who is eternally God. In distinction to the avowed deists, 

who acknowledge only a divine “Providence” and accordingly will proclaim a national day of 

thanksgiving, we believe and confess God, who in absolute sovereignty upholds, governs, and 

directs all things in harmony with His Own eternal good-pleasure and will. Thus, in distinction to 

the same deists, we acknowledge His Fatherly hand in all things, and at all times. In prosperity 

and depression, in health and in sickness, in peace and in war, we confess that He is God, and 

that all is the work of His hand. 

 Moreover, it lies in the very nature of such acknowledgement and confession, that we see 

the works of His hands as a manifestation of His attributes and virtues, or better said, His glory. 

It is true, of course, that in the sphere of earthly creation we can only see this glory as it 

manifests itself in righteous wrath and indignation, resulting in the death of all things. But, this 

too, we acknowledge and confess as the work of God, and a manifestation of His glory. 

 However, if it were only this work of God that we were aware of, and there were no 

more, thanksgiving would be an impossibility for us. For to give thanks, in the scriptural sense of 

the term, means to acknowledge benefits received. Hence, as we live in the sphere of this earthly 

creation we would know only of death. And death, as such, is no benefit. But in the light of the 



revelation of God, and the manifestation of His glory in Christ, we are delivered from death and 

the curse. Through that same work of God in Christ we are given eyes to see this marvelous 

work of His grace; we are given hearts that will and do acknowledge and confess that this is the 

work of the sovereign Lord of heaven and earth. And we confess that truly God, and He alone, is 

glorious. 

 What is more, in all these works of God, we rejoice. That is, in seeing the manifold works 

of God in creation, in this present world, and above all in re-creation, we are joyful. For we see 

God as God. We see Him in all His glory and beauty. We have the knowledge of God, which is 

life everlasting. 

 And finally, we believe and confess that all the works of God are eternal. Perhaps this, 

more than all else, reveals God in His infinite glory. His work has no beginning nor an end. From 

eternity to eternity His works are one with Him. For, from eternity He has decreed all things. 

And to eternity all His works abide. With Him there is neither mistake nor failure. Nothing can 

ever mar that work, or hinder it; hence, there is never any need for repair work. For all things, in 

heaven and on earth, for time and eternity, are the one perfect work of the Lord; the one work in 

that all things must and do work together for good. 

 When we, therefore, in this Thanksgiving season, enumerate our blessings in a special 

manner, we shall begin with that unspeakable rich blessing of His grace – the knowledge of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. But we shall also end in this same blessing. For apart from this 

knowledge of God in Christ, as the God of our salvation, there is no blessing. The blessing of 

God’s grace is not in things. However great our material riches may be, apart from the true 

knowledge of God’s revelation, the depths of poverty are known to be blessings. 

 Our thanksgiving will, therefore, be different from that of the nation in general. Because 

they will enumerate their material bounties, and consider the present national and international 

situation as fairly satisfactory, and thus give “thanks” to “Providence,” we may consider their 

thanksgiving to be merely an expression of satisfaction, or of contentment. If in any way there 

may be added a word of praise, it will be for man who has merited a token of appreciation from 

his “god” providence. 

 Ours, on the other hand, will be true thanksgiving. For it will be an enumeration of the 

works of God, of ALL the works of God, and a humbling of ourselves before Him in praise and 

adoration, in loving fear. This and this only is giving of thanks. For in so doing, we glorify the 

grace of God to usward, and His Most Holy Name. 

 Protestant Reformed Youth! 

 Our Thanksgiving! 

 Praise and adoration. 
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