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 We have thus far raised the question, “What are Confessions?” 

 And we have briefly answered this question by pointing out that Confessions are the 

concise and systematic expression of that which the church believes to be the truth of the Word 

of God. Our confessions express the contents of our Protestant Reformed faith. 

 We will continue this preliminary discussion by introducing a few more questions before 

we begin to treat the content of the Confession of Faith. Our second question is: 

 (2) Are Confessions really necessary? 

 For a long time, this matter has been argued both pro and con. There have always been 

those who objected to the church having Confessions and therree must have been those who 

insisted that she must. Especially in our day, it appears as though the former group is gaining 

ground as the movement to dispense with creeds and stress a “creed-less Christ” gains 

momentum. Those who once took the strong position that Confessions are indispensable, now 

minimize their importance. And in circles where they have long been deadletters, they are 

virtually ready to dispense with them altogether. Others, who still formally maintain them, give 

strong indications of their readiness to dispense with them for the sake of external unity with 

other churches, and also, numerical growth. Only a few of the more conservative voices in these 

circles still restrain the tide; but this is only a temporary lull. Just as soon as these voices have 

been silenced, the tide will burst forth. 

 All of this is very serious because it is a contributing preparation toward the final 

manifestation of the false church. As such, it ought to be observed by us with interest, but not 

with alarm. In the development of these things, too, we see the day of Christ approaching as the 

revealed counsel of God’s sovereign pleasure is brought to fulfillment. Be vigilant then! Beware 

that you are not carried away with the spirit of this age! Be firm in your insistence, not only that 

your Confessions are necessary, but that they be maintained. Dare to be different in the midst of 

an apostate generation. Dare to stand alone! Do you have that courage? 

 The objections against creeds generally pursue the following line of argumentation: (a) 

Creeds are human productions, but the Bible is the inspired Word of God. Hence, the former are 

not needed; the latter is sufficient. (b) Creeds bind the conscience and thus take away the 

freedom of interpreting the Bible. They build denominational walls too high. Remember that? 

They put you in a strait-jacket. You’ve heard that before! (c) Creeds create divisions, cause 

controversies and make separation between those who should be united. Thus, they weaken the 

power and influence which a united church might have upon the world. (d) Creeds impede the 

development of the truth. They destroy initiative and lead to self-complacency. 

 What would you say to these objections? 

 Those who raise the first objection generally do so when the knowledge of the Word of 

God is on the wane. Ignorance of Holy Writ and objections to the creeds go together. From this 

point of view, this criticism is not very serious. It may be added that we will readily admit the 

sufficiency of Scripture, yet the connection in which this is argued here is entirely false. Nor do 

we deny that the Bible is Divinely inspired. All of this has nothing to do with the question, “Are 

Creeds Necessary?” The fundamental error in this whole criticism lies in the fact that it is a 

denial of the historic-organic development of the truth under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 



the church of the past. This is the evil of “Individualism,” which in our days is one of the most 

common and greatest of all evils. It is also interesting to note that the schismatics in court 

revealed themselves as individualists. That’s how they tried to wreck the church. To follow the 

way of Individualism always leads to that. From that point of view this first criticism, if raised in 

the form of direct objection to Creeds, or if revealed in the form of minimizing them, is always 

dangerous. 

 As far as the second objection is concerned, it may be granted that this would be true only 

if creeds were placed on a par with, or above, the Scriptures. This they are not. Being 

subordinate to and always subject to criticism in the light of God’s Word, the Christian is always 

free, should his conscience so dictate, to break with a creed. This would imply, of course, that he 

also break with the church that professes that creed. 

 That creeds create divisions is simply not true. The truth is, that they express distinctions 

and differences that already exist. If external unity is sought at the expense of a clear and concise 

expression of the truth, the result can only be that the truth is impoverished, its contents become 

generalized and nothing is left but a vague and meaningless “gospel on a thumbnail.” Evidence 

of this may be found in those circles that have broken with creeds. This we must never have. Our 

calling is to be and to remain distinctive. 

 Finally, it may be admitted that the last criticism may be true where the church has 

already fallen into dead confessionalism and is complacent with the inheritance of the fathers. 

Such a church will no longer develop the truth in the light of Scripture. However, that creeds 

lead to this, or are the cause of this, we deny. For the living church, the creeds become the 

stimulus to further develop the truth. As she diligently studies her confessions in the light of 

God’s Word, they constantly become richer and purer in contents. Evidence of this you find in 

the church that is faithful in the maintenance of her creeds. This objection may serve as a 

warning against the misuse of creeds, but never as a reason for obliterating them. 

 Those, therefore, that argue against creeds will certainly have to produce better 

arguments than these. Meanwhile, we shall continue to hold that creeds are necessary for the 

church, and it is imperative that she maintain them. Substantiating this position are the following 

reasons: 

 (a) It is the calling of the church, as well as of every individual believer, to be a living 

testimony of the grace of God; and, therefore, to express in exact language the truth of the Word 

of God as she believes it. Creeds are an excellent means through which this is accomplished. By 

them, the church expresses her faith over-against all the world, as well as over against other 

churches. 

 (b) They are proper means by which the work of the church in the past is preserved, and 

the truth is handed down successively from generation to generation.  

 (c) Creeds serve as a bond of union, upon the basis of which those of one faith can and do 

unite. Naturally, they exclude those of other beliefs, which is also advantageous for the church. 

 (d) They serve as an excellent means for the instruction of the covenant seed. They are 

clear and systematic, conveying all the truths of Scripture in a logical and understandable 

manner. 

 (e) They are a safeguard for the Church, protecting her from countless errors that 

constantly make their attack upon her and that are always increasing. 

 Young people, all of this is important to YOU. Do not drift along with the stream as dead 

fish do. Living fish swim upstream. So must you resist the current of all the modern clamor, and 

hold fast your confessions with all your power. 



 Know them! Study them! Discuss them! Defend them! This you will do when you 

understand their importance. And, above all, LIVE THEM! That is your calling in the midst of 

the world! 
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