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“The Recipients of the Gospel of the Promise” 

I. Content of the Gospel 

II. Character of the Promise 

III. What Believers Themselves Are 

IV. Objections 

 

 The gospel of the promise has two meanings. One, the gospel as the content of the 

promise, and the other meaning the gospel as glad tidings. 

 God gave His people one promise which began with the fall of man. This promise is also 

known as the seed promise or the protevangel. This promise was given to our first parents, Adam 

and Eve, and God has renewed that promise through the ages constantly shedding light upon that 

promise. The protevangel was a promise only to the elect and a prediction of Satan’s destruction. 

(There was no promise for the devil.) In Genesis 3:15 God promises to bring into being the elect 

and to destroy the evil one. The content of the promise is Christ Himself in connection with the 

cross. (God sees His elect as holy and sinless.) 

 The character of the promise is that man by nature is a person of conditions, but God, on 

the other hand, is the unchangeable One Who has no conditional dealings with man. The promise 

is an unconditional oath to His people. Election is the supreme cause and fount of God’s 

salvation. 

 There are objections to this promise of the gospel. First, some say that the gospel of 

election can’t be preached because we do not know who the elect are. On the contrary, it is 

believed that, historically, the believers are the church and the true church can be seen. Election 

is not a hidden thing for God in His fulness expresses salvation and all its glad tidings to His 

people. Then too, God is the infallible and true preacher of the Word whose chief concern is the 

salvation of His people. 

 A second objection to this promise is that the gospel should not be preached to all men; 

however, the Bible teaches that the gospel should be preached to all men. Our confessions and 

catechism also teach that the gospel should be preached to all men. 

 The final objection to the gospel of the promise is that the gospel promise is a prophecy 

prediction and not a promise. Those who adhere to this conviction believe that the promise is 

given to everyone. Every baptized child receives the promise. The opposing view to this 

conviction is that he who wants a promise to all must deny that the promise is an oath given to 

the believers alone. To say that the promises of God are conditional is to destroy the promise of 

salvation and its benefits. God assures the election of His children in their hearts for we read that 

God’s spirit beareth witness with our spirit, telling us that we are His children.  
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