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 During the month of August in a courtroom on Governor’s Island in the New York 

Harbor, there sat a court-martial of eight U.S. Army Officers, gathered together for the purpose 

of hearing the charges of murder and collaboration with the enemy brought against Sergeant 

James Gallagher. 

 During his 33 months as a prisoner, Gallagher testified that he was not a murderer but a 

dispenser of mercy to the weaker prisoners; he said that he had not informed upon his fellow 

prisoners, nor accepted rewards from the Communists. To this, 28 former PW’s protested and 

testified to the contrary, accusing him of consorting with the Chinese Communists and causing 

the deaths of three of his comrades. By the end of the month, the court martial rendered its 

verdict: guilty of the unpremeditated murder of both the sick men he put out into the snow, of the 

maltreatment – but not the murder – of the third man he had strung from the peg, and guilty of 

collaborating with the enemy. The sentence to be served was the maximum: confinement at hard 

labor “for the term of his natural life.” 

 Here in this morbid trial, we see how one man was found guilty of pouring out his hatred 

upon his fellow comrades. To most of us, an incident like this is one that receives extraordinary 

attention from everyone, an incident that is very unusual. No doubt the reason for this was the 

fact that this case has been and was in the front page of nearly every newspaper and magazine 

throughout the country. But let us examine the principle of a case like this and notice how that on 

every side of us this very thing is going on continually. 

 To the people of the world, success, wealth, and good fortune is the main objective in 

life. If a man is to be a success, he must have wealth, and if he is to be wealthy, he must have 

good fortune, and in order to obtain all this, you will very often find that the principle of his 

success lies in his belief that “the end justifies the means.” There are many successful people 

today in the world who are respected by their neighbors as diligent and kind people who have 

made great contributions to mankind, but who really are none other than “thieves and murderers” 

who have reached the top by disqualifying their fellow workers and who have cast aside those 

who “just didn’t count.” 

 But as Christians, let us remember the great commandments which Christ laid down for 

us in Matt. 22:37-40, when he said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second 

is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets.” From this commandment where Christ teaches us how we ought to act 

and feel toward one another, we all might well take a lesson, and practice this principle in our 

everyday life. So many times we become guilty of the same sin of hating our neighbor as did the 

Army Sergeant. How often we talk about our neighbors behind their backs, or disqualify them 

for something that they are rightfully entitled to. Or how often we take the credit for something 

that our neighbor is entitled to. In doing these things, we are no different than the man who was 

found guilty and who is serving his life sentence for the mistreatment of his neighbor. We find it 

so easy to pass judgment on a man like this who committed such morbid crimes, but fail to 

notice that we ourselves are often guilty of principally the same sin. Paul asks us in Romans 

2:21, “Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest a 

man should not steal, dost thou steal?” 



 Let us then, as true believers in Christ, strive to live a life consecrated to God and our 

neighbor, keeping “Life’s Golden Rule” before us always, namely: Matt. 7:12, “Therefore all 

things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law 

and the prophets.” 
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