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 With this article we will begin what, according to our present intentions, will be a lengthy 

series of articles based on the thirty-seven articles of our Belgic or Netherlands Confession of 

Faith. Whether this intention will be fully realized or not, we, of course, do not now know. The 

Board may have altogether different intentions. It may choose to discontinue the department 

“Truth vs. Error” and replace it with another. Or, it may feel that the present writer has bored the 

reading public long enough, and replace him with another! 

 However, I am not going by the unknown plans of the Board. I am outlining the course 

which I aim to follow in this department, and according to it, the Lord willing, I will discuss with 

you the thirty-seven articles of our faith for the purpose of clearly ascertaining the truth, and 

refuting the countless errors, which, also in our day, are continually multiplying. In pursuing this 

task, it is fitting that we make a few introductory remarks. 

 First of all, we are aware that our principal readers are young people. For them we shall 

write, considering their peculiar circumstances and unique problems and temptations as youth! 

All of these things covenant youth faces in faith, and seeks the solution of the Word of God. To 

help them in this, the Confession is an invaluable aid. It sheds the light of the Word of God upon 

the path of youth, and as such it will also be our guide. We shall, therefore, attempt to refrain 

from an academic discussion, and aim solely at the goal to present, as interestingly as possible, 

the truth in its practical and salutary effect upon our lives. And we shall not mince to convey a 

solemn warning as we demonstrate the devastating effects that Error has upon those who 

embrace her and walk with her in her treacherous way, that ultimately leads to eternal death. 

Youth must know that just as positively as “the truth makes us free” (Joh 8:32); so surely does 

“error bring us into bondage!” Truth is wisdom! Error is folly! Truth is life! Error is death! We 

aim then, to so know the truth from our Confession that we may live wisely in the freedom of 

Christ, our Lord. That is both our prayer and goal! 

 In the second place, we consider this a necessary undertaking because you, young people, 

are being reared with a generation that more than any in the past, detests Confessions, and hates 

the very sound of the word “Creeds.” You are living in an age that is ecumenically-minded and, 

therefore, is especially averse to those confessions that are definite; that distinctly enunciate the 

Truth as your Confessions do; and that do not call the people of God into union with the false 

and apostate church, but insist upon spiritual isolation with distinctive witnessing as the sole 

means of security and spiritual blessedness. (Deut. 33:28) From some, you will and do hear the 

pious but nonetheless deceptive clamor for more of the Bible and less of the Confessions. Many 

will be deceived by this. What this cry amounts to is a demand for less of the clearly defined, 

distinctive Truth! Beware! Others will demand the obliteration of all creeds and will insist that 

all Christians rally after a creedless Christ. Obviously, the reason for this clamor is that the Christ 

of the creeds of the church is not THE CHRIST that is desired. A creedless Christ is not the 

Christ of the Scripture. (See Matt. 45:4, 5) To such babblings you must pay no heed, but 

knowing the truth as it has been handed down to you through the church of the past, you are to 

lay a good foundation for the time to come, in order that, in the evil day, you may stand, be 

steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in Him 

is never in vain! (Eph. 6:13, I Cor. 15:58) That, too, is our goal. 



 Then, too, you must be on your guard against what is perhaps the most subtle and 

misleading of all deceptions. I refer to those who do not oppose the Confessions but consider 

them useful only as dust-collectors. That’s bad, very bad! Watch out! 

 In the third place, you must be fortified in order that you may be able to give answer to 

the devilish insinuations and lying charges that are frequently made by the enemies of the 

Confessions upon you who steadfastly maintain them. In order to do this, it will be necessary that 

we take a little additional space to ask and answer, for ourselves, a few pertinent questions. We 

will number them for convenience and reference: 

 (1) What are our Confessions? 

 Briefly stated, a Confession may be defined as a comprehensive summary, formulated 

under the authority of the church, officially adopted and approved by her, to express what she 

believes to be the truth of the Word of God. It may be further pointed out that Confessions are 

also called Creeds or Standards. This is important because the term “Standard” denotes that 

which is the criteria of what is taught and confessed in a particular church or group of churches. 

They are called “Creeds” from the Latin “credo” which means, “I believe,” because from the 

viewpoint of their contents they are the object of the faith of the church. 

 In this light, you, young people, must understand that even those undenominationalists, 

etc, who frown upon creeds, actually have them. Not in written form, of course! But they have 

them nevertheless. The moment they express what they believe to be the truth of the Word of 

God, they give expression and content to the “Standard.” The difference is that they do not want 

to be bound by the specific labors of the church in the past; hence, they deny in practice the work 

and guidance of the Holy Spirit in the church throughout the ages, and they want to be 

‘individualistically free’ to say of the Word of God what they please, apart from and in 

contradiction to the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the church of the past. They can then ‘babble 

to itching ears’ the errors that please the carnal flesh. You always find these views among those 

who are rebels to the binding power of the truth! Is it any wonder, then, that there is so much 

false doctrine – error? 

 You should also take note of the fact that Creeds contain the official content of the faith 

of the church. What any church believes is expressed in her creed! Frequently, young people of 

different churches strike up an acquaintance that develops into matrimony before the matter of 

church affiliation is seriously considered. They will, perhaps, attend one another’s church 

intermittently. When the matter is to be decided, one will give in with the lame excuse that there 

is no difference in the preaching anyway. This is a serious error, for: 

 (a) if this claim is true, one preacher or the other is a liar who fails to proclaim truth as it 

is confessed by his church! Would you want to be fed by such a preacher? 

 (b) it is wrong to conclude from the preaching of individual ministers that there is no 

difference between churches. This difference must be sought in the Creeds. They are the official 

expression of the doctrinal position of the church! In this connection, young people, don’t you 

ever forget that the Creeds of the Protestant Reformed and the Christian Reformed Churches are 

NOT the same! Don’t ever let anyone tell you they are. THEY HAVE THE THREE POINTS! 

Don’t forget it! And all of the Standards are interpreted in the light of those Three Points! That’s 

the difference! Remember? 

 (c) the error undoubtedly lies with those making such a claim. They, having neglected 

their former instruction, are unable to discern the difference, or they have failed to conduct an 

honest, thorough and serious investigation. 



 One can never justify his departure from the Truth! From the True Confessions! From the 

church that maintains the Truth of these Confessions! (Consider Hebrews 4:13) 

 But we will have to continue this subject next time, D.V. 
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