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 “Is God’s Giving of Things in This Present Life a Blessing to the Wicked?” is the title of 

the essay given by Everett Buiter of our Oaklawn Church. 

 Today, in our world there seems to be a very little difference between it and the church as 

the latter generally shows itself. This idea, he expressed, seems to be rooted in the idea that man 

can do some good in this world and that God gives some sort of “common grace” to all men. 

This seems to be based on the fact that if man were totally corrupt he would not receive rain, 

sunshine, health, strength, etc., but would be destroyed every moment of the day. 

 The church, when they accepted this idea, accepted the fact that the world and church 

could more or less “live under the same roof” – which was expressed in the first point of 1924 – 

which has to do with the favorable attitude of God towards all humanity in general. 

 Yes, it is true that God gives us a certain amount of things in common such as health, 

sickness, war, peace, prosperity, adversity, and so on, but that isn’t because God is favorable 

toward all men. Because when God gives sickness, pain and sorrow, adversity, poverty and 

death, He does not do it out of wrath, so also the good things are not sent to the wicked to bless 

them. 

 Those things that in our eyes are good but end in destruction are not given to them out of 

God’s grace. 

 God, in His providence, keeps all and supplies them all according to their needs as it is 

expressed in I Timothy 4:10. 

 Only the believers does He preserve in His grace and only them does He bless. 

 Although this is thought of as a terrible doctrine to the wicked – even an earmark of the 

church that is falling away – it is a comfort to us as believers that all things work together for 

good to the righteous, and to evil for the ungodly. 

 This is the truth; let us stand fast to preserve it. 
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