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 The day of August 16 dawned bright and clear. To all outward appearances it was no 

different than any of the days preceding or those which followed. Yet, without a doubt this was 

an important date. It is true, the headlines of the papers made no special mention; in fact, no 

mention at all of this important day. The world little knew and cared less what was about to 

transpire in the small town of Hudsonville, Michigan. But for the Protestant Reformed young 

people, this day marked the beginning of one of the biggest events of the year. On the evening of 

August 16 was to be given the inspirational address by the Rev. H. Hoeksema at the Hudsonville 

Protestant Reformed Church. That inspirational address, the keynote speech, was the beginning 

of the fifteenth annual convention. 

 And although the papers of our day give the summaries and even the complete texts of all 

the important speeches delivered throughout the world, yet, not one word was written in 

summary or comment concerning those three speeches on August 16, 17 and 18 at Hudsonville. 

We did not expect that to be done either. For who in this world is concerned with speeches about 

“The Gospel of the Promise”? But such was not the case as far as the Protestant Reformed young 

people were concerned. Those three speeches spoke to them in unmistakable language the truth 

in which they had been instructed from birth. It was the truth which they held dear and which 

was the guiding principle of their lives, for it was the truth of the Word of God. 

 For our young people, August 16 marked the beginning of a memorable event. And as we 

look back on that convention which took place nearly two months ago already, we can still say, 

and all those who attended will agree, it was a most wonderful convention. That it was a success, 

there can be no doubt. One of Hudsonville’s ideals was an inspirational convention, and 

inspirational it was. How could it be otherwise with three speakers as the Revs. H. Hoeksema, G. 

M. Ophoff, and G. Vanden Berg? And what a wonderful theme was chosen! Our young people 

certainly were edified and inspired. 

 Another aim of Hudsonville for the convention was Christian fellowship. This aim too 

was admirably realized. Many of the young people at the convention were there for the first time. 

They and those who have come many times before met many new friends and re-established old 

friendships. In my estimation, this is a very important part of the conventions. Our churches are 

small and some of them have but few young people. Possibly we could work things out so that 

there would be an even greater development of friendship between young people of our various 

churches. You who have met friends from the West or East could maintain those friendships by 

writing letters to them. It might also be possible to establish some sort of pen pal club. In this 

way, more of our young people will become acquainted with one another even before the next 

convention takes place. If you like the idea, by all means contact our editor or one of the 

members of the Beacon Lights’ staff. 

 A third goal of our Hudsonville society for the convention was entertainment. I need 

make little comment here. I have but to remind you of the outing at Spring Lake. And what food 

we had! Rev. Vos claims that he lost a pound after that outing, but most of us must surely have 

added a little weight. 

 So you can see why everyone agrees that the fifteenth annual convention was one of the 

best. In this issue of Beacon Lights, we review that convention. If you have not already done so, 



I would advise you to look carefully through the following pages and in a small way re-live the 

fun and enjoyment as well as Christian fellowship and edification we had there. 

 And what an appropriate thing it is to remind you of that convention now as we begin 

another year of society meetings. Let us begin our society season on the same note that was 

struck at this convention. How wonderful it was to hear of the glorious gospel of the promise. 

Now during this coming year, we will be privileged to discuss that same gospel in our society. 

 Most of our societies begin a discussion of the book of Acts. As you have noticed, we 

have begun a new system of Bible outlines in this issue. We hope that it will better lend itself to 

discussion in your society. What a wonderful sense of fellowship we have, too, knowing that 

most of our young people are discussing the same portion of Acts as we are. And if any problems 

arise in the discussion of this book, send them in. In that way we can all think about it, and our 

Bible Outline Editor can possibly give us some guidance as to its answer.  

 There is one other thing which could be mentioned in this place. The attendance at the 

convention was very good. By all means we should continue that practice during this coming 

year. Possibly I do not even have to mention this. Attendance at our societies is generally 

excellent. Yet, there are a few delinquents even in our churches. Such, of course, should not be 

the case. These delinquents I would divide into two groups, the first being the most serious. 

There are those who do not come at all to society. Sometimes there is a good reason, usually 

there is not. I know, society is not compulsory, but it does not speak well of one who refuses to 

use this opportunity to discuss the Word of God. Let’s all be at our society during this coming 

year. 

 The second type of delinquent is one who comes to society but refuses to take part in the 

program or in discussions. For this there can be very little excuse. Anyone can add something to 

a discussion. That is difficult to do at first, I know, but it becomes easier as one continues to do 

it. And so I say that if we continue the practice we began at the convention, we will certainly 

have a spiritually profitable year before us as young people. The benefits of such society 

attendance were presented in the past series of Christian Living. Read it again. Think about it. 

Then you will be at society also during this coming year. You will also take part in singspirations 

and mass meetings. And you will make definite preparations to attend the sixteenth annual 

convention at Doon and Hull, Iowa.  
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