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 You have heard of women aiding an army, and in a few cases women have been reported 

as fighting along with the men. There is an army in nature which never contains any males. As 

long as ants have lived, they have had armies and the ant soldiers have always been females. 

 The male ants are so lazy, so blind, and so stupid, that they are of no use whatever to the 

ant tribe except to serve as the fathers of future generations. They live only a short time. They are 

of no value as soldiers. 

 But the females are divided into many castes. One of the castes in ant families is 

especially fitted for warfare. Usually, the soldier’s head is much larger than the heads of others in 

the family. Its mandibles are larger and more effective as weapons. In some families, the soldier 

is also provided with a gas tube through which it shoots poisonous gases to drive off or destroy 

the enemy. The armies of ants are always made up exclusively of females. You see, the female is 

by far the dominant sex among the ants. 

 Every now and then we see ants with wings. These are not a separate species of ants; nor, 

as popular belief has it, are they males only. Every year some females and males are born with 

wings. At an appointed time in the fall, these winged ants fly into the air. 

 The males have almost no sense whatever. They do not know how to feed themselves. 

They cannot find their way home. After their flight, they drop to the ground and starve to death. 

Yet, they were created with some kind of an instinct or sense which enables them to follow and 

find one of the virgin queens. 

 The wedding takes place in the air, sort of an airplane wedding. After it is over, the queen 

descends to the ground, bites off her wings, and starts a new colony – alone. For the male, life is 

over. His tomb is the great outdoors. 

 Some of the soldier ants with the specific scientific name Pheidole instabilis, have a head 

which is twice as large as their bodies. Their job is to defend the rest of their tribe. The soldier 

ants fight with their heads. Each soldier has strong jaws with which she seizes other animals. 

These large mandibles are operated by strong muscles inside the head. That is why the head must 

be so large. 

 The other ants feed the soldiers, since they do not have cumbersome crops or storage 

stomachs. Thus, they are able to devote their whole body – and head – to warfare. The worker 

ants have larger crops for food storage and collect excess food for the whole colony. They feed 

the soldiers, the queen, the males, and the baby ants. 

 Thus, we can find some justification in the ant kingdom for slavery, for there are some 

species of ants which cannot feed themselves. The mandibles have grown so large that they 

cannot secure their own food. Neither can they care for their own young. Consequently, they 

must keep slaves if the race is to be perpetuated. 

 The Amazon ants, for example, have grown helpless and they must capture another 

variety known as Formica argentata. As a matter of fact, they do not capture their slaves, but 

rather raise them. They go to the nest of the Formica, kill enough of the adults so that they can 

carry away the cocoons containing the Formica larvae. When these babies hatch, they become 

members of the Amazon ant family and serve faithfully as slaves. They hunt food and care for 

the offspring of the Amazon queen. 



 Ants have had a public nursing system as long as they have been on this earth. Their 

community nurses are extremely busy. They control the temperature, prevent disease, and 

maintain cleanliness in the ant nest. They bathe and exercise the ant children. They care for the 

eggs and cocoons. 

 Those ants which are born to be nurses stay in that service all their lives. They do not 

know how to do anything else. The foraging ants gather the food and bring it to the nest. There it 

is fed to the nurses and those other workers in the ant colony who do not hunt for food. 

 The nurses move the eggs, larvae, and pupae from one compartment of the nest to 

another in order to keep the developing youngsters in just the right temperature and humidity. 

Separate compartments are provided which serve as brooders. In each one there is a different 

temperature and a different degree of humidity. 

 The nurses prevent disease by keeping the larvae licked clean. They bathe them with their 

large tongues. The tongue is provided with a kind of soap which helps to do the cleaning job 

well. After the children are large enough to walk, the nurses take them out into the open for 

exercise every day until their muscles are strong and they are ready to assume their special jobs 

in the ant community. 

 Ants domesticated “cows” long before man made widespread use of them. Ant’s most 

common “cows” are the aphids. These are tiny plant lice which give a desirable liquid, as our 

cows give milk for us. The ants pasture these “cows” and herd them in much the same way we 

care for ours. 

 There are nearly six hundred different kinds of animals which have been domesticated by 

ants. We have nowhere near that number. In some cases, the domesticated animals seem to be 

kept as pets just as we keep cats and dogs. In other cases, they are kept for the purpose of 

supplying a sweet odor. 

 Some ants have domesticated the American beetle. Some nurture the crickets in order to 

get benefits from them. In every case, ants take as good care of their domestic animals as they do 

of their own babies. For instance, the ants move their aphid “cows” from bush to bush for better 

pasture. When one bush is stripped of its leaves and ruined, the ant “herders” move them. 

 Among the ants, the dairymen never go on strike. They are always willing workers. They 

are not males, but females which milk the “cows” on the leaves in your garden. 

 The green, red, or black plant lice or aphids are the “cows” which supply delightful milk 

to several species of ants. So valuable are these “cows” to the ant family that the female not only 

milks them but cares for them just as affectionately as any farmer cares for his four-legged cows. 

 The aphids have a long proboscis which it thrusts into the leaf of the plant on which it 

feeds. Through this proboscis, it draws the liquid from the inside of the leaf into its stomach. 

There the liquid is digested, and part of it is drawn out in the form of a sweet liquid known as 

“honey dew.” This is what the ants use as food. 

 One ant will fill her crop with honey dew and then, as she goes back to the nest, she may 

meet one of her nest mates who is hungry. They both stand on their four hind legs, place their 

huge tongues together, and the honey dew passes from the crop of one ant to the stomach of the 

other. 

 In the wintertime, these herds of plant lice are taken underground and are protected below 

the frost line so that, in the spring, there will be plenty of seed stock from which a new herd of 

aphids may be reared. 

 Insects need implements just as we do. Thus, they have been created with them on their 

bodies, whereas man must make his. Ants have a number of tools. Among the most important are 



combs. The combs grow on the ants’ front legs. Like the combs we use on our hair, they have 

stiff backs and teeth that are pointed at the end, and thickened at the base. One of the combs has 

the teeth close together; the other has them far apart. In other words, the ant has a coarse comb 

and a fine-tooth comb. These are used to clean the hair on the ant’s body. 

 The ant has its skeleton on the outside, but this skeleton is covered with hair. Dirt collects 

on the hair, and the ants do not wish to be dirty, so they comb their hair frequently. The antennae 

are also cleaned by these combs on the front legs. 

 Thus, even at the low echelon of the ant we see that there is purpose and design in 

creation. How much more have we been fitted for our places in this world. We have been 

endowed with reasoning powers and a high sense of moral obligation which is only shadowed in 

the animal kingdom. The development of civilization was due to such gifts to us from God. 

Animals are capable of many wonderful accomplishments but they are limited by instinct. 
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