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 Once again, summer is here. In this year, 1955, boys and girls of our young people gather 

together in our convention for the young people of our churches. It is, indeed, a time of happy 

and spiritual fellowship for the young people, and many are the pleasant memories of 

conventions in the past. Expectations run high, that this convention will not be an exception. 

May none of these expectations be dimmed. But what do we gather together for? Do we just 

gather in convention because we are young people? 

 Young people in many churches, in America, and throughout the world, assemble 

together for one purpose or another, during the summer months. There are four main purposes of 

these gatherings amongst young people. 

 The first is that purpose that serves the design of Amalgamation. Young people are 

brought together in a beautiful country spot on or near a lake. 

 Young people here are out of many diverse nationalities, races, and religions. In the fun 

together at such a camp, the young people learn to live, and to play, together. What is stressed is 

that they all are of one blood. The world, they are taught, is one. All differences, of peoples, is 

only superficial, not fundamental. 

 A second objective in bringing young people together is reached through a purely 

humanitarian purpose. Poor boys and girls of the big cities are brought together in a huge 

assembly ground in beautiful country surroundings. The youngsters live in the fresh air; eat 

wholesome food; enjoy good fun and sports programs. In this way, they learn the pleasure of the 

great outdoors of nature. 

 A third and different type of assembly of young people is the conference of boys and girls 

who have, or will (while in camp) “accept Christ.” Such an assembly avails itself of lakeside or 

oceanside facilities, with complete and busy schedules of sports and recreation programs 

generously mixed with Bible study activities, and convocations with prominent Bible teachers 

and preachers. Opportunities are always given to young people to “accept Christ” as personal 

Saviour. The conference becomes a missionary activity for “winning” souls to Christ. 

 By way of observation, note that none of these groups lay claim to being Reformed. 

Instead, they prefer, at least in intention, if not in practice, to be generally “Christian.” They may 

even rail at those who are not doing their Christian duty, as each group sees it. 

 Then there is a fourth assemblage of young people which has for its objective, the 

bringing together of boys and girls of a Reformed background. A beautiful spot is found, in a 

rural setting where the young people may congregate for one or more days, with supervised 

living, and organized play. There is Bible study, and inspirational speaking. The atmosphere is 

wholesome, pleasant, and conducive to making lasting impressions. The undercurrent of thought 

that pervades the life and activity is that God is a loving Father and Friend, who is gracious to all 

men, without discrimination, as respects the things of this present life. Whether men are 

righteous or not, godly or not; or whether they are elect or reprobate, makes no difference, as far 

as God’s intentions are concerned. God is a loving Father, who in tender mercy, and in the 

administration of a grace that is common to all, is able to improve men in regard to the life of 

this world, without regenerating them. On this basis, men are not really totally depraved, 

although such Reformed people declare they hold to all the doctrines headed by the letters 

T.U.L.I.P. 



 Further, such a conference of young people will hear it said – if not directly, at least 

indirectly – it is indeed wonderful for all things and men, that God’s grace is common. The 

youngsters who hear God extolled from this viewpoint will be told, also, that God so restrains 

sin, that men are really not as bad as it may seem, because of the influences of the Holy Spirit 

common to all men. Natural man is able to do good, in regard to the things of this life. It will be 

pointed out that here are beneficial results for young people. They have a calling and place in the 

midst of the world. On the basis of this presentation, the world may be won for Christ, and may 

be brought to acknowledge His scepter and reign. With these objectives, young people are urged 

to greater usefulness, in the kingdom of God. 

 To all these purposes and objectives, in various forms, the truly Protestant Reformed boy 

or girl is a stranger. His or her place is out of harmony with the above. With the camp grounds 

and surroundings; the recreation programs and facilities; and with over-all physical management, 

he is not in serious conflict. Some of this he would arrange differently. His conflict arises out of 

the conception of God presented above. The conception of God that he entertains, which he 

confesses, is the true Scriptural presentation of God, is the God of His young people. Not that the 

view is a self-righteous one; hardly that at all. His view of God determines for him the purpose 

of all his assembling with boys and girls of his age group, at any time. His view of God gives 

him the objective of his young life, to be carried in his heart all his life long. What is that 

viewpoint? 

 This viewpoint has as its central tenet, the truth that God’s goodness is always particular. 

Never is His grace common for all men; but is, rather, only for His elect people, in Christ. The 

central thrust of this truth is not only distinctive in its objects, but it is distinctive in its 

presentation. Nowhere, as far as it is known, is this truth so forcefully, consistently, and 

institutionally proclaimed. Only in the Protestant Reformed Church does this truth come to full 

flower. Only on the basis of this truth does God remain God. On all other bases, God is not the 

Almighty God. But the truth of particular and elective grace reveals that God, indeed, is the 

Lord. 

 Closely akin to the truth of particular grace is its companion; that of unconditional 

election, and therefore, unconditional salvation. If the grace of God is always particular – and it 

is – then the grace of God is always unconditionally realized in the hearts of His children. Again, 

on this basis, God remains God. To amplify this truth, further, it means that God’s Covenant is a 

one-sided covenant. He alone establishes it. We, as man, have nothing to do with its 

establishment whatsoever. Always, when God’s truth is presented this way, it means that God 

must receive all the glory. No flesh may glory, except in the Lord. This way, is as it should be. 

 It will be this viewpoint of the truth of God that will run through the whole of the 

convention like a vein of gold. It will permeate all the speeches, discussions, and activities of the 

three days. This central truth will be that which will bind delegates and visitors in true Christian 

fellowship and communion. 

 But the beauty of it all, is that God calls the convention into being. With so exalted an 

Artificer, then the convention must have an exalted purpose; the glory of His Name, through the 

praises of those who, even in youth, are called out of utter darkness into His bespangled light. 
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