
Distinct in Convention! 
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 The other day, I either heard, or read somewhere, that Chicago is rated as the top, or 

second convention city in this country. Each year, thousands of conventions of all kinds are held 

in this metropolis, ranging from those of the major political parties, to those of smaller 

businessmen and sectarian groups which scarcely receive mention. Just recently the “Russelites,” 

or better known as the “Jehovah Witnesses,” sponsored a five-day convention in Comiskey Park, 

which drew thousands of people from all over the country and attracted the attention of all 

Chicagoans with headline publicity in the daily papers. Cities like Chicago cater to these big 

conventions because they bring with them much business and material profit. To the world, the 

matter of conventions is an important one. But in all of these conventions there is nothing 

distinct. They all follow a general pattern and strive toward a common goal. 

 This month, you, the young people of the Protestant Reformed Churches, will hold your 

fifteenth annual convention, not in Chicago, but in Hudsonville, Michigan. To you this annual 

event is most important. No, your convention will not attract headline attention in the daily 

paper. It will not draw thousands of people, nor will it bring with it a noticeable increase in 

business and material gain to the village of Hudsonville. The world will not accommodate you or 

go out of its way to make your convention a success. Your convention will attract no interest at 

all outside of the circle of those who love the truth of the Word of God as maintained in the 

Protestant Reformed Churches. It will attract only a few from here and a few from there and will 

pass by unnoticed by the world. 

 Do not be disappointed in this! Do not wrongly conclude that because of this, the 

convention of Protestant Reformed Young People is not important; but rather, remember that the 

significance of your convention is never to be found in the things enumerated above, but always 

and exclusively in its distinctive character and spiritual purpose. In the measure that you are 

distinct in your convention, you will also succeed in attaining its true purpose and, regardless of 

the world’s evaluation of your activities, it will bear fruit in your lives unto the glory of God, 

Who calls you into convention as a separate people. Be not ashamed to hold such a convention in 

the midst of a perverse and apostate generation. 

 Be distinct! 

 How then must this distinctiveness in convention be reflected? 

 It is manifest, firstly, to your theme. Always there are many possible themes from which 

one must be selected. And it is not an easy task to select a good convention theme. Many of them 

have a religious flavor and sound very pious but lack all distinctiveness and are so formulated 

that they would be quite fitting for any convention that has in some way or another a religious 

tint to it. Arminians, modernists, undenominationalists, etc. all rally under the same theme. 

Today, more than ever, the trend is toward a vigorous attempt to find a form for these ecumenic 

themes, in order that the religious world may be unified under a creedless Christ, which is but 

another way of introducing the Christless creed. You must not have themes that speak of and 

accentuate religious differences, but choose those that promote unity (?). In other words, do not 

be distinct, but be a conformist! We say, beware! 

 Your theme for this year’s convention, “The Promise of the Gospel,” is indeed distinct. It 

is distinctly Protestant Reformed. By identifying yourself under this theme, you express your 

concern over one of the fundamental principles of our faith as well as your desire to maintain 



that principle by keeping it alive through speech, discussion, and debate. You are not afraid to 

“Declare your Principles!” You hold your convention under this theme in order that you, 

covenant youth, may be instructed in the truth concerning the Promise of the Gospel over against 

all error, and especially the errors of those who once walked with you under this theme, but who 

have of late rebelled and departed from the truth, and now teach in the place of the truth 

concerning the Promise of the Gospel that the Promise is for everyone upon the condition of 

faith. This distorted view of the idea of the Promise leads to a perverted conception of Its 

Recipients and sweeps away the only solid foundation of the hope of Its Fulfillment. From 

published announcements, we note the convention is preparing opportunity to sound that distinct 

truth on these three points. That will be profitable unto faith! 

 Proceeding from this theme, your convention must be distinct on other counts as well. 

The speeches, discussions, debates, and programs centered upon this theme must all resound 

with a clear and unmistakable testimony of the truth. It is not only possible, but even likely, that 

through the controversy and schism we have experienced in the recent past, the important issue 

of the truth concerning the Promise is not clear in the minds of our youth. Here at the convention, 

you have an opportunity to learn, to be instructed, to ask questions, and to talk the subject over 

until you get to the very bottom of it. How important it is then that the whole convention emits a 

clear sound of the truth, so that no one can return home misinformed and misled with respect to 

this fundamental issue. Let us be distinct in the truth as heirs of the Promise, always! 

 Likewise, in this convention we must be cautious that our conduct and behavior is always 

as becometh the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1:27) This means that we deport 

ourselves in convention and out of convention as children of the promise. We are heirs of God 

and joint-heirs with Christ. Do not forget it! Act accordingly! Our first aim is not pleasure and 

entertainment, but EDIFICATION. As heirs of the promise we seek not the things earthly, but 

the things heavenly. Our hope is in the God of our salvation Who has called us to be a separate 

people unto Himself. That must be manifest throughout, for without it, our convention will lose 

its distinctiveness. Whether therefore we eat or drink; listen to a speech; enjoy an outing; 

participate in discussions; perform our business; or whatever we do, let us do it to the glory of 

our God. Others, outside of our convention, beholding us, will see that we are a distinct people 

whose God is the Lord. 

 Then, young people, the theme of your convention will live. Then it will become evident 

that you not only know about The Promise but that you live in the Hope of the Promise. 

 “The Promise of the Gospel.” 

 Wonderful theme; that Promise is Christ. Christ living in you! Christ seen through you! 

Christ first – Christ last! CHRIST ALL! That will be a wonderful convention, distinct and true, 

free from error! 
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