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 The last exams have been given and taken; books are replaced in cupboards; personal 

things are taken home; permanent records have been marked; the last report cards handed out; 

and graduation exercises completed – and another academic year comes to a close. 

 What a wonderful year! I am sure that our other schools have experienced, as we have at 

Adams Street, that God has truly been good to us. For as the psalmist said (Psalm 127:1): 

“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it.” This verse, spoken so many 

years ago, also applies to the last bygone days and weeks. In His strength, we have received. 

Subjects, which at times seemed unnecessary to study, were seen from another viewpoint when 

seen in the light of His word. Geography and history were not merely chronological happenings 

without a purpose, but were seen as an unfolding plan and revelation of God. English and 

arithmetic taught us that God is a God of logic and order. Science showed the wonders of His 

creation, and the insignificance of man. And Bible brought us the closest of all to the throne of 

our majestic Lord. True, we received much intellectual knowledge regarding this wonderful 

Book; but I know, too, that we also drew closer to our Saviour, in an experiential way. And 

through these, we have grown; have been built; brought closer to maturity and responsibilities 

we must assume. 

 “Except the Lord build…” Yes, except He build, all this year has been vain; all those 

lessons learned, all those hours of study, all those tests; what a wasted time! But thanks to God, it 

has not been wasted. Truly Protestant Reformed education; daily lessons applied in the light of 

His word; presented to covenant children by dedicated teachers; has been preserved. With this 

early fundamental background, our children have a firm foundation for secondary education. 

And growth will continue; for God has promised to our covenant youth a precious heritage. May 

we have grace to see that early training of our children in the three-fold atmosphere of home, 

church and school, is our calling! 

 To some, our direct calling is that of mother and father in the home. There, the Lord lays 

the foundation and begins the early building of covenant youth. In daily intimacy, the child 

quickly learns right from wrong; what is pleasing to God, and what is not. The years fly by, and 

soon it is time for others to manifest their calling. The minister in the church, with weekly 

catechetical instruction, acquaints his students with – not only Biblical stories and facts - but 

sound Protestant Reformed doctrine as well. As he grows older, his interest expands to Young 

People’s Society, and various other types of church meetings, where again, qualified leaders, 

called by God, lead the young church in the pastures of God’s Word. 

 But at the same time that the young child enters catechetical work, he also begins his 

academic training. Blotches of colors are no longer nameless, but can be distinguished; symbols 

take on meaning and form words; and even the art of printing his own name is mastered in a very 

short time. Years pass by, and the fundamentals of reading are applied to branches of higher 

learning of geography, history, and so on. Arithmetic becomes more involved – and mystifying – 

but also very challenging. Science, civics, and nature study, are constantly demanding earlier 

learned material to be applied to new situations. These various learning procedures are the 

calling of our Protestant Reformed teachers. And these teachers see, that just as the early training 

in school work is important, is basic, for a child’s future studies and work, so is his training and 



upbringing in the spiritual realm necessary for a full Christian life. For truly, as Proverbs 22:6 

says: “Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 

 Teaching – what a glorious calling! True, it is not the easiest nor the most popular 

profession. Years of training are necessary, and a lot of hard work is involved – but I do believe 

it is the most satisfying. For a job well done, results cannot always be found in black and white 

or rewards given a tangible form. To further explain: At the end of each school term, I try to 

remember how the boys and girls were at the beginning of the term – and am amazed at the 

transition which has occurred. In one short ten-month period, students have gained so much in 

the way of knowledge, attitudes, and habits. They have become older in their thinking – 

decisions come more easily. Indeed, one stands in wonder at the creatures God has made and His 

wonderful work within them. 

 Not in just one, but in each grade level, there is a challenge. To see youngsters work, 

study, play, developing into Christian young men and women, is one of the most gratifying and 

humbling experiences to encounter. Four years have slipped by since I began teaching at Adams; 

and my first class, sixth graders, this year graduates. How they have changed! From mere 

children, they have grown to young people on the threshold of a new, exciting life at Christian 

High. Of course, they have grown physically – all children do; and they have grown mentally – 

all children do. But I think you will agree with me when I say that our young people, from our 

own schools, have also grown spiritually. Their powers of spiritual discernment, shown in 

sermon reports, is amazing; discussions in Bible, and their general attitudes toward our churches, 

certainly show that God loves and preserves His own covenant youth as the future church. God 

grant that we may keep it so – distinctively Protestant Reformed, always! 

 And, we remember, the LORD builds. God does not merely lay the foundation and then 

hand over the cement, stones, etc. to us to complete the building of His church. For then all 

would be lost and vain. But no, through the years, HE continually builds, forming and shaping 

that perfect church. How beautiful! God as the Great Architect, plans a beautiful structure; 

forming and building as a potter makes a vessel from the clay. And as in an earthly building 

there are always just enough stones – not too many or too few – so it is with the heavenly 

building. An earthly builder does not leave one or two stones out of that wall; that would not be 

complete. Nor does he, when the building is complete, add to that building, stones which serve 

no purpose, and which do not belong there; that would be superfluous. No, there is just enough – 

always! 

 And so it is with God’s building. He has all the “stones” necessary. His spiritual home 

will be complete. None will be missing, for then God would be lacking; would be insufficient; 

there is not one extra, for then God is not perfection. But again, there are just enough; only those 

“stones” for whom Christ died, will be members of that wonderful Structure. And then the 

Church will stand; pure, holy, redeemed – a fit Bride for the Majestic, ever-glorious Bridegroom, 

unto all eternity. 
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