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 Space will not permit a detailed explanation of all the implications of the important 

question assigned to this department for this special school issue. That question is: “Should 

Doctrine Be Taught in our Christian Schools?” 

 This question revolves about three matters which we will attempt to briefly discuss in this 

essay. They are: 

 1. What is the Idea of the Christian School? 

 2. What is Meant By Doctrine? 

 3. Does the Latter Have a Place in the Former? 

I. The Idea of the Christian School 

 In general, it may be said that the school is a necessary extension of the home. Its purpose 

is to assist in the training and instruction of the children of the home. This duty, according to all 

of Scripture, rests upon the home, and this must always be remembered, so that the obligation to 

train their children is never severed from the parents. It is their responsibility to which they, also, 

in former times, attended almost exclusively. There was no need of outside assistance. However, 

life has become very complex and the training that is now required to fit a child for its place in 

society is a very complicated one, so that the individual parent is no longer able to attend to it 

alone. This reality of life made it necessary for parents to band together and employ those, who 

are capable, to give instruction to their children in those branches of knowledge which they, as 

parents, are not able to do. From this, it follows that the school is not only an extension of the 

home, but that it also belongs properly to the control of the parents, and not to other agencies, 

such as the church or state. 

 Furthermore, it should then be evident that ideally the school must also be in harmony 

with the home. The school of Christian parents must be distinct from that of ungodly and 

unbelieving parents. Between these two there is no concord. As different as the parents are, so 

different must the institutions for the training of the children be. These are as much opposite as 

light is from darkness. If we would speak of any similarity, it would be a purely formal one, 

while ethically these two can never be harmonized. Even so, it is impossible to find harmony 

between a Christian home and the school of the world, And how can two opposing camps 

cooperate in the training of the same soldier? Likewise, in a relative measure, the Christian home 

cannot be harmonized with schools that are controlled by parents of other faiths. Thus, for 

example, parents of Reformed persuasion cannot permit their children to be instructed in Roman 

Catholic, Lutheran, or Seventh-Day Adventist schools. Neither is it consistent for Protestant 

Reformed parents to send their children to schools controlled by Christian Reformed parents. 

This inconsistency puts a damper on my own enthusiasm for Christian instruction in my own 

community, and I would that every Protestant Reformed parent felt this most keenly, so that 

there would be a more concerted effort put forth to eradicate it and bring harmony between home 

and school. How else shall justice be done to our baptismal vow? 

 The importance of this becomes still more evident when we consider that the Christian 

school is not a replica of the public school with a few prayers, the singing of some hymns, and a 

bit of Biblical instruction added to create a religious or Christian atmosphere. The Christian 

school, as to its idea, is not a public school with an added department for religion. Its idea is 

quite different. Although the Christian school deals with temporal and natural things even as 



does the public school, its aim is different. Both seek to prepare the children for their place in 

this present world, but the Christian school does this always in the consciousness that the natural 

things with which it deals can never be separated from spiritual things and temporal things 

cannot be separated from eternal things. This perspective gives a color to the Christian school 

that distinguishes it in the world as a light and center of true culture. Only then does the fear of 

the Lord, the beginning of all wisdom, permeate the school. Only then can the child be trained in 

the way he ought to go!  

II. What is Meant by Doctrine? 

 If by doctrine is meant the systematic teaching of the carefully formulated faith of the 

church, we may immediately exclude it from the Christian school. This task belongs properly to 

the church and the school may not intrude. The church is not only qualified through its offices to 

perform this task, but it is called of God to do so. The school is not! Dogmatics has no place in 

the Christian day school. The Christian school teacher has no calling to teach it, and this must 

not be expected either. 

 However, in connection with our present subject, we may speak of doctrine in a broader 

sense. Thus defined, we would say that doctrine is a way of life. The doctrine of the various 

churches expresses divergent world and life views. Faith is not a cold, intellectual, logically- 

construed formulation of certain beliefs, but faith is the living bond of union with Christ. And, 

objective faith concerns much more than individual preferences of interpreting the Bible. It 

concerns one’s living attitude toward, and conception of, God, and Christ, and man, and all 

things. To use but one illustration, it makes a great deal of difference in one’s entire life, whether 

he conceives of God as a Being Who is gracious to all men, elect and reprobate alike, offers to 

them all salvation, and enables them by a gracious operation of His Holy Spirit to do good in this 

world, as 1924 maintains; or if one conceives of God as a Being Whose curse is in the house of 

the wicked, Who is gracious only to His people in Christ; before Whom none are able to do any 

good except those who are regenerated by the Holy Spirit; and Who works all things together for 

good unto salvation for His own, as we, Protestant Reformed people, maintain. Whether one 

conceives of God as Covenant God or as a universal Father (in the modernistic sense) will 

inevitably affect one’s life and position in this present world. And so pages could be added to 

this theme, but this will suffice. Only let our Christian schools take cognizance of doctrine in this 

sense – the practical application of doctrine to life – for then we are ready to look at our final 

question. 

III. Its Place: 

 As a subject on the curriculum of the school? No! Emphatically No, for that is the 

domain of the Church! 

 As the basis for the entire curriculum? Indeed so! Emphatically so, for that is Christian 

instruction. 

 Let it be added that the sole basis for all positive Christian instruction must be the 

Protestant Reformed doctrine! Nothing else will suffice. This is not a boast but rather a 

conviction. It may be simplified by saying that the basis of all positive Christian instruction must 

be the Truth; but then that is saying the same thing with different words, for the Protestant 

Reformed Doctrine is The Truth. Let anyone who may, deny this, and prove his contention with 

the only standard of Truth, the Word of God! 

 It makes no difference then what branch of study is taught – reading, writing, arithmetic, 

music, history, social science, etc. All the same! Space prevents us from explaining in detail the 



application of doctrine to these subjects, but that can easily be done and must be done, for that is 

the specific calling of the Christian school. And note, too: 

 1. When all things are taught from the viewpoint of false doctrine in any school, children 

are imbibed with error which is the Lie! 

 2. When the Truth is the foundation of all instruction, the (child) man of God is 

thoroughly furnished unto every good work! 

 The necessity of maintaining and establishing our own Protestant Reformed Schools is 

exceeding great. No price is too much. No sacrifice too great! Love – the Love of God, of His 

Truth, of His children – demands it! 
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