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Once again, in the month of June, we experience the closing of our schools temporarily 

for summer vacation. For some, this vacation from scholastic studies will be temporary, to be 

continued in the fall by more advanced study; for others, it means the end of their schooling and 

a beginning of different varied interests. When one looks back upon his schooling, he finds that 

during all the years that he has been in school, his education has been different from that of 

others; that is, from those who attend schools supported by the state and national government. 

Oh, yes, on the surface this “distinctiveness” appears to be rather indistinct; rather small and 

unnoticed; but let us examine the difference, and notice this certain distinctiveness of which we 

are a part. 

 Throughout our land, we find that there is a very large education system, built up and 

maintained for the purpose of instructing the youth and adults, the necessary knowledge one 

should possess in order to live as a decent citizen of our country. To the world, education means 

culture, refinement, and a better understanding of life with an aim to earthly wisdom, power, and 

wealth. This aim in life is not that of seeking to glorify God in all things; but rather, to seek the 

pleasures and treasures of this world, to which this education is generally directed. 

 However, as believers in the institution of Christian education, we remain distinctive in 

two ways: the bond of unity which exists between the home and school, and the aim to which our 

education is directed. 

 The answer to the question, “What is a Christian school?” is given simply in the 

following words: “A Christian school is a school in which the instruction is given by members of 

Reformed persuasion, and in which the instruction is in harmony with the Word of God.” The 

instruction in the Christian school is based on the Word of God. This is as it should be, for only 

under such circumstances can the teaching be done with inspiration and enthusiasm, and in such 

a way that there is unity in the education of the child and agreement between home and school. 

 And secondly, let us notice the difference in the aim to which our education is directed. 

Considering the Christian school in its nature, we find that it pretends to be nothing further than a 

school; that is to say, an institution, auxiliary to the family in the education of the youth for their 

position in life. It is content with this function. It has no aspiration to supplant the church or the 

state. The program of the Christian school is to educate the youth for their calling; that is, to 

educate them for society, state, and church. This program is characteristic; for the public school 

confines itself particularly to educating for society and state; ecclesiastical and religious life 

being purposely eliminated. We notice here that the people of the world, in their aim of 

education, purposely eliminate religious education and the acknowledgment of God as the 

Creator, Ruler, and Sustainer of all things.  

 So then, we find that their aim and purpose in education is centered in the pleasures and 

treasures of this world, rather than in the calling which is set before us, namely, Proverbs 22:6, 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
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