
The Next Convention 
Rev. M. Schipper 

 
 “What,” you say, “the next convention! Why, here it is only the month of May, and you 

are talking about the next convention already?” Yes, that’s right. And that’s because we really 

have something to talk about. A certain group of young people have been talking about the next 

convention ever since the last one. They have not only been talking about it, but they are doing 

something about it also. The Host Committee, in conjunction with the Federation Board, have 

already made all the plans and have begun to put them into effect.  

 At Hudsonville, so it was decided at the last convention, the next convention will be 

convened. Just about half the distance between Grand Rapids, the furniture capital of the United 

States, and Holland, the tulip city, lies the village of Hudsonville, Michigan. Not so many years 

ago, if you passed through this fast-growing farm community and happened to wink your eye, 

you might not see the village at all, so small it was. Today, it has taken on sizable proportions 

and may well be in the not distant future a city to be reckoned with.  

 In this village, constituted mostly of the hardy Dutch, whose ancestry harks back to the 

pioneer days of Van Raalte, is the Protestant Reformed Church. To its pastor and his Young 

People’s Society has been assigned the task of planning and preparing for the next annual 

convocation of Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies. 

 Anyone acquainted with the dynamic pastor of this church (and who isn’t?) knows what 

we may expect in the way of a pleasant visit. If you have never met the Rev. Vos, we assure you 

that it will be worth your trip to the convention just to see and meet him. But don’t forget the 

vivacious group of young people at his command. They have through the years of Rev. Vos’ 

ministry become thoroughly imbued with his energy. We haven’t forgotten the last convention 

that was held in Hudsonville. So, if you hate a good time, I warn you not to come to the next 

convention. 

 We may leave it up to the Host Committee or the Federation Board to announce the 

theme of the convention, but we can tell you now that it is a good one. Of course, the theme and 

its development by the various speakers appointed is the most important feature of any 

convention. This will be especially true this time. It is timely, instructive and practical, and will 

be especially prepared with our young people in mind. 

 There are other reasons, however, which should move all our young people to make plans 

now to attend. First of all, there are matters of business which command the interest and attention 

of all our societies and on which action must be taken. Not only the routine matters must 

necessarily be treated, but special proposals offered for consideration which are always presented 

with a view to the best interests of all our societies, or for the best possible management of our 

mutual affairs. 

 Then, too, another substantial reason for attending this convention is the wonderful 

opportunity for the various delegates to express themselves before a larger group than their own 

individual societies. Here is a greater opportunity to use and develop in the talents and gifts the 

Lord has given the several members who are appointed from each society as delegates. Each 

society should bear in mind to send representatives who can best ably express the mind of the 

individual group. Conventions should not be all play. There is serious labor to be performed 

which demands conscientious laborers who are prepared for their task. 



 Moreover, these conventions offer the best possible reason for all our young people 

getting together. There is ample opportunity, though it be only for a few days, for young people 

to meet young people, and that, too, of our own faith. All parents of our young people who read 

this article should certainly keep this in mind when they consider with their sons and daughters 

the matter of allowing them to come to the convention. I can say from my own experience that 

these conventions have been so well supervised that no parent need hesitate to send their children 

for fear they might get into trouble through meeting the wrong person or going to the wrong 

places. Those of us who have been more or less responsible for steering conventions have always 

kept in mind the possible dangers of young people being, so to speak, on their own, and have 

taken special care that they are always well supervised. Some time ago I talked to a father of a 

young man and woman who lives a long way from the center of our churches and who expressed 

the thought to me that he had been thinking seriously of sending his son and daughter to the next 

convention simply because he would like to have them meet our Protestant Reformed young 

people. Where he lived he saw the grave danger of his family running away from our churches 

through his children associating exclusively with those of another church. I find this 

commendable on the part of that father, and also encouraged him to follow through. I’ll be 

looking for his son and daughter at our next convention. 

 There is another reason why these annual gatherings of our young people are desirable. 

They afford us a wonderful opportunity to express our unity. Perhaps no time in the history of 

our churches has this spirit of unity been felt so keenly as it has since our recent trouble after 

certain of those who were formerly with us left us through way of schism. The last two 

conventions in which we met without them were especially marked by this sense of unity. At the 

first, which was held in Grand Rapids, we thought we noticed a little sadness because of 

smallness but also there we remarked that the spirit of unity was magnificent. At the second, 

which was held in South Holland last year, all traces of sadness were removed, and there was 

one grand feeling that we were a united band. To be sure, our group has become considerably 

smaller in numbers; but also this has its advantages. Surely no one need complain that he gets 

lost in the crowd. Our spirits are not dampened. In fact, it seems to me our experience of 

becoming smaller has given impetus to our enthusiasm, and strengthened the bond of unity 

among those who remained faithful with respect to our truth. This has been the experience in all 

our societies and also our federation meetings, not only of our young people, but of our Men’s 

and Ladies’ groups as well. I have attended our Ladies’ Federation meeting, and also the Men’s 

League on two occasions of late. And in both of them I have noticed not only that they have 

grown in numbers but also in enthusiasm. The same is true in our individual societies. My Men’s 

Society is almost three times as large as it used to be when we had twice as many families. The 

same for the Ladies. The interest and enthusiasm and unity is so marked that we look forward to 

the time of meetings. And this is as it should be. So we also look forward to convention time 

when as covenant youth from near and far we come together to express our unity. 

 This year the convention is to be held on August, 16, 17, and 18. Those who are working 

and have a vacation coming should reckon with these dates, and ask now for leave of absence for 

that time. Those living in the middle West and even in the far West cannot find a better place to 

spend a vacation at that time of the year than right here in Western Michigan near the cooling 

waters of our great Lake. I have been all through our Eastern States and I have traveled through 

our mid-Western and even through the Pacific Coast States, and I have seen some beautiful 

scenery and several different climates. But give me Michigan in the summer months, especially 

from August to October. You won’t find it better anywhere. 



 So, Young People! Begin talking it up now. Begin planning and preparing now to attend. 

The Host Society and the Federation Board have been working ever since the last convention to 

give you a most blessed and pleasant time, and they will do still more to make it the best 

convention we have ever had. But they cannot make it a success alone. If you are not there, we 

can have none. It is you, Young People, that will make it a success. All roads will end in 

Hudsonville, the Lord willing, on August 16, 17, 18. We’ll be looking for you! 
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