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 That God’s elect have been delivered from the law is the literal teaching of Paul. 

 Romans 7:1-6, “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law) how that 

the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 

 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

 So then if, while her husband liveth, she is married to another man, she shall be called an 

adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, 

though she be married to another man. 

 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that 

ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring 

forth fruit unto God. 

 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sin, which were by the law, did work in 

our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 

 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we 

should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.” 

 The substance of the teaching of this passage is clearly this: As the wife is freed from the 

law of her husband by his death, so were God’s people freed from the law by the sufferings and 

death of Christ. Let us take notice of the statement, “But now we are delivered from the law.” 

(vs. 6). 

 But that this does not mean that now the believers are through with the law is just as plain 

from the Scriptures. It may be well to quote a few Scriptures. 

 Romans 13:8, 9, “Owe no man anything, but to love one another; for he that loveth 

another hath fulfilled the law. 

 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 

shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 

briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

 It is plain that the apostle’s saying, “You owe it to one another that as believers you love 

one another,” is equivalent to the thought: you owe it to one another that as believers you keep 

His commandments with regard to one another; as activated by love the one shall refrain from 

defrauding the other, bearing false witness against the other, etc. Doing so, you fulfill the law. 

For all the commandments are comprehended in this saying, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.” 

 God’s redeemed people have the right to keep Christ’s commandments – a right merited 

for them by Christ; and they also will to keep His commandments; doing His will, ordering their 

lives according to His precepts, is their delight, the reason being that He imparts unto them the 

virtues of His cross. But the “may” and the “can” do not obliterate the “ought.” But God’s 

believing people, when they are spiritual, do not feel this “ought” as a constraint, compulsion 

upon them. What they ought to do they also delight in doing, for His law is in their hearts. This 

is true liberty. But as yet this new obedience is but a small principle in them. In this life the saints 

sin constantly. But they are sorry for their sins, and this tells them that they belong to Christ and 

that for His sake all their sins are forgiven them of God. And the Spirit of God testifies with their 

spirit that they are His children. And being His sons, God also chastises them in His love of them 



in order that more and more they may be partakers of Christ’s holiness. But seeing that God 

punished Christ for all the sins of His people, this chastisement must not be conceived of as 

punishment for sin. 

 If these matters are clear, we may face the question, what it means that God’s people 

have been delivered from the law. To arrive at clarity on this point we must consider that the 

Scriptures, definitely Paul in his epistles, distinguishes between the law by itself apart from 

Christ and the law as the commandments of Christ that on the ground of His atonement He puts 

in the hearts of His people, and that in the epistle of James is called “the perfect law of liberty,” 

and the “royal law.” The law “as such” appears in the Scriptures as a master vested with the right 

to mandate and threaten man as follows, “Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments; 

which if a man do, he shall live in them” (Lev. 18:5); and, “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all 

the words of this law to do them” (Deut. 27:26). In a word, the law by itself directs to man this 

terrifying speech: Do the things that I prescribe and live in or by them; but cursed art thou, if 

thou confirmest not all my words to do them. Paul quotes both these with the right to mandate 

and threaten passages, the former to shew that the law is not of faith (Gal. 3:12) and the latter to 

shew that “as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse (Gal. 3:10). We perceive 

how true this is. The law is not of faith. It is not of faith in Christ. Adam in the state of integrity 

lived not by faith in Christ. He had no need of Christ. Christ was not his life and his 

righteousness. For having left God’s hand a sinless man, he lived in and by the commandment of 

His God, that is, in the way of his keeping it. His righteousness was therefore his own. The law 

by itself is not of faith. How true this is of fallen man. One who now imagines that he lives in the 

law by doing the things that it requires deceives himself and is an enemy of Christ. Such a one is 

cursed of the law seeing that all he is capable of doing is to violate all its requirements. For that 

precisely is the sole office of the law, namely, to bless the law-abiding and to curse the lawless. 

Christ alone blesses the penitent lawless. 

 It is terrible to contemplate what would become of God’s people, had they to do with the 

law as such. They would be driven into perdition by its curses. As it is, they are justified, and 

saved. How can this be? The answer is Christ. He delivered them from the law by satisfying for 

them all its requirements. The law required that they be cast into hell because of their 

disobedience. Christ met that requirement by suffering for them all the agonies of hell as 

motivated by a perfect love and thereby obliterating all their guilt. The law required a perfect 

obedience, something that they could not render, being as they were dead in sin. But Christ met 

that requirement by His perfect obedience and thereby merited for them eternal life in glory. 

 So they were delivered from the law “as such” and they became the exclusive property of 

Christ. What it means is that the law as such has nothing more to say to them. For Christ is now 

their master, Lord, Savior. “Wherefore, brethren, ye are become dead to the law by the body of 

Christ; that ye should be married to another. And this other is Christ raised from the dead. Christ 

as the husband of His church, His bride, certainly has the right to mandate His people. And this 

He does. Believe in me, He says to them. Love me. Keep my commandments, bring forth fruit 

unto God. And, of course, it’s the same ten commandments. Only as our almighty Savior He 

speaks His commandments, His law, in our hearts, which is but another way of saying that he 

sheds abroad in the hearts of His sheep the love of God so that as a result the speech of the 

psalmist now reverberates also through their soul, “O how love I thy law; it is my meditation all 

the day long.” 

 Yes, it is so true that Christ fulfilled all the requirements of the law and that therefore we 

need do nothing to be saved. It is so true that we have been delivered from the law by Christ and 



have become the sheep of His pasture to be mandated by Him now and to be saved by His 

commands as written by Him in our hearts. No, we have nothing to do with the law as such 

anymore. From that we have been delivered. But certainly we have everything to do with 

Christ’s commandments. 

 “Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not, then we have confidence toward God. 

 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do 

those things that are pleasing in his sight” (I John 3:21, 22). 

 Of course, I have only scratched the surface of my subject. The space allotted me forbids 

any additional exposition. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 15 No. 4 May 1955 


