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 Thus far in our series, we have discussed the place of Catechism and Confession of Faith 

in the life of the Christian youth as a means to prepare him for his place in the church of Jesus 

Christ. Although the convention is yet some months away, preparations are being made for it, 

and the news is being published in the “Beacon Lights.” The Convention is a convention of the 

young people’s societies of our churches, and therefore, is an outgrowth of these societies. 

Therefore, I thought the proper time had come to discuss the place of societies in our life as 

covenant young people. And when we discuss the place of societies, the place of a convention 

naturally follows. Therefore, the next two issues, with the exception of an issue devoted to our 

schools, will be concerned with this question. 

 What is the place of societies in the church? This is an important question to answer, if 

we are to understand the benefit we derive from society life. In relation to the congregation, 

societies differ from Catechism. From a principle point of view, there are these differences:  1) 

Catechism is part of the church as institute; societies are part of the church as organism. 2) 

Catechism is a means of grace, even as the preaching of the Word is a means of grace; societies 

in this sense of the word are not. 3) Therefore, Catechism is characterized by instruction by the 

minister; societies are characterized by discussion of the members. 

 When we talk of the difference between Catechism and societies, we look at the church 

from a different viewpoint. The church in this connection is the local congregation as it is a 

manifestation of the body of Christ; i.e. as it is a manifestation of the church of all ages which is 

gathered from the beginning of the world to the end of time. For that local congregation is a 

complete manifestation of the body of Christ. That local congregation can be looked at from 

many different points of view as you undoubtedly have learned in Catechism. It is, e.g., visible 

from one point of view, invisible from another; institute from yet another, and organic from 

another point of view. Of these last two viewpoints do we speak. The church as institute is the 

body of Christ as manifested in the local congregation from the point of view of the consistory 

and the means of grace. When we speak of the church as institute, we speak of the ruling body in 

the church – the consistory, of the preaching of the Word, of the sacraments, of Christian 

discipline. Under the church as institute is the teaching of Catechism, for that is also part of the 

preaching of the Word. Therefore, the Catechism classes are conducted by a minister; are under 

the direct jurisdiction of the consistory even as the preaching of the Word on Sunday is under the 

direct jurisdiction of the consistory. 

 But this is not true of societies. Societies are part of the church as organism. When we 

look at the church from the point of view that it is an organism, then we say of the church that it 

is united to Christ in such a way that the life of Christ fills the church. And that life, the members 

of the church manifest in all their walk. Societies are part of the walk of the Christian as it 

manifests the life of Christ. When the societies of the church disappear, or when the members are 

too busy to go to societies, then the church is dead and has no longer the life of Christ. Therefore, 

societies arise spontaneously out of the church. The Consistory does not create societies, and 

insist that the members of the church go, for societies are not under the direct jurisdiction of the 

consistory, but rather, the living members of the church feel the need for coming together to 

discuss the Word of God, and they spontaneously form societies for that purpose. It does not 

mean, however, that the consistories have nothing to say about societies. For they have 



jurisdiction over the church as a whole, and thus over the walk of the individual members of that 

church. There has been, in the church, a discussion of this very point, i.e., in how far the 

consistory can control the societies in the church. Briefly we may say that the consistory has 

jurisdiction over the walk of the members of its church even as that walk manifests itself in the 

society life of the church. Therefore, although the society itself has control of the internal 

government of its group, nevertheless in all that it does it must not walk contrary to the principles 

of a Christian walk. 

 That leads us up to the question, of what benefit is society attendance? There are those 

that say, and many who evidence a belief, that since the preaching of the Word is the sole means 

of grace, and the society is outside of the sphere of the preaching of the Word, there is therefore 

no benefit to be derived from society attendance. This is wrong. For although it is true that the 

preaching of the Word is the sole means of grace, there are many things which stand in 

connection with the preaching of the Word that can also be grace to the hearts of the children of 

God. In a sense, it may be said that all things that are in this world, and all things that happen in 

this world, are means of grace as they are interpreted and understood in the light of the preaching 

of the Word. E.g., the events that now take place in the world, such as the tension between the 

nations under the rule of communism, and the nations that oppose communism as a form of 

government, as understood in the light of the word of God, that there shall be wars and rumors of 

wars before the end comes, can certainly be grace to the heart of the child of God who comes 

under that preaching which he has on the Sabbath. Also, such a thing as the rainbow, as 

understood in the light of the Word of God, where it is pictured as a sign of the faithfulness of 

the promise of the covenant of God, bestows grace upon the hearts of the believers as they see 

the rainbow in the heavens when the rain falls and the sun shines. 

 Thus also, societies, as they stand related to the preaching of the Word, are means of 

grace to the people of God. For from Sunday to Sunday they have that Word expounded to them 

by Christ through the minister, and then as they discover the truths of that Word in society as 

interpreted by the preaching, God gives His grace to their hearts. When as living members of 

Christ, they reveal the life of Christ within them by attending faithfully the societies which they 

themselves have organized, they receive a rich blessing, and grow in grace. 

 That is also the case in Young People’s Societies. That is why societies occupy such an 

important place in the life of the Christian youth. What a sorry situation it is, when societies in 

the church are neglected, and when the people themselves cannot seem to find time or interest 

for the societies to which they should belong. 
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