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 Words have power! Think of the association brought to mind by such words as “liberty” 

and “victory.” Some words, in combination with other words, will have a telling effect on the 

hearers; as, for example, expressions like “iron curtain” and “cold war.” Words are powerful 

because ideas are conveyed by them. 

 Along with the fact that words have power, is the corresponding reality that men who 

know and understand words and their use, and who know how to use them with powerful appeal, 

have often become leaders of others. This art is not limited to men. Remarkable women, who 

knew the art of making words their servants, have become leaders in public life, too. 

 In the use of words, in Bible times, it is evident that Moses, the great leader of the 

Exodus, was a man of great talent, ability, and industry. He pleaded on an occasion, that he was 

not eloquent enough nor a man with ready tongue (Exodus 4:10). Yet he was used of God in a 

most remarkable way to convey to God’s people a mass of legislation that is as singular for its 

spirituality and profundity as it is for its transmittance and revelation. That Moses could use 

words, and use them effectively, is borne out by the fact that he gave to the Church, as the 

instrument of the Holy Spirit, the five books of Moses. It must not be supposed that Moses was 

pleading a mere excuse for a lack of eloquence. Mindful of his arduous undertaking, to persuade 

the monarch of Egypt to compliance or compulsion, Moses was aware of his own deficiencies in 

the light of his needs, for the great task to which God had called him. 

 Being a man who was well schooled, as befitting a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Stephen 

said of Moses that he was a man learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 

words and deeds. (Acts 7:22). All the knowledge and training that Moses received was beneficial 

to him because he put it in the service of the faith. Speaking and writing, out of many years of 

experience in the walk of faith, he penned these words to the church of the ages: “So teach us to 

number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12). These are words of 

deep meaning; words that convey a thought with searching effect. Well may youth give ear to 

these words of wisdom. 

 While the words form part of a prayer by Moses for divine blessing on God’s people, the 

words are a pointer to a walk of godliness in the school of life. These words are worth proper 

consideration. 

 When Moses said that our days should be numbered, he did not mean that our days were 

to be counted as a simple arithmetic device. Numbering our days refers to the apportioning of 

our days in view of the shortness of life, in order that we, by grace, may attain unto true wisdom. 

A wisdom that God gives to His people through His Spirit and Word, is true wisdom. This 

wisdom is, first of all, a knowledge of Christ; and secondly, a knowledge of ourselves. This true 

knowledge has as its foundation, that it is of God’s own good pleasure and mercy that His people 

are saved. And He, God, gives to us the knowledge that we belong to that people whose God is 

the Lord. 

 Now to young people who know that their years spent in school were profitable to them, 

these words of Moses speak volumes. These words mean to boys and girls of God’s covenant, 

that their youth should be spent in wise pursuit of activities that will be beneficial to their 

spiritual life. The particular value of Moses’ words to spiritual life lies in the application of the 

principle behind the words. 



 Let us apply this principle to school. Five days a week; seven hours a day; school is on. 

By school we do not mean any school, but Christian school. Some of us have the privilege to 

attend our own school, by the way. That is fine. Now being a student in a Christian school 

means, first of all, that we are students in a school that God gives us through devoted Christian 

parents. To have such a school often means self-denial. 

 How do we treat our school? Do we just take it for granted? What do we think of our 

teachers? Do we consider our teachers the same way? We should not, of course. We know we 

should not. 

 Our teachers are men and women who love God’s cause in the world. They love 

Christian education, first of all. To that end they trained themselves. The training took several 

years beyond high school. Teachers are required to return to college every few years to take 

additional courses that bring them up to date on the latest teaching methods. It is well known that 

our teachers could earn more money teaching in public schools, were in not for the fact that 

Covenant education is their first concern. Christian school teachers are teachers of principles. Let 

us never underestimate the place our teachers hold in our schooling in life.  

 Connected with the school is the official school board. Without their labor, the Christian 

school could not function. Maintaining the plant, building, and equipment of the school, 

permitting us, day by day, to meet in well-lighted, comfortable classrooms, is the responsibility 

of the board on behalf of the parents. 

 Last but not least in the school picture is the friendly bus driver, who, morning after 

morning, takes us from home to school. He too has a place to fill in our schooling in life. 

 Turning from school to church, it will be seen that the principle “So teach us to number 

our days,” applies to the church, too. Coming to mind first is the faithful pastor, who, from 

Sabbath to Sabbath, preaches the Word of God. Friendly, kind, conscientious, and solicitous for 

our spiritual welfare, he labors in the midst of the Church. Bearing the flock of God on his heart, 

he has a word in season for the sheep and for the lamb. Little do we know of the hours of prayer 

and supplication he has given that God may bless the flock in the knowledge of heavenly things. 

 Especially in catechism it becomes evident that the learning process continues. The 

pastor labors week after week, using the arts of instruction in the training of the seed of the 

church. But what of the catechumens? Applying their hearts unto wisdom? Not so. How often 

precious moments were wasted in foolishness and youthful mirth. Hearts are easily applied unto 

the ridiculous; not unto wisdom. And yet, any appreciable time given in serious study of the 

questions, reaped a rich reward. The lesson was remembered for a long time. 

 With the church is the society – the young people’s society. In society the bond of 

fellowship with the membership as brothers and sisters in the Lord is experienced. The 

informality; opportunity for learning leadership; meeting with the boys and girls of one age 

group; these contribute their share in your schooling in life. 

 Then there is the young people’s convention. Society life reaches a high point for youth 

in the convention. This is a time of joy in the Lord in summer. The feature article in this issue 

will tell you some things about the convention. 

 This August the Convention will be held in Hudsonville. Rest assured that this year will 

be no exception to the standard of excellence that is set by the host society, the federation, and 

the speakers. The theme for the 1955 convention is “The Gospel of the Promise.” Speakers will 

be, D.V., Rev. H. Hoeksema, Rev. G.M. Ophoff, and Rev. G. Vanden Berg. Make plans to attend 

now. 

 The convention continues the school of life. 



 Schooling in the correct numbering of our days, so that hearts may be applied unto 

wisdom, is not complete until the home is considered. The formative contribution of the home is 

a very large one and a very important one. That God places His children in Christian homes is 

great cause for rejoicing. Day in and day out, month after month, and year after year, loving 

parents have left no stone unturned to bring us up in the fear of the Lord. Clothed, fed, sheltered, 

and all needs supplied; thus physical requirements were met. Rebuked, chastised, and 

disciplined; thus moral needs were filled. No obligation was too arduous for Ma and Pa. What is 

more, with all this care, went hours of prayer, that God would be pleased to bless all these means 

to your hearts. 

 How have you responded? Is there fruit for this pruning and care? Have you learned to 

apply your heart to the true wisdom? Have you learned to love with your heart the true wisdom? 

Have you learned to number your days wisely? Since the Lord blesses His Word to His people, 

may He so grant it, in order that your joy may be full, that you harvest life in its fulness. 
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