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 During this month of May, the leaders of the automobile industry are gathered together 

for the purpose of answering a proposal; one that is of great importance at this time, both to the 

union and to the corporations. In all the news happenings, we hear and read much about this 

relatively new term in industry, called GAW. The fear of a nation-wide strike; a drastic setback 

in our economy; thousands of dollars lost because of idle production; are but a few predicted 

results that would develop, if such a proposal would not be approved. 

 In the last fifty years, the labor group has come a long ways toward better working 

conditions. Sick benefits, paid vacations, shorter working hours, and better working facilities are 

some of the few things that they have gained; but this year they are asking for something that 

they have never proposed before: GAW, or Guaranteed Annual Wage. Briefly, this new 

proposal, if approved, would give them a guarantee that they will work so many hours a year and 

receive so much pay, thus protecting them against layoffs and setbacks in business. The labor 

group feels that a proposal like this would give them a certain guarantee of a good economic 

standing, harboring them, to a greater or lesser extent, from financial incompetency. 

 However, as Christians, to rely on the powers of a labor union to provide for us, our 

earthly needs, is indeed a dishonor to God. Let us adhere to the words of Christ in Matt. 6:31-33 

where we read, “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 

Or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? For your heavenly Father knows that ye have need of all 

these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 

shall be added unto you.” Throughout the whole of this discourse, Christ reproves that excessive 

anxiety, with which men torment themselves, about food and clothing. We know that men are 

born with cares. But excessive care is condemned for two reasons: either because, in so doing, 

men tease and vex themselves to no purpose, by carrying their anxiety farther than is proper or 

than their calling demands; or because they claim more for themselves than they have a right to 

do, and place such reliance on their own industry, that they neglect to call upon God. We ought 

to remember this promise; though unbelievers shall “rise up early, and sit up late, and eat the 

bread of sorrows,” yet believers will obtain through the kindness of God, rest and sleep. Though 

the children of God are not free from toil and anxiety, yet, properly speaking, we do not say that 

they are anxious about life; because, through their reliance on the providence of God, they enjoy 

calm repose. 

 Hence it is easy to learn how far we ought to be anxious about food. Each of us ought to 

labor, as far as his calling requires, and the Lord commands; and each of us ought to be led by 

his own wants, to call upon God. 

 The Lord, who has given life itself, will not suffer us to want what is necessary for its 

support. And certainly we do no small dishonor to God, when we fail to trust Him, that He will 

give us necessary food or clothing; as if he had thrown us on the earth at random. He who is fully 

convinced, that the Author of our life has an intimate knowledge of our condition, will entertain 

no doubt that he will make abundant provisions for our wants. Whenever we are seized by any 

fear or anxiety about food or clothing, let us remember, that God will take care of the life which 

he gave us. Psalm 37:3-5: “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and 

verily thou shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of 

thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” 
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