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 b) But in the second place you promise to adhere to the doctrine of your church by 

rejecting all heresies repugnant to the doctrine that is taught there. That, too, is important. Any 

heresy which arises in the church or any heresy on the outside which threatens the church, you 

promise to reject. And that doesn’t only mean that you pronounce your “No” over against that 

heresy, and then cease to worry about it; that means that you use all your ability to combat that 

heresy as long as it remains a threat to the church. 

 c) And in the third place, you promise to lead a new, godly life. You understand again 

that you confess that this is possible only by the grace of God; and that your confession and 

resolve to walk a new, godly life is the fruit of His grace within you. This part of the question 

does not imply that you have not walked a holy life before this, but that now you resolve to do 

this; but rather that you resolve to walk in the path of the doctrine in which you have confessed 

to believe, and to which you have professed to adhere. And your walk must be in the full 

implications of that doctrine with all its instruction in the holy walk of a Christian. In reality 

when you confess that “you acknowledge the doctrine…taught here in this Christian Church to 

be the true and complete doctrine of salvation,” then you have already confessed a desire to 

walk in a new, godly life. 

 But there is yet one more question: “Will you submit to church government, and in case 

you should become delinquent (which may God graciously forbid) to church discipline?” This 

question, too, is worthy of some consideration. 

 1) We may remark in the first place that the purpose of this article is to bring before the 

consciousness of the confessing youth that the elders and deacons which are the instruments of 

church government are lawfully called by God and qualified by God to rule over the flock of 

Christ. Therefore, what they perform in the sphere of your church they do so as servants of 

Christ. Therefore, it is very really Christ Himself Who rules over the flock through the 

consistory, and what the consistory does is what Christ does. 

 2) Also, we may notice in this connection that the purpose of church discipline to which 

this article refers is the salvation of the soul. As Rev. Ophoff remarks in his notes on church 

polity, in connection with Article 71 of the Church Order, in answer to the question, What is the 

purpose of church discipline, “The purpose of the church is the salvation of the spirit of the 

censured one. If the censured one is a reprobate, this purpose, of course, is not achieved.” 

 3) Because these two things are true, a member of Christ’s church may never refuse the 

discipline of the church. This often happens. When a member walks in paths of sin, and the 

consistory begins the censure of that individual because he refuses to repent and leave his sin, he 

often asks for his papers and goes to another church. This is a very serious sin. Not only does one 

break the vow which he took at the time when he confesses his faith, but he also turns his back 

on the work of the church whose desire is to save him from his sin. He very plainly says by this 

remark that he refuses that which Christ does through His church, and that he loves his sin too 

much to forsake it. 

 Thus, all these things only emphasize the fact that confession of faith is a very important 

step in the life of the child of God, and should not be taken lightly. 

 There are several more remarks which we may make about confession of faith as a 

whole. 



 1) Although we speak of confession of faith as the time when a person becomes a full 

member of the church, we must understand what we mean by this. Possibly the term “full 

member” is not a very good one to use, because it implies that we were part members, but now 

we become full members. That is hardly the case. An elect child of God is always, even from 

birth, a full member of the church, because the church is itself a manifestation on this earth of the 

body of Christ. He cannot at one time be partly a member of the body of Christ, and then at a 

later date, become a full member. But if we mean by this expression that the individual believing 

youth who has not confessed his faith has manifested his earnest desire to partake more fully of 

the blessings of Christ through the sacraments, and enjoy more fully and richly his life in Christ, 

then the expression can be retained. 

 2) In the second place, it is generally the custom in our churches that before the public 

confession of faith is made, the ones who desire to make such a confession must first be quizzed 

by the consistory as to their knowledge of doctrine and their walk of life. I imagine there is no 

reason why this could not just as well take place in the presence of the congregation. And in 

times past, this was also done. But because the ones who desire to make such a confession are 

often a bit nervous and tense, it was thought better to have the quiz take place in the presence of 

the consistory alone. But the quiz itself is very important. For by it the consistory determines if 

the young person is sufficiently informed of the doctrines of the church to answer the questions 

put to him in sincerity, and in the full consciousness of what he is doing. And also the consistory 

must determine whether the walk of the person is of a nature that he can partake of the 

sacraments without polluting them. After the person has successfully passed his quiz, the name 

of the person is announced to the congregation to seek the approbation of the congregation. This 

is done because oftentimes members themselves are more closely acquainted with the individual 

than the consistory is, and may have knowledge that the consistory does not have about the walk 

of the individual. This is not done in order to make it as difficult as possible for a person to make 

confession of faith, but in order that the individual himself may be firmly assured of his 

salvation, and in order that he may not pollute the table of the Lord’s communion. 

 3) Why must this confession take place in public? The answer is that he must dwell in 

communion with the congregation, especially when he partakes of the means of grace, and that 

therefore in the presence of that same congregation he may give testimony of his godly walk. For 

after he has publicly testified of his faith, he may more fully enjoy fellowship with those in 

whose presence he dwells. 

 4) When must a person make confession of faith? This question is very difficult to 

answer and varies with the individual. Negatively, it may be said that he must not wait until he 

has the knowledge of a theologian in respect to the Word of God. And also, when he makes a 

confession of faith, he does not thereby declare that he is perfect. Positively, therefore, he may 

make confession of faith when he is fully acquainted with the fundamental doctrines of the 

church of which he is a member, and when he comes to a consciousness of the fruit of the grace 

of God in His life as manifested in a godly walk. With some, that may be very early in life; with 

others, that may be later in life. I sometimes think that we do not confess our faith early enough. 

When they have shown a basic knowledge of the faith of the church, and when they have 

expressed a firm faith in Christ manifested in a godly walk, there is no reason why they should 

be prevented from publicly confessing their faith. And the opposite is also true. If a young man 

or young woman becomes twenty-five or thirty years old, and has shown no desire to confess his 

or her faith, there is something radically wrong in their spiritual life. The consciousness of the 

work of grace comes very early in the life of a child of God. 



 5) Therefore, when a person confesses his or her faith, that allows that one to take a more 

active part in the fellowship of believers. He has the right to serve in office in the church; he has 

the right to exercise his privilege of voting for office-bearers and for voting for ministers of the 

Word; he has the right to exercise his privileges as a member of the body of Christ; for he 

believes that God uses him so that His church on earth may prosper. He has the obligation to 

make use of the means of grace – the sacraments as a strengthening of his faith. 

 The time when young people feel the need of confessing their faith in the presence of 

God and His church is a very happy time in the lives of covenant youth. It is a very serious step; 

and yet it is a necessary step as the believer grows in grace. It is a step that must be approached 

with much thought and prayer and preparation; but it is also a step that can be a very spiritually 

enriching experience, and a very joyful occasion in the way that God has ordained for us in this 

world. 
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