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 The appearance of March brings many thoughts to mind: Springtime, with all its well-

known botanical associations; the resurgence of new season energy out of winter’s doldrums; 

and the period of life that is youth, with everything that youth signifies. 

 For the Christian, perhaps, no thought connected with the return of spring each year is 

more significant than that in which he sees that spring speaks to him of the presence of the 

covenant God. Spring is a sign that the God of the covenant is present, providentially and 

omnipotently. The sign of spring is the reminder to the child of God, that the Lord of heaven and 

earth is He who made all things in heaven and earth; that calls the things that are not as if they 

were; that raises the dead, and brings life out of death. Always, God reveals Himself as the 

wonder-working God, who so works His power in nature, as to cause the natural to be a picture 

of the spiritual. The appearance of the spring flower, the budding of leaves on the trees, and the 

friendly warmth of the spring sun are creaturely reflections of the power and reality of God, and 

of His Truth. This is one reason why Jesus so often taught in parables. The natural was a picture 

of the spiritual. 

 Surely, to think of March is to think of spring; and to think of spring is to think of youth; 

particularly, youth as Covenant youth. We do not think, primarily, of the youth of the world. We 

have our eye on covenant youth; therefore, our youth. The world of carnal youth is one of 

spiritual darkness. The world of carnal youth is a world that lies in darkness, and all its ways are 

the ways of sin that leadeth unto death. But the world of covenant youth is a different world. It is 

different ethically and spiritually. The world of covenant youth is one of life in the Lord. 

 Covenant youth, which is the youth that we are interested in, centrally and principally, is 

the youth of the seed of the church. This church is the church of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 

youth is the elect in its tender and formative years. This youth is the youth, that – even in this 

early stage of life – fights the good fight of faith. It is a youth engaged in the struggle of faith that 

it fights, in the spring time of its years. The characteristics of covenant youth are: it is not 

swallowed up by the philosophy of the world; it does not seek its pleasures in the things below; 

and it is not carried away by the temptation and sin of the world. Against such a way of life, 

covenant youth is constantly engaged in a struggle – a struggle of faith against the spiritual foes 

of darkness. All covenant youth must engage the foe in the battle of faith. 

 This struggle, in which covenant youth engages, is fought in the arena of youth’s own 

problems and needs; problems and needs peculiar to this period in life. This arena is the battle 

ground where covenant youth learns to use its spiritual weapons of the knowledge of the Word 

and the Sacraments; the habit of faithful attendance at church, catechism class, and society; and 

the totality of Christian experience learned in church, home, and Christian school. When 

covenant youth emerges from the noise of the tumult of the battle of faith fought during youth’s 

years, then it is ready, in the power of faith, to serve the ranks of the servants of God engaged in 

the main Battle of Life. And so life goes on. 

 But it is not always easy for covenant youth to see and understand the struggle of faith, in 

its own period and in the period that youth will grow into; namely, adulthood. Youth does not 

always see the struggle because it stands in its ivory tower of the School. While in this tower, 

youth may be protected from the struggle of life, rather than exposed to it. Those who do 

experience life’s struggles, are those who have ventured forth from the tower. These are the ones 



who have tasted the privilege their parents enjoy, in sending them to Christian School, even if it 

means self-denial to do it. These are ones who, themselves, have worked to pay their tuition, 

either in part, or all of it, by dint of honest industry and self-reliance. These are the ones who 

have seen that the spiritual labor of the church in preaching, catechism, society, and Sunday 

School, is expended, through the years, to prepare them for their place in the ranks of soldiers of 

Christ, under the banner of the Cross. These are the ones who understand that they are being 

trained to maintain the Thesis, which is God; and to oppose the Anti-Thesis, all that which is 

opposed to God. These are the ones who follow in the footsteps of the wise man of old, who 

wrote: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 

the years draw nigh…” (Eccles. 12:1) 

 God calls His children, the boys and girls of covenant youth, to fight the good fight of 

faith all through their lives. It begins in youth, and it continues in youth. It is fought by the boys 

and girls of covenant youth who, after completing their primary and secondary schooling, look 

ahead to their next calling in life. For some youth, there is further schooling in college or 

university. Here, the struggle continues. Now it is fought on academic levels in the various fields 

of knowledge, and human learning, and science. On this level, the struggle of faith meets the foe 

in textbook and classroom. This struggle calls for a thorough grounding in the principles of the 

undoubted catholic Christian faith as it is confessed in the Twelve Articles of the Apostle’s 

Creed. 

 To another of our covenant youth, it is given to him to fight the good fight of faith 

serving in the armed forces of our country, on land, sea, or in the air. Here, the struggle of faith 

continues on the level of the life and administration of the military might of our country. In the 

midst of the philosophy of power, covenant youth testifies of the God of salvation who hath 

chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and the weak things of the world to 

confound the things which are mighty. When the young man of our youth is faced with the 

question of whether or not to enlist, let him proceed with caution, and not plunge himself into the 

services. Let the Lord guide him in his own way and means. 

 To another of youth, it falls to his lot to seek employment in business or industry. Again, 

he is called to the struggle of faith. In job-hunting, the foe presents himself in the form of the 

powerful labor unions that either prevent the youth from obtaining employment, or attempt to 

seek him to compromise. In this endeavor, he must serve the Lord with distinction. 

 To the girls of our covenant youth, their lot may fall in the area of further schooling, job-

hunting, or home-making. In higher education, her foe is the same one that meets the young man. 

So also with the level of job-hunting or career employment. Here too, our girls may be faced 

with the same obstruction in their pathway as the young man of faith. That obstruction is that of 

the worldly labor union. Our girls are being forced day by day into jobs, or career positions, that 

are not controlled by labor unions. And the range of such jobs and careers gets smaller, year by 

year. 

 Another area of life, where our girls and young women must maintain the struggle of 

faith, is that of home-making. Our girls know not what the future holds for them in life. The Lord 

takes care of that. To some, he sends God-fearing young men to be their life-partners; to others 

he does not. Here, as in other areas of life, God is on His throne. 

 What should our young ladies do? They should follow principles of good advice. Some 

principles are: (1) Trust in God, and pray to Him about these important matters; (2) Confide in 

the parents; they have gone along this same road years before, and they know of the many 

pitfalls youth may plunge into; (3) Keep company with boys who are Protestant Reformed, God-



fearing boys whenever this is possible. (4) If the boys are not our boys, then keep company with 

those who are God-fearing, who are really interested in the truth of the Scriptures. Do not 

encourage companionship of worldly boys. Avoid them. (5) Seek, primarily, holiness in the 

Lord. Holiness will beget happiness. 

 Moses was a very learned, as well as a very wise, man. He had a vast knowledge of life, 

and all its component parts. Moreover, he was the greatest of the prophets. He said: “So teach us 

to number our days, that we apply our hearts unto wisdom.” This is sound advice. Let it guide us 

in the struggle of faith. 
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